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CHAPTER I. 



During the whole night, Leopold* 
who did not sleep soundly, heard the 
jostling of the rushes on which the friar 
lay, for his uneasiness and surprise drove 
from him every idea of rest until the 
break of day, when, nature exhausted, 
and weary with thought, he found in 
involuntary sleep a short forgetfuhiess 
of torturing remembrances. Leopold 
had also rested but little, yet, accus- 
tomed to rise with the lark, he gently 
stole from his rushy couch, and careful 
- vol*. II. B of 
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of awakening the friar, left the cave, 
and walked out to enjoy the firesh breezes 
of the morning. 

Theturrete^pf St* MacgaBet's caqght 
his attention, and directing hi«.&tepaJ;hat 
way, he strolled through the cloisters 
into the body of the chapel, where he 
amused himself for a considerable time 
in examining all around him. At length 
his meditation was disturbed by the 
sound of approaching steps, and,. advan- 
cing to meet them, he turned suddenly 
upon the gged Itevidi, who had repaired 
thither, as he wa& frequently accustx>ixied^ 
to join in matio^ with the friar. Thus 
unexpectiagly meeting with a stranger, 
oombined apparently to some yet stroi^ier 
cause, had the most sensible «l!ect upon 
the good old man, for fixing his eyes on 
Leopold, starting back^ and standing 
motionless, he exdaimed, crossing him^ 
gelf.^« Hdy Virgin ! who art thou ?" 

" I pjiay your pardon, fether,'' an<« 
aw^red the ycmth ; " I have unwillingly* 

,sjurpwed 
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stsppiised y<m. I ato ^ stifiutiga; an4 
came last lii^t to &tk^ Austin^ isAli 
I left the good man steering, mi vreik) 
ad oufc to aqjojr tbe momis^ sii, when 
the dlmpA attmalad my ourttMi^^ and 
made me enter." 

.As Xieopdld i»peke^ this eyei t^ Diavid 
w«re rivetted upon hiid .«•--'' I am a weal| 
9nd.a foolish cH torn,'' retwnad he; 
** excuse me — I wiis Ukm hy ^ntj^nse. 
Thee father is not irfmtto slee^ so late; 
I fear he is ndt weU.** 

*^ In truth I fear not," ssitemered Leo» 
poM, ^ibr he rested not durmg the 
night, which made nae the mcnre careful 
of distaui^ing l»m. With a heart 4k>' re- 
Twence Ms Virtues and y(mr age, m^ 
pteamae has appveiltly been vexatious 
to both." 

** SAf not 90, ^Dod ycuth,* a&swered 
David ; " the friar is neither Cf^cidbua 
nor imjust^— y<mr pres,etie^ Iberefow^ 
conld not be dhg^deaiteig to him;' and fi»r 

B 8 myself; 
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4 St. MARGARET'S CAVE ; 

myself, I frankly declare that no sentU 
ment but surfirise occasioned my con- 
duct at this our first meeting. But I will 
go forth— -my heart is uneasy for him ; 
I expected to have found him at matins 
— ^it is past his usual hoiir." 

Leopold, without explaining the bu- 
siness that brought him to Austin, ac- 
companied David to the cave, where they 
found him still sleeping. 

** Oh my life/' said I>avid, " I have 
not seen him so sound asleep for years. 
Heaven grant it prognosticate no evil ! 
his life is a thousand times more precious 
to me than my own^" 

" He was by no means well yester- 
evening," replied Leopold ; " there&ra 
disturb him not. Let us wait his awak- 
ing — sleep will restore him." 

David agreed with the youth, and 
both seating themselves upon a projec- 
tion of the rock, remained silent. The 
friar's sleep, though apparently sound, 

was 
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M^ift not undisturbed ; for starting^ be 
twice called aloud upon the name pf 
Adelaide. / 

" The father dreams," said David, fear- 
ful that, from his twice articulating a fe^ 
male name, the stranger should form 
some unjust surmise; ** he thinks not 
waking upon wom^en-^his , thoughts are 
more highly placed." 

** I mean not to leiisen the father's 
sanctity," replied Leopold, " but pardon 
me if I dissait from you. He called, I 
deem, upon the. abbess Adelaide — a wo- 
man whose idea would not pollute the 
remembrance of a saint" 

The surprise of David at the chapel 
.was trifling, compared to what he fdt at 
tiiiis^ reply; but the father awaking, he 
made no answer. 

. " Shame upon my idleness!" said he, 
looking around him : ** my h'oKiest David, 
are you there ? . and my young guest too ! 
How could you both suffer me to sleep 
$0 long ? My mind has been so busied 

B 3 «... in 



m sfMm long pasl^ tliat I liave notonlj 
Aiegleeted my daties to Heaven^ biitthost 
of hospitality." 

Th& fliiar then, in fern wotdB, explained 
to David the Wsiness that had brought 
Xeopold thither, and aho ioforBae J the 
youth that David was the long-tried and 
fiuthftil; servant of the house of Fits&i> ^ 
waiter ; after which they adjourned to 
the cbapd, where they join.ed the &ther 
in his devotionsw - 

The graoeful ease of Leopold's man^ , 
nep, and his attention, not only to the 
friar, but tothe aged David; interested^tito 
hearts of both in his favour ; and pifay^rs 
being concluded, and their spirits re- 
cruited by what homely fare the fria? 
liad to bestow, he reminded his gjiest of 
the promise he had made hini: the even- 
ing before. David rose to with<fraw; 
but Austin having asked Leopold if he 
had any objection to his remaining, and ! 

on his answering in the negative, he de- ' |; 
sired him to resume his^ place, wbiek 

being * 
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being com^Ued wkh^ the yooth began 
hL^ story >— « 

'* My good father^ I shall niake a j^orry 
historian; yet in wdep to expldn in 
what manner I became •acqiudxited with 
what appears to cause you so much wotl- 
de?^ it may be necessary to lay the whole 
ef my insigrnficant life before you. 

" My father is a vineyard-keeper/ in a 
small hamlet, at the distance ci tSiree 
ieagnes from Marseilles. I am his second 
son, my elder brother died youngs and no 
other child by my mother succeeded 

me. 

^ Think me not migratefiil, nor want* 
kig in filial duty» when I speak merely 
trath. My father^ disposition was harsh 
and unbending, and I felt it the mcM^e 
severely, as it was frequently exerted 
towards my ixtother, the remembrance 
of wbose tenderness ' for me, even now^ 
makes my heart glow with gratitude. 
What that affection might have proved; 
had tt beeli cemiented with years and im* 
i B 4 creasing 
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creasing oUigation, I know not^ for at 
the early age of nine I lost her» by a 
sudden and violent death, a large piece 
of timber falling from one of the vincr 
presses, and killing her upon the spot; 
Though young, I was old enough to be. 
sensible of my misfortune, and that the 
more keenly, as I had no one left to sup- 
ply her place. 

" My father— Heaven forgive me if 
I judge erroneously ! — ^felt no violent sor- 
row. He said she was a sickly, discon- 
tented, pining woman, whose loss he 
must supply by a healthy active wife— - 
a speech I thought so unfeeling and hor- 
rible, that it became imprinted upon my 
youthful imagination in characters never 
to be effaced. To prove that he spoke 
as he thought, in a month after her de- 
cease he married, and brought home the 
daughter of a peasant at some distance 
from us, and who speedily began to make 
me feel the sorrows my youth must 
struggle withy until I attained years and 

strength 
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strength sufficient to seek another sliel- 
ter. 

^ JJot to weary you, I underwent va- 
rious mortifications, with scarcely a beain 
of satisfaction, until I attained my twelfth 
year, by which time my mother-inrlaw 
had presented my father with two sons. 
At that period I became acquainted with 
the good friar, &ther Jc^n, by a trifling 
occurrence which I must relate to you. 

** I was one day employed in tying up 
the vines, which were loaded with fruit» 
in my father's ground, when I discover- 
ed a venerable old man, clothed in a cloak 
and cowl, seated by the road-side. The 
thick foliage of the vineyard concealed 
me, and curiosity prompted me to ob- 
serve his actions. He wiped the drop* 
of perspiration from his wrinkled fore* 
head ; he raised his eyes to Heaven, and 
in a low voice ejaculated a prayer oi 
thankfulness, then opened a leathern bag 
that lay by his side, and taking out a^ 
filice of black bread, put it to his lips, 

** My temper is naturally viva 

B5 ] 
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r nevw statti to> reoollecfc that the meat^ 
ness of prying had shewn me the situa^ 
tionof the friat^ but hastily tearing off 
the largest' and best bunch of girapea i 
could 6nd, I rmd^ed through the indo^ 
sure, and in a moment stood before 
him« 

. ^ My good &fiher/ said I» 'you are in a 
perspiration, and must be thirsty ; a. feiv^ 
grapes will moisteUi your bread, and £ 
have plenty in the vineyard.' 

* Youth/ replied the father, ' are these 
your own grapes, th^ you give so free- 
ly ?• 

* Yes, father, I have been tying them 
up, and supporting the branches evep 
since daybreak : eat them ; indeed they* 
are ripe— *the hot sun for this kst month 
has made them quite purple/ 

* You are the master of the vineyard* 
then ?* returned the friar, dryly. 

* No, but my father is.' 

* And how dare you give away, your 
Other's property without his consent ?' 

^ For a, moment I felt oonfuse.d, but 

my 
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]ari3r aecustomed q^iiits ^6dUy overcattie 

iC« 

. ' Fatber; i^ed I, ' the bircU of the 

:6r do not craiire my/ather'i» leave to take 

his grapes ; ia his own son leiss^ £i;ee thaa 

they?' 

. ' Youth,' answered, die friai', * faiidif 
take simply for their own wants, not £m 
ihose of others;' 

* Pardon me, father — I have seen fheco 
feed their young wilfe tlie produde of 
eur vineyard a« hiuidred tinier' 

* You are a skilful young logieiaiV rCf 
plied he, smiling. ' Birds act aceo'rdi^g 
to the sifiptjde dictates of nature; and ean-r 
not err, nor would tfae^ be sensible if 
they did.' 

' I wii^ I was a bird then, &ther» for 
I always know when I act wrong, it 
makes me so uncomfortable; you are a^ 
wise man, and a priest, but were you ta<« 
talk tilLto-morroW^ you would not eon^:^ 
vince me,, for I don't feel uneasy at all 
now; not in the least, as I did when I 

b6 galloped 
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galloped the old mare too fast-— nor as I 
did when I took some of Claude Rouse's 
apples that hung over our orchard. Th6n, 
&ther»ibr the first, I was so vexed, that 
I lay down by the poor beast, and cried; 
and for the apples, when I remembered 
I was a thie^ I threw them all back again 
into his ground.' 

* Where do you live, my lad?' asked 
the firiar. 

'' I pointed out our cottage at the side 
of the hill, a short distance from where 
we stood. 

^ 'Tis near the hour of nooti,' said the 
friar ; * do you not go home to dinner ?' 

* I have had grapes for dinner; I am 
in no haste to go home.' 

* Perhaps you do not go home to your 
lajsiily till evenings ^and then you make, 
a cheerful meal tc^ether?' 

* I have never made a cheerful meal 
since my mother died.' 

* How long is it since you lost he? ?' 

* Three years.' 

'The 
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* The dead rest from their labours. 
Your mother's spirit is, I trust, at peace ; 
and it is sinful to bewail a deceased pa- 
rent so severely as to become insensible 
of the affection of those who survive/ 

* I am insensible of no one's afiection; 
&ther ; no one ever loved me but my mo^ 
ther, and I never loved any one but her/ 

" The friar chid me ; but the gentle- 
ness of his manner attracted my corifi-^ 
dence, and ai^ he sat ta repose himself, I 
insensibly opened tny whole heart to 
him. After about an hour's conversa- 
tion he said — * I shall remain all night 
in your hamlet : do you think your fa- 
ther can let me sleep at his house ?' 

* That he can,' replied I, ' if he will, 
for you shall have my bed, and I will 
sleep in the barn ; but all I fear is, he 
will refuse you, for be does not lil^^e 
pries^ts/ 

' We will try him,^ answered he. 
* Come, yoii shall shew me the way.' 
" The good man was weary, and lin- 
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ing upon my shoulder^ we r^ach^ the 
cottage. My father and my z0other4rW 
law were seated at the door, under Hm 
diade of a large tree. The friar speedtijr 
made known his request^ adding^ that 
fae had for the last eighteen months been 
travelling from Lower Sa^oony, stoppifi^ 
occasiosially, as hia health or exhausted 
strength required, at the nsraasteries^ he 
passed. 

^Fronz Lower Saxony! Faith and 
troth)' answered my &ther, ^but you 
have bad a|»!eoious journey, ai^d at youfi 
age too! In. your place, father, I should 
have preferredending my days staugly in 
my monastery,* 

" The friar's reply was replete with 
mildness- and piety, and in spite €£ my^ 
father's har^ manners, forced him ta 
treat him with i^espect. My mother-in- 
law, too, .was pregnant, and she entreated 
the father's prayers' for her safety : in 
short, they consented to give. him. shelter 
for the nighti; but, to. my great mortifi* 

cation, 
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GBd:ibii, here&sedmy bed, and slept upon 
the ground, accoia^ng to the severe rule^ 
cf bis order. 

** During the evening, my Mher ap^ 
p^red inquisitive respecting the inhabit 
tants and customs of the country fron^ 
Ivfaeiiee he came, and ihe friar answei^d 
all his questions in a manner and laxi^ 
gjuage so different to what I had beexi 
accustomed to, that I could have Iis£eii^ 
to him for ever. 

' ^ The friar having satisfied my father's 
curiosity, the discourse turned on the 
good n^an*s future destination. 

^-A;i^d whCTi?, in the devil's name» Are 
you irudging to now ?' said my father : 
^ the sea, in three teagues further, wiU 
stop your prc^ess/ 

* Son,' replied the friar, mildly, * I go 
in God's name. My destinaticm is Pa- 
lestine ; there do I mean to finish my 
worldly pilgrimage, and lay my bones^ 
where the most blessed sainta, martyrs, 
and holy men have teodden/ 

-^ • By 
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* By my souV answered my father, 
* 1 hope the time is far distant ! but I 
had rather lay my body in France, than 
pass even a month of my life in such a 
distant country, for all the benefit to my 
bones.' 

' Speak not so irreligiously,' replied 
the friar: * I have, during my whole, 
life, had an inclination to visit the Holy 
Land, but never till within these two 
years thought to accomplish it.* 

* It was hardly worth while, at your 
time of day/ answered my fether, gross- 

* That is more than the wisest can 
aver,' replied he, * for the most insigni- 
ficant causes sometimes produce • the 
greatest effects ; and I will candidly own 
to you what at length determined me, 
and made me procure leave of the supe- 
rior of our order for my journey. One 
night that my mind had been particu* 
Wly employed in contemplating diffe- 
rent subjects respecting the^Holy Land, 

I went 
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I ivent to rest late. In my sle^, me* 
thought St. Francis, our patron, stood 
vbefpreme, and, with a smiling counte- 
nance, said^ — " Gratify thy wishes, John, 
by hastening to Palestine; I will sup- 
port thee on thy way. There thou shalt 
nurture a tree, whose branches shall 
spread over Germany, and from whose 
root shall be raised houses, to the ho- 
nour of the Blessed Virgin and St. 
Francis."-~This dream made an impres- 
sion I resolved not to resist : I related it 
to our superior, who gave me leave of 
absence, and, for these last eighteen 
months,' as quickly as my age would 
permit, I have been pursuing my jour- 
ney. I. mean to embark at Marseilles^ 
where I learned, some days ago, that a 

m 

ship lay bound to Joppa, and take my 
passage to Palestine.' ' 

" My father laughed heartily at the 
friaf s dream ; and, as they sep^ated for 
the night, advised him t^ di^am again, 
that St. Frands ordered him to retum» 



18 ST. MASUiJLXKl^eAJBl 

m he WW too old to take 9o kng b joaiv 
ney. 

^ I kacfw not why, but the iriai^s dis» 
OGunehad made roch an impression on 
me, that I could not sleep, and lisixig at 
daybieak, I went to seek him« He had 
akeady men from his hard bed, and was 
tmployed in prayer. Witibout speakip 
mg, I knelt by hu i^e, and, hia malini 
ended^ we entered into discourse^ 

^ I wisb» father/ said I, ' that I was 
going to Jerusalem with you ; I would 
be your dutiful son, and you should bt 
tsxy honoured father.' 

' My dear child/ anc^^red he, * 'tis 
against the rales of my order to take a 
companion ; and were it not M, do yoa 
tiiink I would deprive a* pdi?ent of his 
ifhild, ht^yperev I might gratify myself?* 

* Father/ said I, imcovering my arrni^ 
^ look at these bruisea; ate these marks 
1^ affection ?-^re tiiese the gi^ of a 
paBfent?' 

^ X saw ike tears stand in the friai^s 

eyes— 
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^esr^* God, Biy mn/ said be^ ^ will en^ 
dbie jcni to bear with res^miu)!! wlibt 
is iimsvtiidalde. bi a few yavs yoa wiH 
fae aUe to earn your own wlBfiisbeme^ said 
thesk no doty requires yoa to aoidfer iU- 
traatm^t' 

*^ More discourse passed, liut the fiiur 
wkfal^ to pursue his way, after having 
taken some sl%fat refresfameatv hade nsy 
fttfaer adSeu^ and commeiiding me to be 
dutiful and serve God, left us. 
' ^^ I could UGt suppress ny tears at faia 
departure, but was quichly roused from 
my grief by my &tber'a nffijmg' wcnam 
umart steokes witib a oane acioss( my 
t^duldera--^^ I owe thee tinlv' ^d hq; 
^ finr brini^ng hasne a« cantmg priest y«R 
terday; aiid if thou dost not dry Af 
tears, and hasten to labour, I will^douhle 
the dime.* 

^ I bad no resource bu^ passive dbe^ 
dienc^ and liieffefot^ vfient to the vine^ 
yard. But the whole day nothing WM 
in my tfaou^s htA aceompan^mg th# 

friar 
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friar to Jerusalem ; in. short, father/ the 
idea hecame sq strongly fixed, that I re* 
solved to hazaM all consequences to gra,^ 
tify my wii^es. I well knew that the 
good man Would never consent to take 
me in a clandestine manner, hut I flatf- 
tered myself, that if I could get on boitrd 
of ship without his knowledge, he was 
too gentle to be long angry, and could 
not send me hack when we had. once 
sailed. j; j 

** This resolution taken> with more 
art than you might suppose I possessddi 
in the evening I returned early : but in^ 
stead of going to deep, I no soosier 
watched the family to rest, than I anise» 
and leaving the house as gently as possi- 
ble^ took the road to Marseilles, where 
I had once he&xe been with ray &ther; 
Fear almost lent me wings, and at m&i 
rise I found myself at the port. I eager* 
ly inquired for a ship bound to Joppa, 
and received for answer, thdlt if I had 
any business on board, . I was too lati^ 

•for 
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fcf that the wind serving, tliey were 
raising their ahchar, and dti the point of 
sailing. 

^ This information caused me a mix* 
tare of fear and* joy ; the first, lest I 
should be left behind-^the second, that 
if I once g<^ on board, I should be safe 
from pursuit. Money I had none, but 
my entreaties and tears so far prevailed, 
that an old sailor at length took me in 
his boat to the ship's side, where I pre. 
tended business with the fiiar, who, they 
informed me, came on board the night 
before, but so greatly fatigued that he 
was not risen, and as all were employ edy 
ti^ey direeted me to his cabin. 

^ My pdbnt thus far gained, I was in 
no haste to appear before him, as I feared 
he would cause me to be sent back; but 
^Nfiting by the general confusion at- 
tendant on jsailing, I concealed myself 
in the hold, where I lay undisturbed till 
the vessel had at least been six hours on 
Jjer way. . 

"To 
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^ To describe tiie aftfemishm^nt of tke 
ftther when I fixst stood before him^ or 
my own confusion, is beyond my power* 
He chid me severely, and repDssented 
my dii;obe£ent flight in the strongest co-c 
loitts; to ali of whidi I made no replyt 
but teass, xaxtil be obsewed tkat he 
should take means to send me bock on 
the return of the ship. 

'' I arnw^^ passionately--^^ Tfaenr 
will I throw myself into the sea. If yoa 
win sufler me to be Mrith you, I wffl be 
your dutiful and obedient acn; bnt if 
not, God will forgive nse, fot he knoWfii 
what I have to suSer at home/ 

^ Holy Virgin !' answered the gooft 
man, * teach me how to act with this 
child, at once tiie most gentle and most 
determined of spirits !' 

• Father,* said I, throwing myself air 
his feet, ^ do but try me, and if ever I of* 
fend you, send me back.* 

^ At least,' replied he, forcing a seve^ 
rity into his features that did not appei^ 

tain 
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4ain to them, ^ I will keep jao till you 
IttrTe learned the siA of nidbing; uncidlied^ 
into your Creator^ presence.' 
-. 'VFrom this hour we were fidends; 
dsffid the Diott affectionate parent eoold 
49ot have loved me better than tiie£iav. 
Even during our voyage he began to in- 
43tKuct me, and I am oosivineed that be- 
fore we reached Palestine, parting wauI4 
Jb&ve.been as painful to him as to 'my^ 
Sf If. 

'^ On our arrival at Joppa^ the friar 
gave letters to the captain of the. vessel, 
to be renjitted to my &ther on his re- 
turn, which, however,^ was not to take 
place for some months, as he was upofi 
a trading voyage. 

'* From Jo;^ we pursued oAr i^ay 
to Rama, where we ware met by the 
superior of the ea^Hichlns, who obtained 
leave of the &ther-guardian for friar 
John to continue his way to Jerusalen]^ 
and on hearing my story, gave me leave 
to accompany hixn. I was now at the 

lieight 
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height of my wishes; but for the |we- 
.sent must omit a description of the holy 
city, and all the saored spots I visited 
with my patron; let it suffice, that the 
good father having performed all those 
duties his station required, was aocom^ 
modated with a cell and small oratory 
near the monastery of St Saviour, ad- 
joining the gate of Damascus, in the city 
of Jerusalem. Here, to be brief, I con- 
tinued the good man's constant, and, as 
he was pleased to say, attentive pupil, 
for five years, during whidi time no 
pains on his part were wanting ; and for 
myself I confesi^ his kindness made me 
love him above all men: his lessons, 
therefore, were delightful to me, and to 
listen to his voice, and hear his instruc- 
tions, the highest gratification I had ever 
experienced. It was his intention tq 
have brought me up to the church ; but 
the liveliness of my disposition, which 
even the ill-usage I had met with at 
home could not curb, made him relin- 
quish 
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quisfa that opmion^; and h^ resolved^ a 
t&liort lime' before hss death, to interest 
some of the great femilies be was known 
to iti Germany m my &voun But, alas ! 
I had scarcely attained fbe age when we 
lessn the value of a frieiid^ and that 
youlih most needs an adviser, when he 
was matched fi»)m me. - 

«« The good man wai^setit fbr to take 
the oonfe^ion* of a Christiati merchant, 
at. the . distance of a league from our 
dwelling ; and being much in years and 
somewhat lame, he was necessitated to 
go on^ a mule, and on his return was 
thrown, and one of his legs broken. 

^ From the first appearance c^ this 
accident, there were but small hopes of 
bia rcjcovery ; yet he languished for two 
months bafoie I had l&e sorrow of losing 
him; During thi& interval I never lefi 
him but once, and tibat at his own ex- 
press desure, to fetch his papers from t^e 
OTatory.— ^ I have none;' said he, / that 
can be dther serviceable or detrimental' 

VQL. !!• c to 
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to any person ; therefore it is iihmate* 
rial iijito whose hands they fall-— one ex- 
cepted, which is the confession of a lady 
r long since dead, and whose mind was as 
pure as those of the angels among whom 
she now resides. This paper/ continued 
the father, * cannot, I appreh^id, be of 
the least value 4x> any one ; yet there 
was a fervency in her manner when she 
gave it me, that has placed a value upon 
it, and though now almost sixteen years 
back, I cannot resolve to destroy it ; it 
is signed with her own name, and those 
of two of the most distinguished charac- 
ters in Germany, the count and countess 
de Hoffman, also that of a worthy and 
faithful attendant' 

* Is there any one, father,' exclaimed 
'' I, *to whom I can convey it? I am 

^ young and strong, and heed neither dif- 
ficulties nor distance to satisfy your 
wishes.' 

* My dear youth, you meet my de- 
sires. The lady was buried in the con- 
vent 
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vent of St. Mary, Bremen, and could I 
by any means convey it to the superior 
of that institution, it would be in safety, 
should it ever be required. I would 
also wish the count and countess de 
Hoffman apprised where it is placed; 
and as there is no worldly object at this 
moment so near my heart as yourself, I 
will also endeavour to write a few lines 
to recommend you to their notice: I 
flatter myself the good countess will not 
neglect my recommendation.' 

" However s^isible of the friar's good- 
ness, my own advantage was but a se- 
condary consideration while he was in 
danger. With the utmost difficulty he 
accomplished what he proposed, writing 
a letter in my favour to the countess de 
Hofifaian ; and two days after, I had the 
misfortune to lose the only fiiend I had 
in the world. — ^Pardon me,'* continued 
the youth, wiping off a few tears that 
fell on his cheek ; ^' but on this subject 
I ani not master of myself. To NiolKilas 

c 2 Stembeim 
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Sternheim I <we my existence, but to 
friar John what words can express my 
obligations ? But for him, my mind had 
been uncultivated, and^ like a rank soil^ 
had fNPoduced nothing but weeds. Witis 
inde&tigable industry he sowed die sseds 
of rectitude and honoinr ut my hearty 
and £^iouM they not bear firutt^ mine wiU 
be the sin, not his. Thus, when I com* 
pare my oUigiations to hinot and ta my 
fether, I consider the one as thetpanent 
of my soul, the other mi^ely the father 
of my body. 

^* I must not here omit to tell yeo, 
that during the whole time^ I had been» 
in PaLestine;^ I had never heard fron^ my^ 
&tiieit. thought the same eaptain had 
been tbiaee at Joppa; aiid had aity let- 
ters been sen^ he would andoubteidiji 
have caused them: to have been oonveyed 
to the mc4ia$tery« 

"* Before my good patron died, be re- 
monstratedt in the strotigest torms^ on 
the tmdutifulness of estraogiag mjmself 

from 
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from my &ther, and conjured me, as I 
meant to prosper hereafter, to return, 
and ask his blessing before I proceeded 
to Ctermany . — * You have nothing now 
to 6dB3^\ said he; ^ your fether will find 
Umself relieved from the burden of your 
xnaintenaBoe, and, my doubt, will at least 
receive you kindly. I would, my son,' 
continued he, ' that I had sovnefbing to 
bequeath, t^at ms^tieifiable yoii to pur- 
sue yowr way imore eligibly tlian I ean 
promise myself ; but the wifife is vain. 
Hksiwever, when <!mce in Fmnoe, Italy, 
or Grermany, use my name^ and dedare 
your errand, and every monastery you 
pass will entertain and give you succour, 
till you reach the place where, I hope, 
first for my sake, and afterwards for your 
own, you will find friends.' 

" The night before his death, after 
recommending me to the priests, seeing 
me plunged in sorrow, he said — ' Sup- 
press this unavailing grief, my son : old 
men die, and young ones spring up. I 

c 3 am 
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convinced, and have long been so, that 
our meeting was for some wise purpose, 
beyond the contracted sight of man to 
discover. Be virtuous, and thou hast 
nought to fear ; and should, hereafter, a 
success beyond thy present hopes attend 
thee, remember in thy orisons friar John, 
and, in thy gratitude, his blessed patron, 
St^Francis/ 

** An hour after this speech the good 
man yielded up his pure soul to his 
Creator, and left me, as I thought, with- 
out a friend under the wide expanse of 
heaven. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER II. 



The Strangefs Story contintied. 

** The la«t duties paid to my patron, I 
bade adieu to the &thers, who gave me 
what assistance they had in their power, 
and took my way to the port of Gaza, 
where I was informed a vessel lay on 
the point of sailing for the mouth of the 
Rhone, and in which I embarked, and 
after a not unpleasant voyage arrived 
safe in France. The assistance the fa- 
thers had bestowed upon me was barely 
sufficient to enable me to reach home, 
where, I must confess, I had never in- 
truded, but in compliance with the fri- 
ufs request. 

c 4 " You 
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" You may perhaps suppose my long- 
absence had softened my father's acrimo- 
ny towards me ; on the contrary, it had 
increased it, and I was received with 
every taunting expression that bitterness 
and cruelty could devise. Even the 
mild example of the friar had not taught 
me to suppress my passions, and with 
few words I was on the point of leaving 
the house, when my father called me 
back, commanding me to stay, under 
penalty of his curse. For two days ^fter 
this his conduct was ^bomy and reserv- 
ed ; but it was plain, had he given his 
words ventp they would have been no 
kinder than heretofore. 

" On the second evening I ventui^d 
to inform him that I was entrusted by 
the father with papers designtad ifor the 
superior of the eonvent of St Mary's, 
near Bremen, and craved his permission 
to depart speedily on my joxurnqr. Guess 
my distress and vexation when he Uunt- 
ly refused me, and that in terms of the 

most 
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most uiB&f^Ufi^ tanslHie^s^ He^B^cG^Qae 
whether I 4id not thmk I hajd ei^y^ a 
la^ey li& Ico^ enough, thitt \ : stiU wanted 
to continoe i^?T-r' Np, no,'; i added hct, 
/these iR)lliief;. ^^; oirf]%, Wh^ J heard 
ypu were; ill dPfil^i^f^ I thought the old 
man might make you a priest, and can- 
not say 5 if thal^ pould hate bei^ effected, 
.but I should . fa^ve. M^illingly consented ; 
ij^ it ^&i those Jbop^es aM vaii^, aqd you 
mMst use more aotiyijky tiiaD you have 
faithi^rto -doiiie. You fire of an age to 
sa^e me the wages of a labourer in the 
vineyard, and, in future^ I shall expect 
that return for tilpe expences I have been 
at upon your ajecount.' 

^^I reptied^ with more forwardness 
than perhaps Ji^ecame me, that my obe- 
dience to my dear fiiend's request could 
by no meSiQs inoreaae that expence ; that 
I ; was , awar« <>f the kngth of (the jofimey , 
but asked im (assistance cm that account, 
as I would^nti^at the hospitality of the 
convents tha^^ I passed«HQay^ sooner live 

/ c 5 on 
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on berries by the way than fail in the 
promise I had solemnly given. I then, 
hoping to render my suit more propi- 
tious, mentioned the recommendatory let* 
ter I possessed to the countess de Hoff- 
man, and that I flattered myself it might 
be the means of easing him in future 
from the trouble I occasioned him. 

*^ This information, instead of palliat- 
ing, increased his anger, though Gtom 
what motive I know not, unless it was 
that he feared losing the power of tyran- 
nizing over me. He peremptorily in- 
sisted on seeing this recommendation, 
and though I assured him it was sealed, 
and that I was unacquainted with the 
contents, he persisted in his demand. 

"With reluctance I at length com- 
plied, but was far from expecting the re- 
sult of my acquiescence, for he no sooner 
read the direction than he tore open the 
letter : but what the contents were I 
know not, for he had scarcely time to 
peruse them, before he threw it into llie 
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fire, with an exiecration at once directed 
at myself and the good friar. 

'^ My anger at this conduct was too 
great for me to dare give it vent before a 
parent; I therefore rose, and was pre- 
paring to leave the apartment, when sud- 
denly recollecting himself, he called me 
back, commanding me to bring what 
manuscript papers the old hypocrite had 
left with me. Shall I confess I nearly 
forgot my duly on his using that oppro- 
brious appellation ? 1 however strug- 
gled with my passion, and succeeded in 
concealing it in s^ence ; until sepeating 
his command, I replied that I neither 
w^ nor ever had be^, acquainted with 
any person who deserved that name ; but 
that if, which I could scarcely suppose, 
he alluded to the sainted friar John, 
what remained entrusted by him to me 
should never leave my possessicHi, till 
given into those hands for whom it was 
designed. 

" My father rose to strike me, but 

c 6 avoiding 
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avoiding his blow I 6aid«— ^ Do not let 
passion make you forget you ai« a fa- 
ther, lest I diould itnfortuaateiy mherit 
aiough of the same spint to ibrget I am 
a son.' 

'' With these words I rushed oxxt of 
his presence, and r^ained my chamber^ 
where my first caie was to coneeal in my 
bosom the paper addressed to die abbess 
of St. Mary's ; and after a short time, 
bearing all quiet, I retired to rest. 

" The occurrences of the evening were 
too &eBUy imprinted upon my memory 
to suf!er me to deep. The partition be- 
tween my chamba* and that where my 
&ther slept was slight ; and from repeat- 
edly hearing my name mentioned, I at 
length lent an attentive ear : my mother- 
in-law was blaming him seveiely for not 
suffering me to go where the fiiar had 
recommended. 

' You may do as you ^iease,' said shc^ 
' but for my part I should think his ab- 
sence a thorn out of my side. There 

now 
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now are ray poor boys, Nidiolas and 
Anthony : they will never be pampered 
asid ioducated like him. < AMilie vfllagers 
who faa*re seenliim sunce his return say 
he looks like a knight at least ; and by 
my ttoth^ if piide eould make him a 
king, I am saie heposaeiseB a suffidait 
iq[uantity.* 

* I will take care/ answered my father, 
*to make him^ obedient ta yoar com- 
mnods; and in ihafciease to give you no 
oaose of edmplaiirt.' 

^ As ior ihfltth^dvileiQdttgh^'sdiddie; 
' hut then I would'sooaier do any l^ing 
myaelf tium employ him* in tiie first 
place^ he if so awikwBid-«-«mdin the next^ 
it aiMWfis appears aaSf he was doing me 
a &vour» <^ Best your late wife's soul, 
Nicholas f continued tdie; ^but no one 
can be hanged fbr thinkings birtihat boy 
is no more like you than my graadmo^ 
ther. Yoiur wife^ too, was a Jne madam, 
that held no converse with her neigh- 
bours : I fear dbe went more among her 

betters 
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betters than vme oondachre to your 
honour/ 

** My &ther*s reply was in alow voice: 
he apparently, however, attempted to 
vindicate my mother^s fame^ for my 
stepdam^s voice was loud and discon- 
tented. My &ther appeared to ^veovay 
to the torrent, for he made no.ieply till 
his wife ceased. 

* Women are ever obstinate and sel& 
willed,' at length said he, ^ and force 
men to disclose what they wish to con- 
ceal : know then, that my late wife pos- 
sessed a considerable sum of money, 
whidi on. our marriage was settled upon 
the childrim of our union; Leopold, 
therefore, has the whole daim upon this, 
either when he comes of age, or I leave 
him to his own guidance. Need I teU 
thee, Theresa, that thou and thy children 
are a thousand times dearer to me than 
this boy ? whom I would to fortune was 
in his grave sooner than he should give 
thee a moment's uneasiness !' 

"This 
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** This assurance appeared to palliate 
my stepdame's wrath.-—* But does he 
know of this money ?' said she. 

* That is what I am not assured of/ 
answered he ; ' but I rather fear he does^ 
fiom the foolish fondness of his mother ; 
and* he was ^old enough at her death to 
remCTiber, and will not ML to claim it. 
Now, Theresa^ many things may happen 
if he stay at home/ for he is not immor- 
tal, and then the money will remain 
whole fo^ thee ; while, on the contrary, 
should he daim it and depart, it will be 
entirely lost to us for ever.' 

'^ The conversation was considerably 
longer, but to the same purport, there- 
fore immaterial to repeat My &ther, 
however, overrated ray motlier's partiali- 
ty for m^ for I had never heard a i^Ua- 
ble of money I had a right to inherit be- 
fore the fiKTcgoing conversation; which at 
once made me form a resohition, from 
which I determined not to be swerved. 

''It was the month of May. The 

dialogue ^^^^^^^ 



40 ST. MABOAMUT $ CAT£; 

diidogfie I had hfand^/wd thedioughts 
it gEffrit,Tmt0r^iatiiA»d ^ideep ; 1 there- 
fore arosi^ tritli^ihe ft»t fltnoiks.of ]i^, 
and. dotiiingjeayAelf witibcmt ^ i^ de- 
joetd!edto>)tliaiiai^r apartment^ where 
:miiusmig the door ^entfy^ withont mo- 
oef, atid ftli^t ilifiiil; a dlange.of lin^, 
atid Hie hdy's cMfeasion in mj basoin^ I 
abupdowd mjfiffdf tDihe «aU.atC large, 
.QonTiiioed that fioone.^maU apeak (tf» ca* 
.tbeat.n(ilie >u];^Ndiqgl3r^ an iiindffiaQding 
yotttlw thaamy omx &flier had idone* 

^ I had tnnr(9Jledifar fibmelea^ 
out stopping,, when the oaUs of hunger 
xtiade lite &eLJ ^ahpuld hayeoniidi to en- 
dure in . the } Ipag jomtiegr,' I iiad tmder- 
takefi. ItwashejriQiadoiiddiajriiefomlmet 
mth any <ede to iffaiun I ooiiid apply, 
when adeing^aa aged woman seated at the 
dixir o£a hut ilulkmg.a goat,'i>assumed 
oodsage to jadc faerfor % dcaiij^ of milk. 
The dame viewed me fcr ;:ai moment in 
siieme^ then Jtnatehing iqp a jug that 
stood hf her side^ aaid«^ Drmk, and 

welcome : 
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welcome : you are, I presume a traveller ? 
and in troth a young one ; many a tear 
have your poor parents shed to part from 
you, I warrant : but never heed ; keep up 
your spirits and trust in Heaven, and the 
Holy Virgin will preserve you from all 
harm.* 

'' I thanked the good woman, and was 
about taking my leave, when she inter- 
rupted me by asking how far I was going, 
and how I was provided for my^jouxnf y ? 

'^ On my mentioning Br6m^i» in 
Low^r Saxony^ the good woman xarossed 
herself—* I have heard of such distant 
countries;,' said jshe, ' hut I know no- 
thing of them; I fear they ^aie ^d plaoefi. 
I have lived foui^score years, Jdxkd nevar 
was more than fbux leagues from this 
cottage in my life/ 

" Not to weary you, the dame l^eeame 
so interested for me that she iB;dfl(M: <in 
tny partaking her dinner, after whjidi, 
with many salutary and friendly cau- 
tions, we parted 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER HI. 



The Stranger's Story continued. 

" li^infCKSD until it was £a advanced in 
thenight,and havingreached a monastery 
of Benedictines, craved their hospitality, 
which they readily granted ; and on he- 
ing uiformed of my errand, gave me a 
recommendation to another J[iouse of 
their order, at the distance of fifteen 
leagues, from whence I again obtained 
suecour ; and indeed, by the kindness of 
the fathers, met with relief and enter- 
tainment during the whole of my long 
and tedious journey. 

** I should not omit to inform you, 
that from the first monastery I reached 

I wrote 
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I wrote to my father, and candidly con- 
fessed haying overheard the discourse 
between him and my mother-in-law. I 
spoke with sorrow of my misfortune 
in not being beloved by him, and in 
the most solemn manner gave up all 
right to any sum he might hold of 
mine in right of my mother, and finaUy 
entreating pardon for the step I had 
* taken, pleading an irresistible call to ful- 
fil the request of the friar, and to which 
I the more readily yielded, when I had 
witnessed from his own lips that even 
my eternal absence would give him no 
concefn. 

'' I shall pass over a toilsome journey 
which brought me to Bremen. My 
first visit was to the convent, where 
ringing at the gate, I requested to speak 
to the superior. The portress informed 
me she wasf confined to her chamber, 
but that if I had aught of consequence 
to communicate, she would call sister 
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Clarioe, to whom the busuaess saight^ be 
equally impiurte^* 

'' Meici&il Heaven !" exdakned the 
youthy 'bEeakiiag off the thread 4^ his 
stoijo /' the good &ther fauats ; is he siaJb- 
ject to these fita? He greatlj alarmed 

Sj tisie jouit caves of David and lueo- 
pold, A-ustin. speedily recovered; but for 
some ix^opacflpte hisi miad a^peuied wan- 
^nng^ tor ^smitioig liis ihrcMt» then r ai$- 
iog hisrhittds m mbi agoiiy> <)f ^ef, he 
eKf^aii^^r^'^ Oh^ Clarice ! Heaven^ to 
wi/vwd thy virtue^ has placed jthee un- 
der an angel's wing» while I,/ accurs- 

. ^ If ithe seif-dev(^;pd sd»:vants of the 
bQly/;Chu^ shall pronoutice themsdves 
acci^rsedf in whose bosom shall hope 
spriqg up ?'• intemipted Dav?4* '^ My 
ffsiw»x& master^ oahaa your mind ; you 
are anxious to hear this youth's story, 
biii;yo|ur impatience defeats itself. Suf- 
,: r\'\ fer 
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^ fer u& to withdraw for* a few mtirates, 

whilst you compose your spirits?." 
L^ The father feowedf his ftea* fti token of 

t acquiescence, andP UebpcAiSt wJth Dtevifl 
i left tfte cate; wften Austin hiiWiBly 
a kneeling, rema&ted for a half-hour in fer^ 
vent jirayer; thett wi¥h more composures 
soagtrtrMs guests. 

In the* raeanlflme D&vM had etitererf 
into conversation wttfr IL^OpoM, careful- 
ly excusahg the* eondtrct of Austin, say- 
ing, truly, that *Sfe sorroffs oFhis youth- 
had ^rangeiJ liis ^ understanding; andf 
that itx^as «niy By* the most rigid pfety; 
puyer, and^ k& esD^rtiplary life, thsiif ' fie 
had succeeded' in recovering ^e sdnity^ 
he at present possessed — ^that ftis ffij^ts^' 
if they could' be cafleff such, were^iidw 
very rare, and Hke pajraxysfims shottii' tmil 
always to hi overcame hy Ifea^^hg^hfttt a 
short l&ne' tb-Ms itecofl&ctidw. ' ^^' " 
"Heaven mitigate the acuteii^ oi^ 
his sufferings f said'Leopolffr *' hi^ sor- 
rows^ appeal to nife riot only* r^il|)eict^Mef 

but 
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but sacred. Wishes are all I have in my 
power; for, with a disposition to love 
and succour all mankind, I want the 
means, and with an ^nn able to wield 
the sword, I sink in inactive and inglori- 
ous ease. Oh !" continued he, with en- 
thusiasm, *^ my soul languishes for some 
blissful opportunity to shew that neither 
the meanness of my birth, nor the severe 
usage that cramped my inftncy, have 
had power to extinguish that divine 
spark of emanation, implanted in my 
boscQOQ by tny great Creator. I feel," 
added he, '' that this strong body and 
active mind are blessings bestowed upon 
me for some good purpose, and I will 
consider them as such*— not to be used 
upon every unworthy occasion, but to 
be bravely exerted upon the just de- 
mands of honour^and virtue ; and let my 
life be long or short, at least let me not 
have lived in vai; !" 

David regarded the youth at once 
with a mixture of wonder and admira- 
tion; 
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tion; but before he ooidd reply, they 
perceived Austin advandng towards 
them. 

Both hastened to meet him. — '^ My 
good father," said Leopold, " I rejoice 
to see you better. I wish that you 
would permit me to transfer to you 
the duty I owed to my deur friend, fiiar 
John : he flattered me by say mg I was 
become necessary to his happiness — alas ! 
I am now necessfiry to the happiness of 



no one *' 






I accept the offer," replied Austin, 
if you can, on your part, adopt so im- 
worthy a substitute for so good a man." 
•* With rapture," answered the youth ; 
** I will consider that I have once more 
a parent, a Mend to direct my inexpe- 
rienced youth, to reprove my errors, to 
cultivate the good he may find in my 
disposition, and to assist n(^ in. eradicat- 
ing the evil." 

" We will now," said the ftiar, •* if it 

be 






pj(m to the fttcorjr. whidt my upfKrlteiMite' 
weakness broke off; I tcust I bMI ^ be 
BiiDEe QoUeetedi dudiig tib» itoiaipdwt c^ 
foiiri«dtQl." ? 

^^ I tnirt ytOTL win," answetfed^he : 'Hbuyt^ 
fstiier, ca^l me Leapoidy m 9m ^ ilmm^ 
ixames sovoor more df fiieadship akd l^. 
of certmooyTr ' . \ 

With suidif ooBvensatioiL they letnron^ 
to the ca«^. where Leopold BesnmedUb): 
story :-^- , 

, ^* I waitedat^tha grate untii t]»^ por^^ 
tress called the hdy Clarice,, a wcmian 
apparmtly of the age of fortjMfi?^ (for 
her t^H was tibrown; bade),, and' whobe 
wh<de a^peaopsmoe at once ittsp&md' me 
with reypeetaiid estecon.'' 

The Mar groasied, but almost m0»eq^ 
tflrily vecomreA his^ ^notion, and he^h 
pold GDiitiliiied^ 

^' In few words I rdated my eifand, 
during wliich' the lady vie^nred^ me with 

(i so 
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SO scrutinizing And piercing att^tion, 
that had I been an impostor, I am con- 
vinced my conscious face must have de- 
clared it She next questioned me with 
extreme minuteness, to all of which I 
replied with truth, saving only that I 
spared my father^s character respecting 
the letter to the countess ; for though I 
hold it right to disclose my whole sor* 
rows to you, as to my booTs director, I 
did not judge it neoessiuy in this case^ 
though, on my. own account, I could 
liave kid my whole heart open to her in- 
spection. 

•• I presented the packet which con* 
tained the confession, when glancing at 
the direction, she said — * T%iese charactei:s 
are indeed truly the good friar's; I knew 
them from my youth, and will not &U 
to presait your commission to our supe- 
rior. I know not if ever this writing 
may be called for, but well I recollect in- 
quiries have been made for friar John, 
but on what account I am not acquainted.* 

VOL. II. D " Tb^ 



.-^ V* 



so ST. MAEGARET'S CATS ; 

*^ The lady tiien left me, and oonti- 
ncied absent some time. On faer retum 
$he saidf-^^ Young man, the lady-aUbasfe 
prays you to receive her thanks, and l«eu 
quests that, as you are a stranger, you 
will accept this small token as a requital 
for the trouble you have tak^ (preaeiit- 
ing me a purse) : repose yourself from the 
fatigue you have undergone, then let me 
see you again ; in the mean time, consi- 
der how we may serve you/ 

'* Though I felt humiliated to receive 
payment for the service I had rendered, 
yet the manner in which it was present- 
ed, jomed with my poverty, obUged me 
to accept it 

'*I repaired to a {dace of entertain- 
ment at about a league from the convent^ 
wfaece in a few -days I not only recover- 
;ed my fatigue, but also, by the assistance 
of the present I had received, made my 
appearance more respectable. 

*^ I had been accustomed to an active 
life, and therefore found my time hang 

very 
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retyheAry upon my hands, and resulted, 
mheti I should have onoe more s^n the 
lady Clarice, to proseoite my way to the 
capital, and cffet my services to jom the 
army. This intention was, however, 
^stcated ; for on my again visiting St. 
Mary% and seeing the sister, she yet 
more particukiiy questioned me than 
even at out first meeting, and when I 
was preparing to bid her fiarewell, re- 
quested me to call upon her the next day, 
m she might then^^ perhaps, consider of 
smnetfaing to m^e me defer my journey. 
** I obeyed this order with pleasure, 
4md cm the ensuing morning, when I ap- 
peared at the grate, she presented ma a 
letter addressed to the baron De HT)ff- 
jsian, saying*--^ At the distance of a 
quarter c^ a league from hence dwells 
my nephew; take him this letter, and 
when he has read it, return and. let me 
know what reception he gives you : his 
father is absent, or I would have recom* 
mended, you to him/ 
I b3 My 



^.^ 



£8 ST. MAftGA1t£T'6 CAVIS ; 

^' My surprise at this kindn^EJb^iitnk 
the lady Clarice scarcely left ttie pwirfifr 
to thank her; it appeared ar if 7tk« 
h&nd of Heaven was in it, as notwxtli& 
standing my father had tdm the «imr^s 
letter, and I considered that idt^ants^ 
as enti;^ly lost, that I should ]^r6dure 
another, and though not to the same pei& 
son, yet to one most nearly ^ied tdf h^ 

•* I know not how I reached the 
castle of De Hofifaian. My heiot beat 
high with expectancy^ and my sanguime 
imagination gave way to the idea Ihatl 
should meet the favour of the baron, and 
by degrees raise myself from the obscu- 
rity in which I was bom. 

^' On reaching ihe gates, and annouK'^ 
cing that I brought ia letter from the hi* 
dy Clarice of St. Mary's, I was immedi* 
ately shewn into a hall, where I had not 
waited long, before a youth of a noble ^ 
appearance, and apparently not older 
than myself, entered. I presented my 
letter, out he had scarcely read it, when 

he 
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lisheld^iit his hand) sayiQg<~^The wishes 

€£mj 4iuiito ClariGe and Adelaide are 

mtamcsfid i ta me^ though in this inr 

aKanoe lean chdm no merit, asyou cany 

JnA^pourcQuntiraance a recommendation 

sf^ieh my he^rt cannot refuse/ 

V ' ^M thanked this generous young no* 

bten»n. whose friendly manners aK«ar- 

ad' to hanish the distance fortune had 

placed betweeQ us. He informed n^e that 

to i/vus left at Brem^ for the conreni* 

finee of pursuing hiS; studii^^ while hi^ 

fidher was engaged in a. lawsuit in a 

distant pipvince» respectix^ some estates 

Ibat appertained to his mpther^ the. late 

fxmntess. By Hus discocgpse I learned 

tt^ the lady to whom father Johp had 

reconimended me was deadL 

.** After passing two hours with the 

haaroj^ 1 returned to the opnvent to in- 

fimn the ladies of my success, and to of- 

£er. my thanks. The abbess was still 

indispo^ed^ but the lady Clarice warmly 

.wished mehealth and prosperity^ and de* 

D 3 sired 
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sired I would sometimes call and infotm 
faer of my success. 

* '* Father, I should but weary you were 
I to relate all. the friendship — nay, bro- 
therly kindness, I received from Ferdi* 
nand De Ho£Pman. I accompanied him 
in all his excursioni^— I studied with 
him; and, in fine, enjoyed through his 
bounty all the advantages thset fortune 
could have given me. He was particu- 
larly employed in learning the English 
language, a study I also entered on witii 
an alacrity that enabled me in twelve 
months to speak it with the &cility you 
witness. During the whole of this pe« 
riod the ^ount remained absent, his bui* 
siness still detaining him; and being un« 
willing his son should lose the improve- 
ment so necessary at his age, he debarred 
himself the satisfaction of bis company, 
rather than break upon his studies. 

. •* During this interval we frequently 
called at St. Mary's, where we were 
constantly received by the lady Clarice, 

the 
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the bamn's aunt, the abbess Adebid^r 
seldom appearing be£;>re slraiigesrs, or 
e^m hec owa &mily^ unless upcm very 
j^rticular occasions, 

'^ At length a n^essenger announcsed 
to the baron that he might expect his 
father in a few days. Impatient to tes- 
tify his duty and embrace a parent, Fer« 
dinand and myself, attended by two do* 
mestics, left the castle the ensuing day 
i^ order to meet him. As we were ap. 
prised of his route, we continued our way 
until the third evening, when we met 
him at a house of entertainment where 
be had halted for the night. 

** Ferdinand's first duty paid, he hapten- 
^ to me.— ^ Leopold,' said hc^ * my fa- 
ther wishes to see you ; he is prepared ta 
esteem you, to thank you for the atten- 
tion you have paid his son, and, I trusty 
to give you more substantial proofs of 
bis friendship than 13 in my power to 
J^estow/ 

" I could only reply by pressing the 
. ^ p 4 hand 



kttid Mrkkh the noble youtb presMted 
to' leMl me into the count's presenoe. 

** On entering the apffirtinent-^' My 
dear father/ said he, * as yet you cin 
oidy love Leopdd for my sake, but once 
known, you will love him for his own ; 
but as his merits would be ill relatigd 4f| 
bis presence, I shall leave them to ydur 
ewn discernment' 

^* Warmly impressed wHh gratitude 
fer all the fiivours I had received fk»n 
the generous Ferdinand, I advanced to* 
wards the count ; but viewing me witb 
a mixture of anger and horror, he started 
bade, and remained fixed in a silent 
scrutiny of my person. 

' My dear father, will you not speak 
to my friend Leopold ?* said Ferdifiand;. 

* To whom ?' answered the count, en- 
^^vouring to overcome the strangeness 
of his manner. 

*To Leopold Stemheim,* returned 
Ferdinand, ^ my friend and constant 
eompanion during your absence.* 

* Leopold 
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^ Leepdd Stemheim !* repeated tiie 
count, nf^iarently recoltecting hioisdl^ 
^ f .ie<q»old Sternhdm ! From whence 
.QOmesfae?' 

* My dew nr,' answered FerdimtaS^ 
* I informed yQu of all respecting htui 
before he appeared iayour presence, and 
1 1)^ hoped you would have reoriyed 
him as became his merit' Then turnip 
ing to me, he added, in a low voice—* 
\ Leopold, xaay I presume so &r upon 
.your firlendship as to eiitreat your afa^ 
feaee? My father is frequently thus.: 
fatigue to-day h^^ overpowered fakn ; a 
short repose will restore bis usual cahop 
ness.' 

'' I instantly left the apartment^ aa 
you may judge, not much prejudiced ia 
Ijie count's favour, and had remained 
ip^ear two hours alone^ b^re Ferdinaaid 
jmnedme. 

' My good friadd,' said he; ^ I will 
not apolo^e to you for the eonititu- 
tional weakness of n^ &theh Thank 

D i Heliven^ 
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Htiaveti, he is retired to rest ; to4norrow 
you will see him another man/ 

*' I answered, that I had at &8t fedt^ 
ed that, by some unknown or unfom^ 
seen event» I had incurred the counts 
ffifsger. 

** Ferdinand smiled at the sunmse.^ 
* How was that possible?' said he : * two 
minutes before your entrance, in answer 
to what I said vespeoting myiiiend^ip 
for you, he replied, that he took your 
fortune upon himsdf. Unhappily he is 
subject to these strange attacks. My 
mother, during her life, was distressed at 
them beyond measured-nay, I have been 
inclined to think the uneasiness they 
caused her injured her constitution and 
hastened her death/ 

" The count's conduct thus^ explained 
inspired, me with commiseration, and 
we conversed on the subject fot a con- 
siderable time, when Ferdinand added-^ 
*The most trifling causes will sometimes 
overpoMrer Mm, as dmms. femily por- 

traits^ 
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traits, the presence of those he has not 
seen for a considerable timet and, what is 
yet mcNre strange, the company of his 
nearest connexions, frequently excites 
tbem." 

The friar sighed so heavily, that Leo* 
pold paused, when David reached him a 
wopden vessel that contained 6c»ne wa* 
ter, which having drank, he prayed the 
youth to continue his stwy . 
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CHAPTER IV. 



The Strangefs Story conMnued. ' 

*^ Ferdikand, the oisuing morning, kr? 
formed me be foilnd his father much t^ 
stxNred; that he himself he^m a conveiv 
sation respecting the strangeness of his 
oondnct the evenmg before^-^inquired 
partienlaily afterme, and finally requesti* 
ed that I mi^t again be pesented to 



** Though this infcnrmation in some 
ineasm^ embdidened me, yet I entered 
the countfs presence with sentiments 
very different from what I experienced 
tiie day before. The first time I had 
widied to esteem him for his own sake; 

but 
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but now I felt that, if at all, it must be 
because he was the father of Ferdinand. 
He however received me with kindne3S9 
and offered me his hand : but still to me 
it appeared to be im act of force, rather 
than indination, for he evidently re- 
coiled when 1 touched it, and even seem- 
ed to shudder with disgust at the sound 
of my voice. 

*• The concern of Ferdinand was visi- 
bk in his looks, a»)d I should have con- 
sidered myself wuiting^ lA iHmidship to 
ban to have appeared to notice the con* 
duct of his futhar. 

; ** We soon left ^ inn^ and travelled 
ike whole of the day, aisd till the evening 
was fiDT advanced ; fior tiie »ioon being 
nearly at the full, riding was more plea^ 
' aant tisan during ihe beat. Passing 
.Araiigh a thick-forest^ willing to giii«^the 
ODunt and his son im opportmiity of coh- 
rermsg togefher, and buried myself in 
unpleasant reflections, I bad faft^ b&- 
:imd die r^ of the. party ^ when; sudii»i* 

ly 
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ly a loud ciy of halt» acoompaoied with 
much brutal language, shook me from 
my reverie, and made me quidoen my 
. pace. The dashing of weapona and the 
flight of a formidable number of meQ» 
mounted on mules and drawn up to op^ 
pose our pa^ge, speedily informed me 
of the business. Ferdinand, with the 
open bravery of his nature, followed hy 
four servants, had rushed upon them, a 
sli^ which the wary villains turned t6 
their advantage by inearly endrding 
tiiem round, while four of theur numbar 
attacked the count and our two remain-^ 
ittg domestics. My appearance rendered 
the parties equaL I rushed before the 
count, whose weapon was strudc down, 
and by the favour of Heaven was fortuw 
nate aniough to shield him, and seveidy^ 
i^ound two . of the aasasnns. As oaw* 
ardice ever acoompanies guilt, the &U of 
their companions so completely iatimi^ 
dated the remaining two, that they in-r 
stantly turned fiom us and fled. 

^^ Ferdinand 
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* ^ 'Fdrdmand and his party hiad been 
^cpially suooessful, and the robbers, com^ 
pletely defeated, took different ways, and 
dttded our vengeance in the thickrecesses 
<^ the woodi leaving their wounded 
sompanions to our mercy. 

^ It was not deemed prudent by the 
eount to waste any time in taking the 
wihappy wretches who had fallen, and 
hy weltering in their Uood, save only 
«ie, whom we tied upon his mule ; nor 
yet was it safe to pursue the runa^ways^ 
who might be reii^cHtsed by numbers ; 
therefore, uoing our best i^peed, in somo* 
what more than an hour we readied the 
house where it was proposed to lodge §or 
the night Here onr prisoner had his 
' ' wounds dressed : they consisted of some 
deep cuts, given, as he said, by my 
sword. On being question^, he con^ 
fessed their intention was to have rob* 
bed and slain the count and his whole 
party, whom they did not expect to find 
so strong, being informed of his having 

only 
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only four domestics with hiin«*-a pi^e 
of intelligence they had recdved from 
their companions at some distance* 

*' The count and Ferdinand had for*; 
tunately escaped imhurt, but our men 
had received some trifling wounds, and I 
had also a small cut in the side from the 
sword of one of the robbers; but» dated 
with the approbatimi that Ferdinand exr 
pressed at my conduct, and gratified by 
the praises and {hanks bestowed upon 
me by the count, Who did not scrajde to 
call me his preserver, I scarcely bestowed 
a thou^t upon it, until Ferdinand sud- 
denly starting back, exclaimed — * Graci- 
ous Heaven ! my dear Lieopcdd, you arQ[ 
wounded — ^your vest is bathed in blood !' 

^ It was in vain that I assured them 
it was sc^rcdy skindeep— 4x>ih the 
count and his son insisted on its . being 
examined, the latter, in the warmth g£ 
the moment, even condescending to assist 
in disrobing me. My wound was a 
small thrust, which had grazed the rifa^' 

and 
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axiA idmply needed binding up, to heal 
in n few days. Strange to relate, the 
count no sooner saw it than he relapsed 
« into one of those paroxysms so alarming 
to me the evening before, for sinkmg in. 
to a seat, and trembling as if in a £t of 
an ague, he exclaimed — * It is verified — 
ihelKmd of Grod is in this, and who shall 
withstand it ?' 

•* Ferdinand, though visibly alarmed* 
fer his fether,^ lied up my wound, then 
turned to endeavour to alleviate the agi^ 
taSon under which he apparently la- 
boured ; but his care was unavailing-* 
tiie count's disorder rather increased than 
^ninished, and it was ten detys before 
he was able toproceed on his journey. 

'* In the mean time the robber was de^ 
Ifvered over to justice, but his corapa** 
nions, for he declmred their retreat, aware 
of their danger, had fled. 

** Warm as the count's behaviour to 
me hnd been the night we met the rob* 

rs, I was not once admitted into his 

presence 
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preBeooe during his confineiiLent, he re- 
questing to see no one but his son aixd 
two of his domestics. 

'' Atlength we continued our route^ mS- 
readied the castle of De Hoffman. The 
count's coolness by degrees decreased* 
and he would frequently talk to me a 
considerable time — ^but always respect- 
ing my future intenticms, the situiyfcion 
of my parents, and the education and 
employments of my infancy, all of which 
I replied to, as far as in my power, with 
truth and candour. 

''After a residaioe of two moriths at 
Bisemcm* the count cnie day informed his 
son that he should again leave him fw 
a short time, as he had some business to 
transact in Italy that could no longer be 
delayed. Ferdinand, with duty and a& 
faction, tendered his service either to 
take it upon himself or to accompany 
his father ; but he declined both, and 
with four domestics socm a&er set put on 
his journey. 

« Four 
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*^Fo%ar months of almost uninterrupt- 
ed happiness succeeded. I loTed Ferdi«> 
nand as a brother, and he truly returned 
my alfection. This satis&cticm was, 
however, too gre»t to be lasting, and the 
ooun^s return put it to flight Those 
strange paroxysms that used to give us 
so much uaaeanness had now given way 
to a gloomy and fixed discontent with 
all around him. Ferdinand and myself 
particularly appeared to meet his dis- 
pleasure, and I could no long» refrain 
expressing to my friend, tliat I was con- 
vinced that I mt»t by some means have 
Bicmred the count's anger, and therefore 
thought it better I should retire from his 
&Daly, as that might be one means of 
lessening his disgust. 
, ''Ferdinand's reply was dictated by 
the most pure affection and friendship : 
he confessed his &ther^s conduct too 
gfanring to be overlooked, but entreated 
me to take no step hastily* 

* I will to-night/ said he^ 'go to St. 

Mary\ 
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Mwy's, and consult my aunts Clmei 
and Adelside ; their advice witt be dio« 
tated by candour and prudence^ and tibek 
dhaU determine us. But of tlui^ Leo^ 
pdd, be assured, that however high &at* 
tune may place me, and howsoever low 
she may cast thee, I will through evenp 
vidstttude consider thee as my brother. 
So may Heaven prosper me as I ratify: 
this promise!' 

^ The same evening Ferdinmd went 
to St Mary's. He was absent mueh 
longer than in his usual vimts, and on 
his return informed me that he had 
laid all our vexations befinre his bdoved 
relatives, and that they in consequence 
bad expressed a desire that I would 
obhge them by taking a voyage ta£ng« 
kad on some business of impwtancew 
f and which,' isaid he, ' you will be in*» 
formed of to-morrow night, wh^i they 
have appointed me to bring you with 
me. The commission,' added h^ * I am 
not yet entrusted with^ but . I believe, 

from 
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frDm> lome observations I have made, 
that k: respecte a beautiful young giii 
aho aoeompanied my aunts during the 
kttdr part 6£ our conversation, and who 
they- In&rmed me is the daughter of an 
£nglisb l<Hrd named Fitzwalter^ an old 
and Tes|>eofaed fnend of our family*' 
. ^"^ Though grieved to leave Ferdinand, 
yet I could not but wish to convinoe the 
lady Clarice, by my fidelity in exeouting 
what she might entrust to me, that I 
w«B worthy of tlie recomm^idation she 
bad before honoured me with. 

'^ On the ensuing evening, i^ the hour 
of nine, we left tiie castle and hastened to 
St Mary's. Fodinand was ever received 
there with less ceremony than any one 
else, fiora bis consanguinity to the ab- 
bess and the lady Clarice, both of whom 
were warmly attached to him, as they 
bad before been to hismother. 

^* The portress, on our ringing at the 
gate, informed us that the abbess and 
the lady Clarice were in the chapeL 

where. 
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. that could r^^ her with lets fevereoee 
than that with whidi Ae inqiiied mo.'* 

The firiarsi^ed heavily— -tears ctream-^ 
ed from his eyes.—-**' Pardon me, my 
son,'' said he^ calmly; *' at your age, 
prcvie mysdf to error, I unjustly judged 
youthesama" 

Leopold respectfully raised the friar's 
hand to his lips, end then continued 
— *' I call Heaven to witness, &ther, 
that I regarded the lady Adelaide with 
an admirati<m as pure as I should have 
felt for a eele^ial being suddaily placed 
before me, and with equal reverence I 
could have fallen at her fiset. Her form 
was. grace' and mingled dignity, though, 
like a flower nipped I^ an untimely 
frost, it appeared bent, rather by sorrow 
than time." 

The Either pulled his cowl, lower on 
his brows, but was unnoticed by Leo- 
pold, who continued— 

''Her face— But I cannot particularize 
it, father ; it was sudi a,,£ice as a good 

painter 
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pfiiBter would Have given to a spirit of 
peace sent, to speak consolation to weak 
afitd anffimiBg mortality ; for her* eyes at 
OMe expressed innocenee, aflfection, re- 

siff^tifm, and hope. 

'. ^G«itie youth/ at length said the 
lady Adelaide, * recommended by my 
neidiew Ferdinand, and not less so by 
your 9wn appearance; I wish yon to 
seek out a rei^eetable and holy friar 
named Austin, to present him a letter 
from me, and also to inform him that' 
llie dying confession of the kdy Blanch 
Fitzwalter is now in my possession, and' 
shBH' be forthcoming whai- necessary. 
Say also to him, that I honoured and 
loved the* lady whose character I under- * 
stand is so fsdsely stigmatii^ed, and will 
willingly take upon myself the care of her 
daughter Margaret, until such time as 
her claim shall be allowed, or in case ' 
power should oveitcome right during my ' 
Ufe; 

" At tktt moinent we were joined by 
VOL. 11. E the 
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t)^ yoii9g gn4 b^auti&J gbl tihat Ferdi* 
qap4 hwi Ae^n tha evening before; Oa 
the abbess iptrodw^ng m» tx> ber a«i^ tfaft 
pefso^mei^ t^ g<> to l^ogliind* witk 
the familiarity of an oW acquauitfinoe 
and ti^ in^pG^otoeof a filter, i^ekidher 
hai^ €9 my 9fm$ 9pd oautioufidiy and par- 
ticuterly g^ve ra^ your «dd»s&—r' Tell 
t^is good QH^/ ^eid sbe« ^ tbikt Isabel 
has i^ot forgotten bi^* mA ^at in all 
her tmvels she ha£ n^et no society so dear 
to her 9S that which ocoa^iooally assem- 
Ued in his cel]| utatil she knew these la«* 
dies. Say also> should you /see thcr re-*, 
spectable daqae Aliee^ th^t I te*u$t once: 
more to fisel tbp prfs^re of her mirt^r^al 
anw. Say to my sister, my beloved 
jyiarg^ireti th^ ti^xm «f ow ^m^rny yewra 
are p^t, ai^d I Ipol^ forward to xneet her 
in happier days. Look y^^d^J*,'^,. said 
she, pointing to a pl8»» white marhJe 
mcmuxY^ent in th? choi|r» ' in tt^t graiKe 
sleeps her mother. Tell Margaret that 
there I kneel, 9^d c«ti «PWJ th« stinted 
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g^iitr to reeocd and. witnett at.oiioe my 
truth to her, ami my reneral&ott finr a 
dmchJameiijUsd fiiAeif s mttmory/ 

^ After aome dBuuxoiise, durizig which 
the abbess commanded me to secrecy^ 
^e gaveme tfafe Lrtter I presanted to ypu, 
as did also %he youibfui lad^ Isabel one 
£bp lier sssti^r and^ one fw dame j^ic^ 
a^d'ail wishing ane suooeas, they left the 
diapal. 

'^ I know iipti? fao9^ to efipiatn vvhat i 
Mt at" that moment. I 09uid simotA 
havie daspeditiie gavqient of the superior, 
and Stiood gazing^^ after her f^ long a^ tiie 
b^ms of the lamp would permit. 

^ I^ she sot bsviieliingly lowly ?^said 
l^ordiBand.; ^ nefl/ier^id' my ey^s behold 
St foim in which, fr^taknesp andiBnooexuse 
were so;ha][q)% h^dbd/ 

* She is indeed all yoil aay/ replied I^ 
' aiid more tfaaa ianguage oaa express'. I 
^lery/to faeeolplayedil^ b^, aotonlyin 
thiis trifle^ bint would willingly devole 
my wliol# life to her senrioe.' 

. e2 •You 
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' * You aie happy, Leiipbld,' aiisweied 
Ferdiniind, * to be able to oUige her.; 
for me, tied down by parental duty, \tk 
impossS^ ; but I candidly con&ssr I eA* 
vy you.' 

*,Envy mei Do you not enjoy her 
affection, the liberty of seeing rlier daily, 
of obliging her, of testifying your, lore 
and duty ? Indeed, my dear fiiend; to 
use your own words, I envy you*. Bank 
and fortune never yet interested me suf* 
ficiently to make me anxious to poss^ 
them ; but to call such a woman reiationi 
methinks, had I empires I would give 
them/ 

'Is. it possible,' isaid Ferdinand, * that 
you can have been speaking of my amit 
Adelaide ? I protest, if so,. J was de- 
eeived; I thought you alluded to the 
youthfullsabd.' 

^Nothing further from my thoughts; 
The hdy Isabel is indeed lovdly, yet she 
Inspires no emotion in my bosom but 
such as are the ordinary consequences of 

youth 
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5;t>uthtiid innocende; but for the lady- 
abbess my sentiments are greatly differ* 
enU though as chaste as those I feel ibr 
the original of that picture/ pcnnting to 
one of the Holy Virgin near the altar. 

^* Ferdinand shook me heartily by the 
hand*-^ Leopold/ said he, ^ I believe 
yott are well assured that your happiness 
is dear tx> me; but to omifess a truth, I* 
led more interested for that h>vely girl 
than I am eT£sa willing to allow, to my* 
self* I never saw her/ before y ester* 
evening, and yet sbe furnished contem- 
plBtidn Sot the whole raght I love you. 
as a hirother, and could be content to 
share with you Al the advuitages of 
umaltti^ yet I oouU not endure toeonsi* 
der you as a rival; for though fortune 
|ia$ dom ^little for ycm, nature.has done 
enou^ to make me fear you/ 

^ I ofmldnot SHppiess a mnle at Ferdi- 
nands, discourse.-—^ I have indeed heard,* 
said I, ' that the passion of love renders 
Bien bMndv but till this momenti had no 

e3 idea 
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idea te bow great a degree. Ifyoost^ 
teiufil to gain the lEeart of tfais'fidr Sng** 
Iti^womaB, may y«tt be aucc^ssfiil ! may 
rile deserve the p^emoce yon give her, 
and may every one concur in wkfain^ 
yon iiBpinnesi as warmly as znyseif T 

^ We converged little mof e mi th^ 
subject, fat Fecdinatid dianged it to in* 
fcmi me, thst tlse ev^sning befone the ab» 
bass had empoMreired Um td imnisfa me 
wi&i ample loeins to tahe my intended 
joamey. Feordinand and mpdf then 
agsseed to acquaint his . fkis» that i 
dioidd be absent A)jr Jrame tislie on buifi* 
ness in England ; imt the ladiea iHariee 
and Adehdde having requested seoreey aa 
to the matAye, it was cesoiyed strictly 1x» 
liidSi theur wishes. 

^The couat was adoiie on oat Tetunit 
end on being adm^ed iivio his pretfenee^ 
after thimking him lor aM Idlie i^vours I 
had received fimaa his faociae^ I proceeded 
to inform him that I pr^osed leaving 
htm on the ensoiAg day .-~I j^iall now 

doubtless 
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dpulstless surprise yoiH fsdlier* tfibte^ 
of the ssrtisfectkm I had iktt^ed my^f 
|:beomiit would experieiice at this &rt:et« 
itigem^e) h» nge knevr tK> bounds^ H^ 
called me &n ungratefial runaway, and 
forbad jkae oti any account to pte^WXte tA 
feave the oastte^ under pain of hiift sev^^t 
ffUsplea&UK^^'Hi coi&mafl4 with which htt 
left us. Neitfaer F^dmatui nor mysdf 
atiswef^ td h» didomrse^ 5K> ^atiiy had 
it ai9ur|Ais«d ut. My geti^roiAi fidtend wa^ 
Ve^ed and gfieved b/^yond the pother i^ 
iqpeedi ; Im ftce was flushed with aiiger, 
and his whole frame visiUy agitata. My 
iilisnce arose Qroni .anc^er motivis : my 
tetoper is^mturaUy warm and impatient, 
and I feaied to give my tfaoi^ht^ vent 
in words^ test I should not cmly htjgst 
tike obUgatkms I owed the county but 
vound his son, whom. I esteemed as a 
biotlien 

. ^ Leopold/ at lei]^h said Ferdinand^ 
' I love my father; be is the author cf my 
life, and should he require it, I wouldsa- 

£ 4 crifice 
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eiifice it at his command : but my hi^ 
jQour, my perseverance, and constancy in 
idght, I reoeivedfrom a yet higher powief^ 
and to that power I«am aocouiitalile for 
them. I know my father's temper w^U; 
he has to-night commanded, and I haye 
no doubt will use means to prevent your 
uodertakingthepromisedjoumey,though 
from what cause I know not * 

* By Heaven !' exclaimed I, interrupt- 
ing him^ * he shall then pierce through 
my heart, for nothing but death shall 
prevent my executing the oommisaqn 
entrusted to me/ 

' XiCopold,* answa:ed Ferdinand, * X 
woukl wiUfaigly, if possible, act upngbt*^ 
ly without giving offence to my father ; 
yet^ be assured I will not tamely see you 
insulted. At early day I will hasten ta 
prociEre 4;he sums the lady Adelaide has 
entrusted me to receive for your use,aiid 
you shall depiart as speedily as you think 
fit, in spite of all opposition/ 

'' At that moment a domestic entered 

i. . to 
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to ii^bnn Ferdmand that the eoniit de^ 
sired our presenice in the hall ; we imme- 
^SBltely obeyed the summons. He had. 
In some measure^ overcome the first 
burst of passion, or rather it had given 
jnef te the more hat^lvioe ofdissiinu- 

1 ^ Ihavebeen too wamv' said he, as we 
^tered; ^ let it be fiH'gotten, Leopold: 
yoii wiH oblige me by dedlning your inr 
jfended joamey ; I have other views f<«r 
you — ^views that may raise you to honour 
imd independence' 

^ '' The counfs conduct had long ceased 
to astonish me ; hut, resolved to perse* 
yere in my intention of visiting Eng^ 
latid, I replied* that hoi^ever sensible of 
liis generosity, I had firmly determined 
to take my journeys 

*' This reply again threw him off his 
j^uard^ and rage was oncetnore predomi- 
nant% He loaded me with invectives^ 
end tx>nduded by saying that he should 
tsike effectual means to prevent my leav- 
' £ M ing 






i»g the CMiie, iiafil]» delivered tat kfe 
isKtto theliandi of mf father. 

^ FtfdinaodtmiiDvliid remaitaedkjfc^ 
fatit; but attibe cxnint ocaaBdvpwrmtinjg 
mj r^3r, bt sbM-^^ Banioa tn^ my 
lofd, but yKme cdnddot sfipairsM) 4H>iytm. 
dietcory, that it forces even your son/ti»Mip 
nark it A isfaoct hoasBc mste IjS(ipold 
^mmvm ungealtCcil wreteb andl a waoiway^ 
togetbfrwilii many okfan appdktionfi 
t&at X eannet oo»emd fae dvsnfves. A 
ftnr moaxenksr smce ycm fergot all %bc6e 
misdeeds, when you olBsftd yom ihte« 
Mit to raise likn to-^honour and inde- 
^pmdenoe! tbat propo^ dsdined^ &gam 
hB beccunes vile and uirw orthy* Stirafy; 
Mwefy, nylovd^ sudii bobaviiaxr ia in* 
«»nprebeB8^, aiid^ sufiW me to adtti 
more derogatory to yourself tibaorto tb* 
yi49aih thus im^dted,' 

^Reti^re to ycwrofaiB»ber^ boj^f cepisnl 
the count ^ Whai. I fi^fnire you^ opi* 
mon, give it ; ti]| th«B^ 1^ obadieiwedbsd 
yot» Ups/ ^ 

•My 
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f My lordt' answered Farcbnftttd* * I10 
yourself the witness if ever, in the mi- 
ttufest pointy I have hith^rtc^ forgotten 
What w due to you as a pafent; but 
when ycm forget what is due to thii 
yqutl^ who dan in mywiae have i^ven 
yon ofi^nce^ esutadexAe if I ws^ you to 
take a motnent tot rdlection.' . . 

' Again I commtHid you to retife!' re» 

1^)1^ the eouRt; ^ a^d remauber, I ]»d 

you beware lest youat folly beecrtne youf 

punishment.' 

. * Biatbef let me incur the odiittn of 

■ 

£>lly,' interrupted Ferdinand, ^asnoif- 
9tely, ^ than that of dishonour or vid9. 
What rig^t hare you, my lordv or aaiy 
olie, to presmbe the path a free man is 
to walk, much more to detain, him ? If 
Jbe has ia^ur^ aliy person, let that man 
atand forth, and, my Hfe to Im, L< 
ahall aequit himself in a i1|ittiQ^r tl 
Connoa his own honour and my^iendshi|h^ 
* Provoke me not,' said tbe.count, ''i^ 
Is dtshmouir thee before \ my ya^^al^, 
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by 'making them drag iliee fixxn tty^ 
presence/ 

* Dishonour not yourself by siieh a 
eommand/ replied Ferdinand^ with equi^ 
heat, ' for, by my soul, the iiist of your 
domestics that offers me insult rehires 
my dagger's point in his heart Nay^ Aay, 
my lovd, strike me if you please,'-^fop 
the count advanced towards him — ^^from 
you I will bear it as becomes a son» but 
beware bow you involve the unhappy 
men who call you master !' 

'^ I cannot describe, &ther," continued 
JLec^ld, *^ what this ccmtention between 
the count and Ferdinand made me suf«- 
"kt. I well knew they loved eadi otfaer^ 
apd was grieved even to my heart to be 
^Q cause of discard. 
. * Cease P said I, rushing before Ferdi* 
naiid ; ' let me not, I conjure you, be an 
object of dli&ention between a &thier and 
'son ! Suffer me to depart, my lord. • I 
know not wby, but my presence has ever 
J^B hateful md repugnant to you4 

with 
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sfritii my jgood^wiH, never more shall it 
vex you.' 

r ^Hatdul and repugnant it may be/ 
.Mtumed the oount, haughtily, * but to0 
iiisfgmficant to vdx me.' 
' * However insignificant, my lord/ .1 
replied;. ' you surely ^ve me conse- 
4|aeiice when you condescend to become 
nsygMher. If I have committed My 
eame, dedare it; I am ready to answer 
kaoot»iing to the lawis of my country. 
If you cannot accuse ineof any, by what 
Ix^t do you arraign a power over Aie?' 
* ^ By a right I shall not trouble myself 
to explain— «by a daim giren me by 
your father.' 

; * My fiither P exdaimed I with asto^ 
nishment, and an emotion I could not 
repress: * alas! I never experienced the 
affection of a father.' 
\ ^ The refleetion tfiat I owed this nei* 
vexation in albprobability to my fathei^^ 
cruelty overpciw^:ied me ; but casting 
my eyes towards^ the count, idl selfistii 

thoughts^ 
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thdui^ts at once vanidacd : one t)f hisrif^^ 
customed paroxysms had seized hini» 
and had not both Ferdinand' and myself 
tfupported him» he must have &Ben. 

' Merciful Heaven ! paidon me/ said 
the virtuous youths ^ for speaking^ 86 
harshly aa I have done ! My father^ I 
«m now convinced^ ia not master of him^ 
telf ; these incompfehensible humomB 
are the effect of a disordened imaginaikioik. 
jE>ear Leopold^ esdlhelp; the fit is mi^ 
iDommonly strong*' 

** I obeyed, and the domestics adminia-^ 
faing strong waters, the count began to 
levive, when seizing the oppcRrttmity of 
the general confusion, I left the hall, and 
hastening to my chamber, made up a 
packet of linen, and leaving a few lines 
for Ferdinand, with a small sum I bad 
in my purse I resolved to depart on my 
intended journey . I found no difficulty 
in accomplishing this pkn^as tlie eoixnt's 
illness employed all^ and no orders had 
been issued to detaiii me ; therefore, with 

a heart 
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ft heart sad only at leaving Ferdinand, I 
quitted the castle of De Hoffinan. 

** As I had no douht but the county 
when his senses returned, would cause 
me to be sought after, I avoided the 
town of Bremeh and the direct road^ and 
using my best speed, during the night 
reached a village at the distance of six 
leagues early in the morning, from 
vfh^ofXiJ coBfti^baed ' my way to Eml^ 
4f^ ; theref L ioptuaately found a vessel 
reiidy to sail for Y^^maiith, and embari&- 
ing» I arrived in England pear three 
weel(s Ma^i wh^eh period has been enl*- 
jpk^^diB r^iK^ng your dwelling, father^S" 
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^ My gentle guest,** said the friar, as tb6 
youth paused, ^* your story has at «ncfe 
interested and surprised me. The un^ 
fortunateih&mity of theeount De Hoff- 
man I sincerely lament. ' I well knew 
him some years since« a brat^@ land Viftu,«r 
ous young man ; but severe family iflis- 
fortunes, that I know he has to combat 
with, have undoubtedly weakened his 
intellects I rejoice to learn that Ferdi- 
nand promises to do honour to the rank 
he will bold in society. For the ladies 
Adelaide and Clarice, ever united in the 
bands of afiection, I give thanks to Hea- 
ven that they enjoy that peace which 

virtue 
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virtue alone can liestow : longi long may 
it. continue— -may no fell assassin break 

» 

on their tranquillity, but full of days^ 
and ripe for heaven, may their passage 
from time to eternity be as gentle as their 
lives have been innocent !" 

The friar's voice, as he concluded, was 
interrupted by his emotion ; but speedily 
recovering, he with firmness conti^ 
nued — '* For you, Leopold, your journey 
hither has been long and wearisome, but 
it was undertaken in a <^use which ren- 
dors labour pleasant — ^iu the cause of an 
cq)^e$sed and virtuous orphan ; and 
when Heaven del^ates men for errands 
such as these, it surely testifies that they 
are appointed for more than common 
purposes. Mark my words, my son, 
and let them emulate you to merit the 
particular favours with which Providence 
appears to have distinguished you :— 
bom a peasant, a virtuous and learned 
man by education first raised you above 
the meanness of your birth, and by his 
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dying r^uGi^ ^rtamped an opfankm <^ 
your itit^rtty that will reader y€m. re* 
tfjptefeable to all good men. Y<iiirfirthee^« 
unkindnefis^ however it tfiust ever wound 
you as a sot), you should endeavour to 
bear with patience and fbrtitade, and 
consider it only as one mean which your 
great Creator employs to perfect bis oWn 
wide purposes. Your residenee in Ger^' 
many with Ferdinand De HofhMm ha^ 
in grtet -measore^ eooadpleted your edu-^ 
oation* and you am now cfaoMn m tbtt 
instrument that bringii us ifitdligttM^ 
wh*t WIS faftve long sought '«ftto in irain 
«-^he aittesti^on of the lady Kandi Fiti^ 
Walt^; and of this be losured, that 
should I cfnjoy the satisfiiction of seemg 
the beloved child of my dearest friend 
testablisfaed ill tiie estate and house of her 
£ith», she shall not wsaxt a renvembranoef 
<^ your sieiits/' 

'' I am already overpaid," answered 
Leopold : '' to oblige the abbess Ade* 
laidei to deserve yoiir approbation, and 

to 
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lecampeaer* £iKi|dojr me, fttb^^i^piio^ne 
me to the quick ; I long to enjoy your 
ffiendBhip end laffintion, ^and would wish 
to earn the diMiBdion/' 

^ Yoa haire eArned ttnd possess it^^ 
replied Aosrtia. ^^ I sm subject to fits 
of petulance, as you have already expo* 
meoced; fasit hear witii me, ny son — I 
am iick with ^moBy ^dnrows, aMl the 
betrbed ttttoiv^ 4if fi^ steddbs ifi my beett ; 
torprafieiDytfu0t m ymi» I ^fatttt^trtirt; 
y0a tti takife m jounMy* ft<)m hence to t^ 
town of Berwick, to inform the good 
AandaKAm there thiitl have «t length 
bbteimd tel«fi%«meof th^kdy Bktieh'tf 
OTfldBQankm. . 13igy iM^t this att^tition 
firom us, as they are sincere in their godd 
iK06hm to Mfia*garet, mid ever proaused, 
fai 0sm of i»y (kflfth, to hfitig forward 
fltt file proof that we possessed of bei^ 
iBi^Ukmey. The dist^ce to Berwiqlc 
from hence is little more than fifteen 
• miles^ 
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mites, find when your spirhis are reertu1> 
ed by r^t> you will oblige rae by going 
thitber/* . ( ? 

: •* I am ready whenever yoii please; 
father; I am young and strong, and feel 
no fatigue. To you I will entrust the 
lady Isabel's letters^ and depart imme^ 
diately." ) 

" Not so," returned the father ; ** some 
days lienoe will be time enough. Befioe 
you return to Germany, we will: by some 
means raise a jspiall siim, to render youf 
journey back less weariaonie that it wm 
hither." ; ; ; » ^ : 

*' A very small a^un wiH suffiee/ m^ 
plied. Leopolds '* I eKf&nmoe nam the 
cpnvenience of being bred abtt£miou»i 

ly." i 

The remainder of the, day was paiseck, 
in an^gementa for the future, and^ «& 
on the night before^ the youth laid hiib^. 
self down to rest on some rushes, in thd 
friar*sce^. t : 

Aa 
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: j^ Mwgaret had. not been at the c&ve 
t)ie< preci&dmg day, she was firmly ex* 
ped:ed on the second evening — ^but the 
expectation was vain, and the close of 
day arrived withput Austin's being gra- 
tified by afaaring the communication he 
had received. He would immediately 
have .hastened to the castle, but that he 
wished to avoid awaking fresh suspicions 
inthe mind of De L#auncy ; butheck>m- 
jonssioned David to make inquiries 
among the domestics : the result of <iiese 
Vieref . that both Margaret and Alice were 
well, but that they kept their apart- 
ments m<»e than usual. 

This infixrmatien in some measure 
quieted bia fears, and he resolved to 
wait patiaitly another day; but Leo- 
ffM. being anxious to bear the friar's 
ao^ssage to the Franciscans, it was re- 
solved he should depart <m the ensuing 
morning. 

» A.t early dawn Leopold was ready for. 
his^ journey. The father and David re^ 
t solved 






solved to aeoompwy bim to tbe great 
]:oad) aod 9s tW^ .W6ft a nisdcev way 
acvpas His haSi^ t^c^ tbafc |Mtii< Beiloiv 
iBg. Margaret to th^iKHKWJVs likdb fortune 
due to h$r WIU4 the m^ciet ol^ tbdc dish 
eauffi^ft^'^ Tho^^ I am. blMsed with 
^xwUf^t; heattbs" faid Dawd> '^yet I 
bave lived till t}^2^ of omn U sasd to 
he labour ^d sorrow; md omdd I obos 
see my b^^flved youQg midbsoM: enjoying 

t 

this lighte attach^ to hviVaib, metbialtti 
I OGmld did in pcfice/' 

<^ And I £^0, my gpdd Qairid,'' bo^ 
plji^d the friar, '' sbpnld be bappy tp w^ 
tire to my ^ onvei^, and endeavour tn 
forget a}l worldly thin^; bnl^xiievdr #ili 
J abandon the cay^ wb^lf^ Margaret iB in 
a dcfubtfttl state. Though weak, I am 
not qiutp powerless, and in a justiw^ 
virtuous c^uae. the mort iosigiiiftQank 
being c^n boa^jt a isupi^i^ bef<^ w})om 
vice flies appalled," 

" Father," replied X^9ap^d« ^^ in^this 
C9se youfs i$.th(^ b«»d t(i direct; let tny 
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anaaj where it, mny, I cpnjwe you, be 
tins Bxm U> €9LiQcuJ^. My heart pants 
for spi9# Qppoirtuiuty to distinguish my-< 
s4f ; gr^^ wittx nidb^ier iHrtb nor ho- 
]^u]r$5 4^4^ ^lone cm giv^ XQi^ fame, 
'{"hpugh wknpwB to t^ l»dy Mai|^€l^ 
tike yoi(r$^lve$ I devote myself io h&f 
service. Hers is a cause wbii^h every, 
honest 9im4 QWst e^poigise — « cause in 
vf hish I c^ mitbfir feel danger nor fa. 
ligue: g94 sp piHQsper me. Heaven, as 
my ^(QtioQs justify my woyd/s!'' 

As Leopold spoke, a|; a sl|ort distance 
from th^m. a- kite, Ipearipg a. bird in> his 
talons, rose firoqQi tjj^ side of tiu^ mcun- 
t^ns, ^d wa^ in ^e act of taking) his 
il^g^, wh^n Leopold hastily stooped, 
afid spatol^ng up. a i^pne, threw it witli> 
speh well-directpd skill, t^at h^ ;struck^ 
the d€sst;roy^, who, letting fall his prey,- 
sougbl^ his own safety in flight.-tr" I 
have failed of my intent," said Li^opold ; 
" thp devoi^rer ha? esciaped, and the blow 
v^PS tpo l^te giTJcji, tp saw: th? viptimr" 

As 
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As he spoke, he leaped over the defile 
that separated them from where the bird 
had fallen, and picking it up, brought 
it to his companions. — ^* It is a young 
dove, father," said he, presenting it to 
Austin — *^ it is not yet dead, but sorely 
scared, and no doubt wounded with the 
claws of the kite.? 

** Prophetic be the omen!" said the 
ftiar, receiving the Urd and putting it 
in bis bosom ; " I know not why, Leo- 
pold, but my heart beats with increased 
hope since I have seen you ; like the 
good £ither John, I think our meeting 
was for no ordinary purpose." 

Thus conversing, they continued their 
way, until they reached the descent of 
the mountain which led to the direct 
road, where Leopold, shaking David 
heartily by the hand, and receiving the 
blessing of the friar, bade them adieu. 
Seated on the grass, Austin and David 
followed the youth with their eyes while 
be continued in sight. — ** Now the Holy 
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Virgin attend and guide thy steps wfaere- 
ev« tSiou goest !" exclaimed David, as 
lieic^ld, turning an angle, was lost to 
liieir - aght— »■" in my long journey 
through Hie I have met with but few 
hearts like thine.'' 

As David ceased speaking, he turned 
his eyes on the friar, whose head was 
stmk-on his Inieast, which heaved with 
^hs almost to sufibcation. 

" My dear, my honoured master,'* said 
David, '^restrain, I conjure you, those 
painftil feelings. Remember only the 
noble, the generous purpose that now 
calls upon you." • 
. " I do remember it, David«-^but I 
also remember "^ 

" Pardon me," replied David, inter- 
rupting him, fearing he should relapse, 
into one of those agonies of grief to '^ 
which he was sometimes sulgect : ^ the 
reascm of man, is bounded; he sees only 
the pcesenl^ and deems it evil, because 
his narrow comprehension can under- 

VOI4. XI. r stand 



T . 



f ili ^i<M> 



98 8T. M4kiieA«ET'ci CA^m ; 

$ten4 no fwrtkeir; wb^rowt ciwM \nfi 
contm^ 9igbt; Qxtond, he wquU ^iew 
hinoM^lf iHUt a» oi^ ^Ijom, wiferqd to upt 
for the miivQF9al good of tlie whole." 

A^fdtin fi^beibwvily, and W>tb lJM«i^ 
they retook their way to ib^ c^ve^ Tb( 
lmr^9 fiffft ewe wns thA dov^ whjich 
taking Q»utiQii4y frofii his bomn* Iw 
«xiwijm(d wh^ icijiuy it. had r^^eiistd-i 
it was slightly w^HjwdiQd in the wkl^; 
therefore omfiwivg it ix^ the lumBf leeess 
c^ t^e Q»ye» h? iie^olyed ta k«ep it ttti i|t 
CQ^ld w«uir« }t^}^ hy flight froivi fmrtltor 
d«Dg6f. 

Near sunset the father, wl¥> had asuii- 
QUfiJIjy ^leiMQllsd Margw^ th^ tsra pre- 
ceding days, had the sati^GM^dA ti9 mf^ 
heir. ajKompa*^ hy AUc^ VKOfiskig 
th« 8fia«?r wl^ch lay hi^wew th# w^^ 

^' Thnoe w.QlQ0yKWi> wy f)fi6i>dskf ' ^nfid 
h€uas^b&haf»tei)«d.W9if^tth?ii^; ''hud 

ye knflwn th^: «fw&. thi»t W4}it s«, ]it 
h«A not l3Krw4 w kwi(." 



■^> 
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^' UnwilfiRg we have tarried, father,** 
answered Margaret; ** ours haft heen a 
negket of neee^ity, not of chcHoe. That 
psesnming young man, De Launey, has 
heeo my shadow, and every attempt we 
bftve 'made to kafve the casde tUI t^ 
nif^ I have found him close by my 
side." 

** He sfypears indieed inchned to watch 
us,** said AlLee, ** and no doul^ Will fill- 
law ouir steps, if he fiodsi we have avoid- 
ed him. That may, however, esoBfe 
his boowledge, for we eame by the pri- 
vate path from the north tower, and as 
we eouU not be seea from any of the 
wmdows of the gpeat iq^wrtmenls^ he 
may think us in our ehamfaer.^ 

» Tis well to be eautious,** returned 
4j]atiu. '' I trust, Margaret, we Aall 
see the time when the dasCand liitenw 
shall be eg^peUed those walls whkh his 
actions disfprace. At pMsent I have 
iQOire worthy business for your ear;: hat 
1^ uswithdcaw inte^ tiie^ uiWior ef ttiy 

PS cell. 
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cell. I believe all secure, but prudence 
is requisite." 

Margaret and Alice followed the fa- 
ther till he considered them safe from 
surprise. He then related the business 
of Leopold, shewed them the letter 
from the abbess Adelaide, and produced 
those from Isabel to Alice and Margaret 
Margaret first read aloud the letter from 
the abbess : as she concluded, Alice ex- 
claimed — '* A blessing on that dear child, 
Isabel ! — ^the attachments of her youth 
appear to strengthen, instead of decreas- 
ing by absence "* 

** And the generous lady Adelaide," 
interrupted Margaret : *^ how kind, how 
considerate, how happy is our Isabel un- 
der her care! Perhaps she knew my 
mother, and that makes her thus kindly 
e:;8:tend her friendship to me." 

" We will make our observations here- 
after," said Alice; ^ for the present, read 
Isabers letter." 
, Margaret prepared to obey, first re*- 

tuniing 
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turning the abbess Adelaide's letter to 
the friar. She observed he put it into 
his bosom, and as he received it a burn- 
ing tear dropped upon her hand. She 
then read Isabel's letter : — 



** MY BELOVED SISTER, 

" With what pleasure do I era- 
brace this opportunity of ' assuring you 
that the desire nearest my heart is once 
more'to enjoy the company of the friends 
ofmychildhood — the good Austin, whom 
I consider the representative of my fa- 
ther; the pious dame Alice, whom I 
love as a mother ; and yourself, my true, 
my acknowledged elder sister! 
• : " The lady-abbess has informed me, 
she has sent an invitation for you to 
take up your residence with her. Oh, 
Margaret ! how will you love that charm- 
ing woman, and also her sister Clarice ! 
I have not a thought but what I could 
disclose to them. Uncertain and uneasy 

f3 respecting 
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respectiDg you — for I never he«r txKMre 
from the hdy De Launcy than tiiat you 
ore alive — ^I laid my griefs befwe them, 
rdated all my sorrows, and the cloud 
that hung over you. Both ladies enter- 
ed into your cause with a warmth which 
astonished me, more particularly the 
lady Adelaide, who appears entirriy ab- 
stracted fixmi worldly things ; and as for 
nu«7 months she had been in possesrion 
of the paper sent by friar John, on hear- 
ing of your situatkm she resolved to 
write to Austin, as the most secure means 
of reaching you. 

" For myself, I have known little 
pleasure since we separated, until I came 
to this house, which my mother suffered 
me to do itith a daughter of the count 
De Ranstade's, while she accompanied 
the lord De Launey on the king's busi- 
ness to different states. That noUeman 
does not improve upon a nearer acquaint- 
ance. Dame Alice, I know, would 
chide me^^but I believe my mother 

thinks 
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thinks a6 1 do ; she, howevet, iHijoyd the 
li£^ dlk«{>frfers. l^nk, ptecedefiee, pcrnip, 
md shew, i;^th her repkee the Mlm of 
domeMic afifection, and satisfied am I to 
me she is ftppatently oontetit. To me, 
lord De Launi^ puts on the SMablante 
of regard, but it sits upon him like a 
loose garment, ready to be put off at 
pleasure; He is a courtier, you know, 
Margatiet ; and courtiers, and such peo- 
ple as our friends, have differ^t feel- 
ings, and indeed are diflferent beings. 
Notwithstan^ng I speak thus lightly, 
assure the fkther and dame Alice that I 
have not so fkr forgotten their lessons as 
ti> be wanting in respeet to my mother's 
hnsband, though I have sometimes been 
obliged to remind him I wai lord Fit2- 
walter's daughter. On one <rf those oc- 
casions, the baron had ^gotten himself 
so highly ta to speak in unbecoming 
terms to my mother before me, respect- 
ing the expenditure of certain sums^: 
she replied in what I conceived evftsive 

F 4 terms-— 
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terms — ^pardon me if I thou^t her an- 
swer abject— and therefore, in reply to 
something, lord De Launcy asked, men- 
tioning my mother as if by accident, I 
called her the baroness Fitzwalter. The 
name operated as a charm ; it gave my 
mother back all her consequence, and I 
could see made the lord De Launcy feel 
I was not a proper person to be present 
at their disputes; for, fixing his great 
black eyes upon me, under which scru- 
tiny mine did not sink, he ceased the 
discourse. — I have yet something more 
material to tell you. Previous to my 
coming hither, lady De Launcy gave me 
to understand, that having my happi- 
ness entirely in view, she had chosen 
me a husband, who she was well as- 
sured was calculated to make me so; 
that at present, thank Heaven! my 
youth precluded all immediate thoughts ; 
. but hereafter she wished me to consider 
^^ the son of lord De Launcy as the man 

designed for my husband. To this I 

made 
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made little reply, as it was in vain to 
make any dissention until there was im- 
mediate cause. My mother in many 
instances complains of my obstinacy; 
but she has dignified — nay, even ren- 
dered that fault dear to me, by also 
calling it my father^s spirit. 

" I have only to add, my dear Margaret^ 
bear up ! A few years will swiftly pass — 
Sisters in love, we will be so in every 
thing. 

" Isabel Fitzwalter. 

** .Though I have not mentioned the 
good old David, tell him I have not for- 
gotten him, but love him as well as 
when I sat upon his knee, while he re- 
lated to me my father's noble conduct at 
the battle that placed our Henry the Se- 
venth oh the throne." 



" Lovely, candid Isabel!" said the friar, 
** thou art indeed worthy thy father ; thou 

F 5 truly, 
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truly, as thy mother say est, inheritest 
Fitzwalter^s spirit^^not obstinaey, but 
the* promise of unbending honour. Like 
his, may it ever be employed in the 
cause of virtue! then indeed mayest thou, 
Margaret, boast a sister whose rectitode 
will repay thee for all the sorrow brought 
on thee by her mother." 

Margaret made no reply, but pressed 
Isabel's letter to her lips. 

" Haste,** said Alice, •* read my letter; 
my eyes are weak with age, and tiie 
sensations the dear Isabel gives rise to 
dim them vet more with tears of plea- 



sure." 



Margaret obeyed, and read aa fol- 
lows : — 



'' MY DEAR, DEAR DAME, 

" I knew not till yesternight I 
should enjoy this opportunity ; therefwe 
have only time to tell you thi^t I fear I 
am the saixie impetuous giddy girl you 

ever 



ever knew me. F^hap& had I remained 
with yoti till this time, your precepts 
'find Margarat'i) example might have hdd 
96me eS^ct in oorrecting me : as it is, t 
fear there will be little alteration till I 
enjoy that happinei^. 

" If you have the least love for me, 
my dear dame, take care of your health, 
a»d entreat ftlhc^ Austin to do the same. 
Should Hewen deprive us of any of our 
ftleods^ though sunounded with afflu- 
ence, ndther Mar gwet nor myself could 
be happy; and you know not what 
cfaorming pictures my active fancy re- 
presents for hereafter. 
^ '* I am girown very tall ; I am sure I 
must be taller than you a». They caU 
me a woman; yet be assured, in my own 
opinkm, I am srtUl 

'' Your aSectionatei child, 

« ISABBL FlT2rWALTEA. 

• 

'' iThe sisterg Clariee and Adelaide are 
dMrmecl with die youth who bean thcM 

F 6 letters 
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letters. What a mind must be possess^ 
to travel all the way from Palestine to 
bring the paper from friar John ! From 
himself I knew nothing ; but the baron 
De Hoffman, nephew to the abbess^ is 
never weary of speaking his praise/' 



" And truly does he deserve it/' said 
the friar, as Margaret concluded ; " >ne- 
ver did I see so active, a spirit. 'After 
walking some hundred miles, with, only 
two days' rest, he is set off now for Ber- 
wick, to inform the fathers that, we are 
in possession of your mother's dying 
avowal. To confess the truth, I am ra- 
ther at the present unwilling tliat you 
should leave the kingdom^ however 
highly I approve of the invitation given 
by the abbess. Margaret's eighteenth 
year complete, we will see what reply 
lady De Launcy gives to her demands, 
which, if not to our wishes, I shall not 
consider her in . ^fety here. But first 

let 






OR, THE NUN*S STORY- 109 

let me ask you, how long young De 
Laundy means to take up his abode at 
the castle?" 

^^ On his arrival, his domestics spoke 
of a few days — I have heard nothing 
since," answered Alice. 

" We will bear then the inconveni- 
ence with patience," replied the friar* 
" At Leopold's return we must make 
him up a small purse, and he shall^de- 
part for Germany with your letter of 
thanks, and an entreaty from me to be 
favoured, in case of need, with your 
mother's paper." 

As Austin spoke, the dove forced its 
way through the slender barrier he had 
made to confine it, and hanging its wing, 
hopped to Margaret's feet. 

" Poor bird !" said she, taking it up 
tenderly : " is it yours, father?" 

" It is yours, if you wish it, Marga- 
ret," answered Austin ; " you will take 
mpre care of it than I can, Leopold res- 
cued it to-day from the claws of a kite." 

Margaret 
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Margaret received the dore, and the 
night dnwii)^ in^ they separated, pro- 
mising, if possible, to see the fi^er on 
the morrow* 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 



In anxious expectation Austin waited 
^ight days the return of Lieopold; at 
that period he began to dread some xnis- 
liap had be&Uen him. De Launcy still 
remained at the castle, and seldom could 
Margaret find opportunity to visit the 
friar, who now resolved that if he con- 
tinued, he would wave his original plan, 
and send the orphan and Alice, under 
the protection of Leopold^ to Germany. 
On the ninth morning, as he sat rumi- 
nating in his cell, a peasant, directed by 
some of the villagers, accosted him, and 
presented him a letter to the following 
purport :— 

''The 
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** The Franciscans of Berwick to their 
Brother Austin, greeting. 

f ■ •• The youth, Leopold, whom 

thou didst send unto us, has been sick, even 
lieyond all hope of recovery ; but ani- 
mated with the daily: expectation of re- 
turning health, requested ^us to protract 
the time of sendinsc thee notice. His 
anxiety to hasten back makes him re- 
gardless of all consequences ; and though 
his fever is decreased, we fear his re- 
lapse, should he leave us before his reoo- 
very is more ascertained : by the bearer, 
therefore, lay thy commands to restram 
him. As a messenger from the abbess 
Adelaide, and, as we judge firom his 
whole behaviour, a virtuous youth, he 
shall receive our kindest care, till such 
time as he can depjgi; m safety. 

" We rejpice at the intelligenoe thou 

hast 
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hast sent us. That the orphan may he 
reinstated in her right, and the veil of 
dissimula.tion plucked from the face of 
the deceivers, we humbly pray; and 
trusting the saints have thee in their 
holy keeping, we remain, 

" Thy Brethren of St. Francis." 



This letter, though it removed the fa- 
ther's uncertainty respecting Leopold, 
filled him with uneasiness. By the mes- 
senger he returned not only an answer 
to the Franciscans, but also a letter for 
the youth, in which he charged him, on 
his blessing, to be entirely guided by tia^ 
reverend fathers, and by no means to at- 
tempt leaving them without their entire 
approbation. 

The peasant dispatched, Austin com*^ 
municated the intelligence he had re- 
ceived to David, who shared in his in- 
quietude. He saw with uneasiness that 

the 
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the news bid maxie a deep impresfl&on oil 
the fiiar, and with itffectionate i^<:^icitude 
found e»;uses to attend him the whole 
day. In the evening, as they sat in the 
old chapel, Margaret ivith Afioe joined 
them: both regretted the iD health of 
the youth, and pressed Austin, if not 
too much for his strength, to hasten to 
him. Austin replied, that to see Leo- 
pold was what he mo6t earnestly wished, 
but that his lears fbr Margaret rivetted 
him to his present home. 

** You hBSft no cauae to fear for Mar* 
garet,* answered Alice; *' am not I with 
her? De Liauncy does not appear in- 
clined to trouble tis^ unless we ^ve him 
opportiinity, which we shall be careful 
to abun.'' 

David joined his persuasions to those 
of Alice and Matgaret, and fitially de- 
termined Austin^ who promised to de- 
part on the csMuing morning. 

^ 9%aiik you, thank you» my dear ft- 

ther," 
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ther/ said Margiupet, waarmfy { ^ were I 
free to aet «8 I dioose» how willingly 
would I aooompany yoar 

"* That, Margaret, wotdd not be quite 
so proper," returned AUoe. 

" Not proper r repeated Ae : ^ have 

you forgotten, dancie, that he came frond 

^Palestine to do me li^? iaid» by my 

life, I would go an equal distance to re* 

pay the obligation.'' 

"" My dear child,'' repUed Alice, « the 
warmth of youth misleads you ; what is 
proper for a man would be highly unbe^ 
coming in a woman, and might invoive 
her in shame."* 

A momentary blush crossed Marga. 
ret's fitoe.--*'' Shame,'* repeated she^ *' I 
trust I shall never experience, and must 
again say, that would my 8tt«ngih bear 
me, I would adventure to the most dis^ 
tant part of the habitable globe for that 
generous youth, whom God hath made 
the instrament to bring such tidixigts as 

wiB, 
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w3I, I hope, clear the honour of my re^ 
vered parents. I would adventure %• 
you, dame — I would for father Austin-— 
I would for David ; then why should I 
not for this pooi* yotith T\ 

" Because, my love,'* returned Alice, 
** the world would attach motives to the 
action that bring disgrace.*' 

^'^ Then> dame, it is a naughty — nay, a 
wicked world. Gratitude was surely 
implanted in our hearts by our great 
Creator, and to fail in its observanoe is 
acting againist the dictates of conscience 
and humanity.'' 

** Once restored to your rights, Mar- 
garet," said Austin^ *' I will be the first 
to claim for the youth Leopold the re- 
ward due to him from the baron Fitz- 
waltet^s daughter. Through my haiids^ 
<Mr those of Alice, you cannot too muni*- 
ficently acknowledge your sense <rf his 
worth*^ , 

The sfhades of night beginning to ob- 
' scure 
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scure the horizon, they soon aftel* sepa- 
rated, and returned to their respective 
homes. 

At the break of day Austin arose, and 
took the way to Berwick. On seeing 
Leopold, he was shocked at the altera- 
tion sickness had made in his animated 
features; his senses were, however, per- 
fect, and time alone appeared wanting 
to restore him to his wonted health. 

The youth expressed the utmost joy at 
seeing Austin.—*-" Father," said he, " in- 
deed these good' friars are cruelly kind ; 
I am convinced exercise would have 
overcome my midady, had they suffered 
me to use it" *\ 

Austin's words were mild, but they 
were peremptory. He insisted on Leo- 
pold remaining at least a month in his 
present atdation. He truly judged that 
excess dflfetigue had brought thid illness 
on the youth, and that rest was^ the most 
salutary means to remdve it; ' '^ < 
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For two days Aiutin leinauied at Ber- 
wick* and on the third wtook his way 
homeward. 

(te the seoond evening of fai& absence 
Mmgivet and AUoe walked to the cave, 
and aa th^ did not meet the friar tfaexe, 
enliisred the chapel^ where they fbuad 
I>avid seated on atomK expecting the 
cetom of the fither. Aa they vre3» 
more auiy tiban uaual, they resclved ta 
wait some tinae with him; and discomrs- 
ing 4m difiecent sutyects^ Aliee at length 
mdr^*' i have often wonderod that; some, 
of tbe kvds of the domain have not been 
annoiis to rcfwf this diapel, and pirer, 
serve to posterity so magnificent a nao^. 
nument of antiquity.'' 

^ Few of them» I believe, ever be-r 
stoiw^ a thott^t cm. the suigeett" replied 
jDapdd^ ^ sxoept. my late hanoiaced lioEd^ 
and I hwe heajcd Inm sa^, Hu^. if he 
Umd to dear his fiH>tiui^ it shouU: he 
<me of his first carea" 

Margaret 
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Margaiet made no reply ; but by her 
raised eyes appeared to register in her 
memory the intention of her fiither. 

** The gifts and wealth appertaining to 
it were doub^tosa ai^Md by £;>rdgn ene- 
mies," said Alice. ** Th^e is a longtale 
annexed to it, but whether true or false 
I know not" 

'' Bom on tfak spot, I have heard the 
story as it bw \me^ hmd^ down for 
some centuries ; and though, doubdess, 

many ^mm^ hfism ciesfX, m^ t\i^ fowidar 
tiim in pmbabl J tin&e/' aiis«€md DawUL 

'' Witik dawe AJka'a li^xe I sbml4 
U]» 1iQ» be«r iV s^ Idbrgavet; '' it wSH 
(MBS tb? ikB» whik we wait for thi» fii* 
tbfir." 

'' I wUl rekta ill wiUinglly,'^ Fituiiiil 
fib€^; '' bwk ycM iwist. ^xpaot it ruMy 
told» as my acoounit i& imr^lsr foHMtod 
from old. baUads on. the sutg^eot" 
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THE USOEKD OF MAUD OF BKRWlQa^^ 
AND HUBERT ST. PIERCY. . -f 

At a short distance £rom this hamlet, 
some centuries ago, stood a castle whose 
wide-extended domain appertained to 
Roger, earl of Dm'ham ; and at a further 
distaiice of three miles, divided only by 
a thick f(»rest, was the small estate and 
castle of Hubert St. Piercy, a knight of 
high renown, but whose honour was 
greater than his wealth. 

The earl was a proud man, and from 
some cause, but what I. know not, there 
was an unneighbourly coldness between 
the families. Fame however spoke so 

loudly 
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loufly m fevowr of the youthful Hubert 
(only 9CiA of the knight), that the east * 
could not avoid a sentiment of envy, 
mote paiticularly as the only heir to fait 
illBiiense possessions was a daughter. 

When Hubert was ninojteen, Maud of 
Ottiham was only sixteen, and if ever 
tkqr bad seen each other, it was only in 
tilose casual encounters that happen 
among neighbours. One of these occurs 
red at a hunting match, in which both 
&milies were engaged; sir Hubert 
St. Fierey accompanied by his son, and 
^e lord of Berwick foyhthe fiiist time by 
his daughter. ' MamF, who would not 
willin^y have trodden on the smallest 
£eptUe that God hath created, forbore to 
draw her bow, until the deer being seen 
at a distance on a large plain, her father 
QOmmanded her to try her skill. Maud 
would fain have excused herself, but her 
father's manner demanded obedience ; 
she fi^en&are drew her bow, but she 
looked askaunee, that it might miss the 
. voL» u. o aim. 
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aim. At the same instant young thh 
' bert entered the plain^ hy leaping a fenM 
at sontie distance before them^ and Maud'^S 
arrow was arrested in its flight, and in- 
steadof the deer, struck Hubert througb 
the arm. The eye of the maid instantly 
^w the mischief of her hand, and seaA^ 
ing forth^a piercing cry, she fell senselcw 
to the ground. All the hunters in a^ 
moment surrounded the parties : some 
raised the lady, and others hastened to as-c 
sist the youth. But treating the business, 
slightly, he himself withdrew the arrow, 
and untreated no one to sufifer alann, but 
to give him a bandage to stop the efFu* 
sion of blood. Maud, somewh^kt reco* 
vered, heard the request, and though na- 
turally as timid as the tender fawn, rush- 
ed forward, and snatching off her scar^ 
presented it to Hubert, with a look which 
inflicted a deeper wound in his heart 
than her arrow had in his arm. 

This accident spaiii^^tlie..^rt of the 
day. The earl was fiin> to return home 

with 
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with his daughter, and sir Hubert, with 
hh son and followers, retook their way 
to the castle. 

• ' This event had no consequence in the 
family of sir Hubert, who simply cohd^ 
dered it as the effect of want of skill in 
the lady Maud ; but her father, pulfed 
with pride, when surrounded by hi»*par^ 
tisans, frequently declared that he regard^ 
ed it as an o^en that hhddtighterv^owlS 
rise tohiorher renown than even the id/t 

o 

of sir Hdbert. 

Soon afler this a grand tournament 
was hfeld at Berwick, in which the youths* 
of the surrounding country endeaVotireff 
to signalize themselves by skill anddex-' 
terity, and to shew, in breaking a launch 
ibr a fevourite lady, what they w^re cap- 
able of^ should they be attacked by fp-' 
reign enemies. 

The lord of Berwick, with the most 
noble seniors of the surrounding countr}% 
sat on an elevated seat as umpires ; and 
in gilded gaUeries, their ladies, with ail 

G 2 the ' 
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]^<Mtthfttl beauties within many 
^W}T^ idiota was Maud, seated by the 
lady her mother. . 

' :iMl prepared, ^ trompet acmnded, 
sQid.a tall powerful knight piei^»ted 
him$elf. The herald of the course by his 
oi^r prc^eimmed Egbertha <^ Westmorp 
land, daughta? to the earl of that nam^ 
the fwe^ of Wcm^t defying aU wIk^ 
{tfeteaded to the contnoy to mental eon^ 
Iwt Twokoi^kftsrsueoesaively ttoodfrntih 
and denied the claim; but the contu^ 
was not in their fa¥Our, for they were 
sp^ily overthroswn, and in copsequeBjoe 
their assertion destroyed. 

The force aqd success of the victor, 
who was then proudly aaaounced sir 
Robert of Tweedale, stood unrivalled, 
when a young knight stepped fbnvwd, 
declaring, by the herald, Egbertha of 
Westmorland ip beauty as inferior to 
Maudbf Berwick as the twilight <^ ds^ 
is^to the splendour qf the rising sua, 
^he earl of Ba*wick was pi^oiid tx> hear 

his 
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his daugfat^s beauty thus^avdwt^vbtit 
the slender^ though welUfomied bdiiy of 
the knight who proclaimed it, appeared 
ik>t equal to a contest with the muacuki^ 
Hobesrt'of Tweedale. 
- The young adventured was in white 
armour, his beaver down, his device K 
idove bearing an arrow, and this mott^ 
t^^llghrtf in my woundJ^ Maud alone 
Mt no exultation : like the unassuming 
fity of the Yaliey,» line would, if possibH 
have concealed ^her heaxnb^ ihim eiery 
eyew The neighing of the steeds, the 
clattering of the armour, the dashing of 
tiie ispears^ filled her with' dread, and 
puffing her veil lower on her brows, she 
wailed ki trembling the issue of fh& 
. combat. 

The white knight pr^ssdd hard upon 
air Bobert, and kt length rufehed against^ 
him with sueh strength and skQI, that he* 
was uidiorsed in an instant. The court 
xiesounded with shouts of applause ; but 
the strangi^ leaping from his horse, and 

G 3 stoo^g 
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8to6pifig to raise his antag6nist, said---^ 
•* One fell, sir knight, gives no victory ; 
2*700 are not hurt, remount your horse; 
I will have a fair conquest or none." 

Sir Robert rose slowly, and with sul- 
kiiriess accepted the offer. Again they at* 
tacked each other, and, more guarded tliaa 
thp firsrt; tii^e, several strong jostles took 
places until at length the white knight 
a second time unhorsed his opponent. 
Again the court re-echoed with cries of 
applausje ; but on silence being proclaim-' 
ed', sir Robert, approaching his antago- 
nist, said^t--*'^ If indeed you are a true and 
noble knight^ give me revenge with the 
sword: never before have I been Ihus 
ddbated twice in one day'; therefore 
hand-to-hand let us try our fortune.* 
. •* WiHihgly,'* an^swered the wbite 
knight ; and drawing his weapon* he: 
added«^'^ Had I as many lives as hairs, I 
would deVote them all in this cause.*' 
' .Powerful aa was Robert of Tweedale,: 
be was no match for his opponent, 

whose 
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wbme- ^vant o£ weight was amply isvp^ 
pKc^by such exquisite skilly that he not 
only parried his eiemy's blows,. Imjli 
kept him so hriskly engaged^ thpt a| 
l^ngth^ faiiiy exhausted, he was disarmed 
and Ibffced to yield. 

" Sir knight/' said sir Robert, ** yoik 
I^BVe conquered nobly ; aj&d let me sa)v 
without boast, that hereafter, as ^ell aa 
noWf you may acquire some fame in 
having vanquished Robert of Twee^ 
dale. What I pray now is, that you 
would remove your vizor, that should we, 
qneet a^in, we may know each other.'' 

'^Excuse me," answered the white 
kn^ht; ** hereafter we n^ay be better ac- 
^piainted. I am young, and must give 
more meritorious proofs of my courage, 
to deserve the friendship of m^n, than, 
at so slight a breathing as this." 

So sitying, he presented his h^d tc^ 
l^e knight, who accepted the offer ; thea 
approaching to the seat of the umpires^ 
he : received the applause , so justly, his 

6 4 due. 



due. Turning fix>m them, be pnMtitM 
himielf to the ladies, jmdkiiieelingitft 
^ feet of Maud> laid ^ir Bdiieit^ BVPrnA 
befiire her. . .: wV 

'' Sk kiught," said Maud, ''I hogtti^fioid 
will pardon a simple maid i£ sAte failsf ui? 
expresaing herself in termayour pomsigfa 
demands; but the truth is, I.Hm unsAKlltr 
ed oh this subject All warlike weapoiut 
seare me, and I had rathar be the ptein-' 
eit ereature that God did ever form, thttr 
t|iat one dxo^ of human blood should be 
shed on my aaeount" 

The knight mad6 no rejj^y, tmt arose 
and bowed to Maud, who, tnaidJ^ r&ds* 
ing her eyes as he turned ftom her, sair 
6n hid arm the ssm» (carf she had |^ 
seated young Hubert on the day of dsie 
chaee. This at once to her ^[seov^ecl 
the knigh Wbirt be w« unknown to all 
iMsida; arid no (AMFV^qtuoingt*' dispute 
kit ass»t»m 6( M aud'g lAip^nbri^, th« 
fitkok was tituv«rdi^5r allowed., 

WkMber it mm owin^ to the SMtu* 

lal 



ni ftdctenciB <ii nkm, bt that Maud'af 
lleauty hmk itreaitftible^ I know nely but 
ftocB tiial day it irppears that Robert df 
Tweedale gavcf up all thoughts of Eg- 
bertbai and resolved to devote himself 
to ^ lord <i Durham's daughter, hut 
not to decfate his passion tiU he had 
r^ained the fiitue he had lost at the 
totjmnaixftent ^ 

During an intcnrval ctf some months^ 
tliat succeeded, a number of lawless rob* 
bors found means to land on the lord of 
Durham's coast, and to eaity away what> 
ever they found. The castle was^ how-^ 
ever, too sl^ongly fortified for them to 
attack; and thus defeated of their first 
intention, foaming with disappokited^ 
rage, they forined the horrid design of' 
siting fire to the whole. For this piwr* ^ 
pose they threw firebrands over the WdS^- 
£«d a part falling where provender was^^ 
kept for the horses, tiiat wing of thie* 
building was speedily in fiames. T^^*' 
confusion this occasioned n'otonlyakrmed 

g5 the 
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uihobitents, but the y$9S^ and aim 
]«^he4 St Plercy/ w^O^ coUeoting. Im 
$^lower^ with his son At their head,- 
h^less of past enmities^ hast^ied ;to 
the succour of his neighbour. 

At'th^ sight of such a formicUbble 
number of opponents the rc^l:dier& .fled; 
but all was still . an^rdiy. hni alarm, for 
the fire continued to rage, and, toredou** 
ble the calamity, Maud, whose apart*^ 
ment lay on the same side of. the castle; 
was missing. To this all other griefs ap» 
peared trifling. The'sorrpwing mother'i^ 
cries re-echoed, throughput the castle, 
and dashing herself upon the earth, she 
called on the battlements to fall and oon^ 
fftsl her from the sight of the flames, 
j^at were consuming her dear and oiily 
child. The lord, of Durham's grief, not 
less poignant, was testified by the offer 
of half his wealth to him who should 
save his daughter; but in vain — ^no one 
was bold enough to adventure. 
. In the mean time the vassals were"^ 

endeavouring 
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endeavpttriag to quench, the fire» when 
on a stiddeui ascending a flammg flight 
pf 6tair«4 was seen young Hubert: 
rasbiog through every obstacle, in.affu»r 
minutes he was lost to their sight. 

• A/cry pf honx>r escaped every bosom 
Vat that cf St. Piercy, who, with strained 
eyes and outstretched hands; waited ix% 
speechless agony the event of his.acHi!^ 
generoua but daring at|;eiqpt« A fe^* 
ful interval, endued ; wb^^ op a, su(^en^ 
Hubert was again discovered* . Qlimhing 
the roof of the castle xtrith Mai¥i in hi& 
arms. A few minutes bore them from 
dangeTi and a few more, and the a^iu^ed 
parents clasped their daughter in their 
arms* 

. '* Ha|f my wealth is yours, valiant 
youth,'* said the earl: '* heretofore wev 
have been, if not enemies, cold friends; l 
pray ye that in future we may be better 
a/^uainted." 

" Thankfully, in my father's name, X 
>eceive the latter offer,'* replied Hubf^-t : 

g6 "but 



^lmtthefiret,tmfaiei^,IileelHM. '!R^ 
h^e most glorioas day of my Mfb; ailA 
nerer shall its honour be tarnished by « 
Mrdhig's prtoe. Keep your goU anA 
teoids, tny lord, and happy may you be^r 
but ^imnWt ym lose both, pos^sesbedi^ 
audi a daughter, you will stiB ivihaft^ 
the rhArest inaii in 196H;huwb^knd.i^ ' 

YW lord of Durham wte & jorf^ 
ttmigli a prottd man«-«'^Toufig fSt/^ sUd 
1m^ ^ i caimot brtk>k this obfigaHbtti 
yw hav« saved my daughter, and 1 194 
sist on yotu* aceepthig payment of iSbft 
debt** 

^ If, &Touredof Heaven, my lord^*' re^ 
turned Hubert, modeMly, ^ I fatfve, ^ 
you say, saved the lovely Maud, wliat 
wealth can pay the obligation ?-^-^h'er 
worth is above all priee.^ 

The lord of Durham contended, but 
the youth was not td be moved £r6m his 
resolve; and, the fire at length ' extin- 
guished, after repeated thanks they se- 
p^uioted. 

The 



: . J^She.iKnmmtA noble de^s of Hobertt 
tk^r;>fi»oyp after thi» tide, appear tOr 
kar^ ifYti^ imiiid the^c0^ latlie. 
^Mote;^ iicQMir mA dbtrese hb swordf 
tnuk ercr ready ; the. hfM atid teakntf 
im^gliieToi Ms Mendl^ olid tbe edoutgtf 
cf Ihs dnemieiB, the prattd oppreMor 
i^af^ hko, and the pc^or and dkftreseed 
Meseed hko. His owfir eharattcab. the 
AUiga^n he ]iad^€m£bTedr0ii:t^'kM# 
of^Dte}lfrttl, laoade hftmtficf loDg^ a str^sl 
g/at at the caijtle. ^hal noblemar> vef 
tpdeted' hko, hn kdy: regarded biti> as 3L 
aon, and Maud loved him, at onbefor 
the esthtiaUe qualifies of his heart, and 
ike hazard he had made of his own lif^ 
to save hers. 

At this period the wealthy Robert 
of Tweedrfe, with a mim^ous retinue, 
CEime to the eastle to ask Maud in ilaar^ 
xiage, maiking the most splendid offers 
in her behalf. His wealth pleased the 
lord of Durham well, and his femily 
"was equs^ unolgectionable ; Maud> 

consent 
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iXM^ent ivas therefore akme' wantiti^. 
But that was • not eai^y obtaincid, fiur 
Hhen pressed by her father^ she repliedi 
-^^ My lord, yoU' gave me life» ancli* 
ail Iiwill^Mey you» where it can be done 
eensifitent witb<fi\y duty to Heayc^i aad 
myowA consdence; but I should oflbn^. 
bo&5 in giving my hand to Rofo^ of 
T weedale. I eould not love Jbim beyixnd 
all m€ai» «& duty coizimands- women to 
do their husbaiid«, ther^ore I'l^ould of* 
&nd Heaven ; and my eonsci^sqe W4>u^d* 
never cease to whisper^ that giving* xny^ 
pa?son without my hea^t^was. the ^t of. 
an harlot, rather than of a mod^ wi^\ 
and utterly unworthy of the family from- 
'whence,! sprung." 

Maud's reply/ astonished. her fatlier: 
tractable and obedient to his sn;a^Ie^. 
wishes, he had considered beras^^a reed 
that he might bend at pleasure; but this^ 
event undeceived liim. Neither his per- 
suasions nor anger pjeyailjed-^Maud's. 
courage was immoveable; and she con^i* 

eluded 



Clitded with declaring) that sooner than 
wed the Jinight of T>ir«eeda!e» she would 
^erote. herself to a religious life, in tiie 
wigbboiiring' convent. With tins ari-< 
imeF the knight was disuiissedy but xbi 
Kis' heart' resolved not to ^ve up* theu 
pursuit • •• . • •' ■; 

« Sir Bobert'st carand.was soon spread; 
It reaped sir Hubert's, and left a di^« 
ger in his soai's heart. HelovedrMaud, 
yet was tod ^poor to hofe to gain the 
Qonsent of her fetber *^. therefore could 
npt hear of so powerful, a rival without^ 
dread. Resolved, however, not to bear 
jtbetCNTture of suspense, he in mdiancholy 
mood took his way to the castle. Maud 
was alone in the hall; Hubert accosted 
her with affection mingled with fear^ 
and after some preliminary discourse 
ventured to say — " You have had a gal- 
lant visitor — ^Robert of Tweedale is a 
brave knight : for the first time in my 
life I envy him the possession of wealth*". 

** What 



** What oduld yveAtk prMme yon • 
itaid Maud, ^ tlmt yoa do not abeady^ 
possess ? You h^ve a good fiither, wfao^ 
if not ricb^ has encmgh to procuw all tite 
oomforta of life: you have strength aifd 
eotffage to defend your posseanons, and 
a heart that will never increase them by 
ESpine or yiolenoe. Are not sudi bless^ 
ings wealth ? — what would you mere ?* 

''Ah^Maudr returned Hubert, "*! 
would have ridiea sufficient to pnrdbase 
a jewels the want ci whrch makes att 
other blessings appear poor. Alaa! m^ 
gold can reach its wwth ; but I fear the 
power of persuasion — ^peiiiaps indiTia* 
tion — ^ hesitated he, 

*• Surely the jewel you speak of is not 
a woman's heart?" replied she* 

*' And what jewels &ir Mau^ no esti- 
mable as an uncorrupted heart ?" 

" I am no judge ; but surely, if it is to 
be purchased with gold» it caafinot be 
c^aBed uncorrupted : for my part/' conti- 

nued . 
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nited^b^ tiikiyiy, ^^ I.would be Icw^od for 
m^^ielC alode : fidles or granci^ir sbi^ 
hfrve no gway vith me^'' 
sjl^^ipert's satisfiu^n at this aiiswce 

ySilPM^jrroadily conceive.-^' Ah* Matter 
s#i he, "^if Robert of Twmdfde dolh 
net wia your haiid» I care not if he poch 
acBpsed the ridiei of the whole world" 

^ TUmt then he never will,'' rep£bd she> 
hhishiftg. ^' I will nev^r ^rtned without my 
fiiUielr'a obii«ent ; but my aSeoticin^ are 
Bo£ iti Hiy^own pow^^-**<they are be* 
stowed on a vii^oua youlh, and tisM 
arid Heaven will diflpoie all &r the 

'* Ode lnwd ipoDe^ fiur Manii^ and m*I» 
ntoiiadst Uefiie^ or moik miaeraUe of 
men," said Piercy. 

** Not one: t^ooember what is dd^ to 
me, and I ehall not foiget what is due 
to the preserver of tey liiQ--*the gifclknt 
Hubert St Pierey." 

So saying, she left ike hall, wfthmt 
giraig him time to re|dy. 

Soon 
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Soon after this, a dreadUuI ttckneMr 
broke out in the vidnity : the . Iwd ^ 
Durham and his Uidy were attad^ed with 
the malady, their servants sunk around 
them, and on the lovely Aiaud fell the: 
first care of attending them. Day Mod- 
night ^e watched them with inareaskig: 
duty, oflfering up the most fervent pcayersr 
for their recovery, and making a so^ 
lemn vow, if ihey were spared to her 
wishes, to ofier at the altar of the Holy^: 
Virgin a chalice of pure gold of the 
weight of four pounds. Her pious^ 
prayers weve beard ; her parents slowly 
recotvered, and, charmed with Iter duty4 
and alEeetimi, vowed to poesent to the 
Virgin a similar offering, but of douUb' 
weight : 

The preparations for this ceremony 
and thanksgiving were noised. throu^** 
out the country^ ami people flocked front 
all parts to witness the solemnity. The: 
Giiapel was prepared, the wjdls within 
were covered with vases. of flowers, a^d 

the 
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tihie ' alter loaded with the rich gifts of 
inlgrim^, penitents^ and pious donors. 
The priests were dothed in their richest- 
apparel ; the incense smoked frona golden' 
ceiiserS) and the harmonious voices of tlie 
singers/ mingled with music, resounded 
through the vaulted roof. The proces-* 
sion was composed of the nobility of the 
whole country, preceded by virgins 
strewing flowers. Then came Moud^ un<^ 
adorned^ save by maiden Ibvelmesf; ftndr 
modesty, clothed in a whiike gairtnenU 
and bearing in her hands tibe dialice^ 
filled with the most cosily spices. Next, 
came the 1^ of Durham and his lady,^ 
beaiing with silken oords eadi>a hani'dler 
of a larger golden cup, and foUooved bjK 
the nobility in pairs^ and lastly by their 
vassals and dcinestics, in new iiveiies,> 
richly decorated. r 

On reaching the dbapel, high masa^ 
was sung, after wbidi Maud approached^ 
t>ie altar, and humbly kneeling^ depo«. 
^ed her gift. Next came the lord and' 
' i lady 
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kdy of DmrhaiA, phxing thdr offermg 
by that oi Maud. The music thafi fib^ 
pounded, and a solemn thanksgiving was 
loade for the restored health of the Iw^ 
of the domain. The cereoion^ <Hm* 
4^uded^ the ebrl, taking his daugbter.by 
the hand, said--*^' Heaven, my ddicb 
hath witnessed thy piety and duty, Ikf 
unwearied attention to thy pari^% ViA 
thy nigbtly md daily prayers jfeortKeif. 
teitoiraticm : but here, to teati^ my w^ 
probation of thy worthy in the &e6 i^i 
men and angds, I solemnly vow to 
grant at thtt altar whatever i^^est thoa 
ahalt demand : aoake it thardfooe ; I stani 
miady to oonfirai thy wiAes, evealtoiim 

« 

half of my domain.'' 

If the piety of Maud had charmed 
every one, the grateful adhiiowledg^ 
ment of her father had equal wetgM, 
and all in silent expeetation waited her 
answer. 

*' My lord and father," Kplied sbe^ 
''you put too dang^ous sl l^st ii> a weak 

maid, 



maldi #ho fears to vmh what might he 
oimoxious to her tender parmta/' 

^ It cannot be,** answered he ; " speak 
without fear ; my word is pledged— «I 
wSI not faieak it.'' 

Again all was silent. Maud pained 
srarhsSe, then said*-^* Sisioe my honoured 
ftdier thus pi^esses me, I will speak^ but 
ttHk under the restriction of hit bettef 
Jadgment Firsts then,'' oontinued i^ 
liar eyes east dovm, and her ftoe dyed 
with blushes, '* if my loid should ev^ 
wish his Maud to wed, t^t it may 
be only to the man to whom, next him^ 
«1^ she owes mcMobtigsftion. Secondly,* 
iddedshe^ ^ Aat if this reque^ dotli not 
meet his good pleasure, he would per- 
mit his daughter to remain near him and 
her modier, to watoh their age with 
tenderness and a^K^tion ; and when time 
shall hiive fulfilled their period here oh 
earth, and their honoured remains be 
gatha^ed unto their fath^!s, should 
ahe have ikm sorrow to outlive thefn« 

she 
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she may be permitted to found a idi^ 
gious hou^e, and devote herself to Hea*- 
Verk" 

As Maud spoke, a taper that vms cfA 
high, burning before the shrine of St;^ 
Mtfgaret, fell on the light veil which 
flowed loosely round her, and set it on 
fire; but which, without injury, was 
suddenly extinguished— «-^^ The saint 
adopts the lady Maud with sacred fire^"^ 
said the priest ; ^' her pious wishes are re-^^ 
gistered on high." 

Madd trembled. She . cast her' eyes 
on Hubert, who, with . glowing expec- 
tation in bis featurels, stood foremost in 
the throng that surroundied heh Her 
father had not replied, but seized this 
interval of silence, for though he held 
religion in the utmost reveriMice, yet he 
wished to transmit his name to poste- 
rity.~" 'Tis true, child," said he, " that I 
had wished for thee a ri^er match than 
Hubert St Piercy, for certainly to him 
thou owest most, and thyj heart directs 

thee 
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iliee tlief e. : In this caselliy wisl^s shsll 
lead 'mine : half my wealth is by right 
his, and' to that I .#111 add the hand of 
Maod of Dudnam wheneyer he ahcilii 
cbimit'* ' 

i Hdbert in an instant W^ at the esai% 
feefc^.and clasping his garment, ei&cess <^ 
pleasure rendered him speechless. 

" Rise, my son !" said the earl : " 'tis 
true thou art not rich in gold or lands; 
but twe worth surpasses both, and that 
even thy enemies cannot deny thee." 

" My lord," replied Hubert, " I have 
jiot words to thank you ; but if the af- 
fection of a son, mingled with the obe- 
dience of the most humble of your vas- 
sals, can in any measure repay your 
goodness, how shall I glory in testifying^ 
it ! — ^And you, fair Maud," continued he, 
addressing her, " who have deigned to 
honour me so far beyond what I dared 
to hope, 1 here pledge myself, by all my 
hopes of happiness hereafter, that as you 

. - are 
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mony in the families of Durham and 
St. Piercy. Hubert saw Maud every 
day, and each visit endeared him to the 
earl and his countess, until at length the 
marriage was fixed to take place in a 
month. Hubert heard the time ap- 
pointed with rapture ; Maud with mo- 
dest reserve acquiesced, and exchanging 
rings, the contract was signed. 

All now was preparation for the 
marriage. Sir Hubert exulted in his 
son's happiness, and the earl could not 
but wonder that he had been so long 
blind to the virtues of St. Piercy. The 
dark mind of Robert of Tweedale was 
alone plotting revenge, and devising 
means how to dash the cup of happiness 
from Hubert's lips. To meet him openly 
as man to man he feared : he had expe- 
rienced his skill and dexterity thi«e 
years before ; and now ripened by time, 
and his limbs knit with manly jstrength, 
to attack him was a daring beyond his 
Goiir^e : yet, ^9 lurk like a fell assassin 

was 
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was an act against which his heart at 
first recoiled ; but by degrees familiarized 
with the idea, he finally resolved rather 
to take the life of Hubert, than su£^ 
him to wed Maud. 

On the eve of the marriage, as Hu- 
bert bade Maud farewell for the night — 
doubtless deeming it the last he should 
be divided from her-^s she withdrew 
her hand from his, she perceived the ring 
he had presented her at the contract 
broken in twain. — " Oh, Hubert T said 
she, trembling, and stretching out her 
hsmd, •* behold thy ring !— -it is broken ; 
what may this mean ?' 

** Gold may break, Maud,** answered 
he, " but my faith to thee will never 
baid. My happiness is indeed so great, 
that I can scarcely believe it real ; but 
should aught intervene between us, re- 
member that the love of thee will be 
only iextinguished with the last spark of 
my Hfe." 

Maud sighed — she thought Hu 

H 2 looked 
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looked pala Twice she calledi buH 
back; she laid ker hand. on: hia--*^* Ha- 
hmi^ saidshe^ ** mj heart la impressed; 
my blood is cold in my vens— a ftorful 
dreadf which I cannot expansi hangs 
over me." 

Hubert endeayoiired to reassun her, 
and at length in some measure suc- 
ceeded; then, bidding herfiu:eweU, at- 
tended by his followers, he left the 
castle. 

Maud's fears had not, howerer, sab- 
sided : in the kmely quiet of her cham- 
her diey recurred with redoubled fcnot. 
In the whistling of the wind she thought 
she heard voices ; and thenoctutnal note 
of the owl filled her with dr6id. 

After a restless night she wose at 
break of day. The morning was datk 
and lowering, and snow cov^ed tbe 
face of the earth. Still was her heavt 
heavy, biU; the bridal viigins ooming lS& 
dress her, she endeavoured to oonoeal 
h$r anxiety. At noeia the narriagt; was 

to 
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to take place, and at eleven the bride- 
groom, attended by a brilliant and nu- 
maxHis tmin, was expected. 

The hour arrived and passed — ^but the 
bridegroom came not Maud's fears in- 
creased beyond all sufferance; but theeari, 
vexed at iike apparent siight put upon his 
daughter, treated her fears with con- 
tempt 

At length, stretching his beast to its 
utmost speed, a messaiger was seen 
hastening to the castle. He came to 
bring Hubert's bridal robes, and to chide 
him from his father for his neglecting to 
come with the procession, which had 
wattted his appearance till past the ap- 
pointed hour. The alarm now spread 
from Maud to her parents. The earl 
himself questioned the messenger, and 
learned that at early dawn St. Piercy 
had risen, and speaking only to a trusty 
domestic, had informed him that he was 
going to the lord of Durham's castle, as 
he was anxious to see the lady Maud, 

H 3 whom 
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whom he had left under some uneasi- 
ness the night before, but that he should 
return at the appointed time ; and finally, 
that he weiit on horseback, followed only 
by a large dog, who usually attended 
him. 

The alarm was now become general, 
as ih&re was no doubt but that some fa- 
tal accident had befallen Hubert, and 
messengers were dispatched in every di- 
rection, m order, if possible, to gain in- 
telligence ; but in vain. The day passed 
in trembling expectation, all fearing the 
worst, yet dreading to hear it realized. 
The preparations for the marriage were 
forgotten ; the l^dy Maud, in her bridal 
robes, sat in a chair; pale, wan, and mo- 
tionless, until evening, when suddenly 
the barking of a dog at the door of the 
hall attracted her attention. — " It is Hu- 
bert's dog !" exclaimed she, rushing for- 
ward to the . entrance, but as suddenly 
recoilin'g, with a fearful and death-like 
countenance, for by the light of the 

torches 
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torches she discovered that the dog's 
white and shaggy coat was dyed with 
blood. Speechless with horror, she again 
sunk into a chair. The dog advanced 
towards her, bearing something in his 
mouth which he laid at her feet. Lost 
in grief, Maud at first perceived it not ; 
but her father stooping, wrhat was his 
terror and aflfnght to behold a human 
hand ! and on examining it nearer, to dis- 
cover it was Hubert's, too surely identi- 
fied by the ring of contract which still 
remained on his finger! Nature, stretched 
beyond the power of further suffering, 
relieved the feelings of Maud )by insen- 
sibility, in which state she was removed 
to her chamber. 

The earl, as soon as his first alarm had 
subsided, ordered all his vassals to join 
those of sir Hubert's in the search of St. 
Piercy's body, as no doubt now remain- 
ed but that he was murdered ; aad after 
a night during which no one attempted 
to retire to rest, the earl himself resolved 
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to join in the search, taking with him 
the faithful beast that had apparently 
witnessed his master's misfortune. 

The snow had disappeared from the 
earth, the morning was clear, and the 
earl and his followers resolved to let the 
dog lead t]je way. He moved slowly, 
entered the forest that separated the es- 
tates, and,' with his nose to the ground, 
he took the road to the mountains, and 
at length entered the Cave of St. Mar- 
garet, halting at the opening, where he 
uttered the most hideous howls. 

The earl shuddered — ^his men drew 
back ; but awed and animated by their 
lord's example, they at length, ha^mg 
procured torches, followed him i^^ and, 
dreadful to relate,- in one of the wind- 
ings of the cavern discovered the man- 
gled body of Uie gallant Hubert, pierced 
with seven mortal stabs, beside the loss 
6f his hand. 

The body was conveyed to the castle, 
where the two mourning fathers joined 

in 
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in paying it every possible honour, while 
the countess, added to her own grief, 
had the melancholy prospect of seeing 
her <uily child sinking with sorrow that 
she could neith^ alleviate nor remove. 
The body of St. Piercy being found af- 
forded Maud a glocHny satisfaction, and 
to weep with sir Hubert appeared to give 
her tiie only relief she was capable of 
feding. 

For a year after this melancholy 
event, no discovery was made of the 
murderers. The castle of the earl, as 
well as the dwelling of sir Hubert, was 
hung with black; no visit(»^ were ad- 
mitted within the walls, and Maud ne- 
ver lelt' b^^Hshamber but to assist at. the 
masses which were repeated daily for 
the repose of the soul of her lover. 

One night that she h^ retired irom 
the chapd to her apartment, her mind 
as uaital full of the disastrous death of 
Hubert, in her sleep she thought the sad 

H 5 tragedy 
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tragedy of the dog, entering with the 
human hand, was renewed ; but hist^ad , 
of laying it as before at her feet, he laid 
it at those of sir Robert of Tweedale. 
The idea of sir Robert being Hubert's 
enemy had never before intruded itself 
on her imagination, but, the thought 
once awakened, it hourly gained sti*ength, 
and she had scarcely patience to wait 
until morning to communicate her sus- 
picions to her father and sir Hubert, 
Neither, however, gave credit to her 
dream, but strove all in^ their power to 
divert her mind from the supposition. 

Some months after this, a messenger 
one morning arrived at the castle from 
sir Robert of Tweedale, requesting the 
favour of an audience of the lord of 
Durham : the entreaty was so pressing, 
that he did not refrise. Sir Robert being 
admitted, after some preliminary dis- 
course, expressed his concern at the sor- 
rows that he understood had fallen on 

the 
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the lovely Maud, begged to remind the 
earl of his former proposal, and hoped 
that his daughter, when time should 
have softened her grief, would suflFer 
him to endeavour to supply the place of 
the unfortunate Hubert in her heart 

** Sir knighV* said the earl, " I will de- 
ceive no man : my daughter, I am con- 
vinced, will never marry — Hubert liv- 
ing, and Hubert dead, alone possesses 
her heart.** 

At that moment a noise among the 
domestics disturbed the conversation in 
the hall, and the earl calling his page to 
know the cause, was informed that it 
arose from fte lady Maud's dog (for 
.> Hubert's do^'had ever since his death 
^E^ained with her) having seized one 
JR sir Robert's servants by the throat, 
and that so strongly, that he could not 
be removed.' The . e|flrl, followed by sir 
Robert, went.^TMnediately to call him 
off; but they"^ no sooner entered the 
apartmenttlum the dog suddenly changed 
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his object, and loosing the serrant^ fiu* 
tened upon sir Robert. 

All now was confusion ; neither blows 
nor the soothings of the earl would 
make him loose his hold One of the 
domestics at length observed, that the 
lady Maud had most power over him, 
and if she would condescend to sooth 
him, he would doubtless obey. Sir 
Robert, half strangled, was sinking with 
terror, but by his raised hands entreated 
assistance; for he feared to make the 
smallest struggle, lest the exaspemted 
animal should give him instant d^th. 

The earl commanded Maud to be 
called ; she obeyed, but was no sooner 
informed of the cause, than her dream 
recurred to her memory, and throwing 
off the fear that such a scene occa* 
sioned, she exclaimed — "On my life, 
my lord and father, the dog holds a 
murderer, and never shall my voice call 
him off till he makes signs of confi^sion ! 
No^ sooner will I suifer him to tear out 

his 
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his folse throaty than by a word save the 
murdera* of my beloved and betrothed 
husband.** 

Sir Robert made signs of denial; 
but the servsaxt, struck with remorse^ 
cried aloud — *'It is too true !— *-blood will 
have blood! SirRobert» myself, and two 
more, murdered the youthful Hubert St. 
Piercy, and concealed his body in a cave 
in the forest" 

'^ Observe this well," said Maud, firmly, 
tumiqg to the domestics. *^ Say yet who 
employed thee?** 

'' Sir Robert of Twe^dale ; and though 
I pay with my life the forf^ture^ yet I 
have relieved my soul by the confession." 

'* You have done well," she answered. 
'* Heaven pardon your heinous sins!" 
Th«) calling aS the dog, he speedily 
refinquished his hold. 
The earl recovering his first surprise, ex- 
claimed*—^' I anest you, Robert of Twe^ 
dale, on the chai^ of murdeir; noc will 

I loae 
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I lose sight of you until I deliver you 
into the hands of justice/* 

** To you, my lord, I now leave the 
guidance of this afEdr, satisfied that you 
will act with the rectitude that has ever 
distinguished you." So saying, Maud 
left the hall, and the earl and his domes- 
tics secured sir Robert and his followers, 
and sent them to Berwick; 

Sir Robert, hardened in guilt, denied 
all knowledge of the fact ; but his man 
firmly persisted in the first accusation, 
adding, that the villains who assisted had 
retired to the north of Scotland, but he 
knew not where, and now subsisted by 
the liberality of their master. 

The day of trial approached. Ii at- 
ever were the internal feelings of sir Ro- 
bert, he bore all boldly : not so the pe^ 
nitent domestic ; he wept day and night, 
and inflicted on himself the most severe 
penances, so that, weakened by absti- 
nence, and tortured with the pangs of 

guilt 
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guilt and repentance, even the night 
before the trial his soul was called to its 
^read account, for he was found dead 
when his keeper entered his cell to bring 
him before the tribunal. 

This accident was vexatious to the 
prosecutors, but a wietcome event to sir 
Hobert, as his servant was the only wit- 
ness against him. The judges allowed 
that the suspicions were strong; but 
there was no positive proof, for the scr- 
ipt had taken no oath of the murder, 
aia^d he might have accused his master 
&om ill-wiS, or some sinister motives- 
Sir Robert also set up a plea, that his 
man was subject to fits of insanity, and 
produced three of his creatures to prove 
^^e truth of the assertion. As to the 
** j&g seizing the knight and his man, it 
was hdd p {i^fiJiRppstanee on which no 
dependence was to be placed, as dogs 
were known to have antipathies to par- 
ticular persons. -In short, the evented 

the 
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the trial was, that sir Robert was Wbe- 
rated^ and vice triumphed. 

Sir Hubert St. Piercy, severely wound- 
ed by the release of his son's muiderer, 
though now himself past the starength 
g£ youtbt determined to seek revenge ; 
and, regardless of the prowess of his ad^ 
versary, defied him to mortal ccmibat 
Sir Robert was naturally bold, but could 
he with honour have declined the dial* 
lenge, he would undoubtedly have done 
so; but as that was not to be eflSected, 
he submitted with apparent resolutioiL 

The gentle Maud,, and the earl fafsr 
£Either, would fain have persuaded St 
Pierqy to leave vengeance to Heavao^ 
and not to put a life so j^recious as his 
in competition with that of a muiderer. 
Sir Hubert was, however, not to be 
moved from his purpose, and the day 
being appcwted, and the judges met, 
the parties prepared for combat Ro- 
bert of Tweedale spoke first : he talked 

loudly 
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Ic^^j of his innocenee, and threatened 
to punish his accusers; and, turning 
with derision to sir Hubert, said, be 
was ashamed of meeting so impotent a 
foe, but that old men, like children, re- 
quired punishment when they refused 
to hearken to reason. 

Sir Hubert St Piercy next addressed 
the judges and spectators. His b^efi- 
cent, though mournful features, shaded 
with grey hairs, moved them at once to 
pity and reverence.-*^' My fiiends and 
feUow-oountrymen,'' said he, " you see 
before you^ old man, rendered child- 
less by fraud and viUany. If I &11 in 
this just cause I shall die with honour, 
and hope to rejoin my son in that coun* 
try where no fell assassin shall ever in- 
trude. If I conquer, as I feel a firm be* 
lief I shall, it will be a just tribute to 
the manes of my gallant Hubert; and, 
weary of the world and sorrow, I will 
retire into a monastery to end my days. 
— Come on then," continued he, in a 

voice 
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vcnoe that interested all, and sunk deep 
into'sir Robertas heart; *' a stronger power 
than mine strikes through my arm ; in 
this cause I would defy an army such as 
thee. Behold, I wield the sword of my 
slaughtered son, nor shall it know a scab- 
bard till it hath drank the blood of the 
villain who slew him.** 

Sir Hubert's speech was followed by 
so powerful an attack, that his words 
appeared prophetic, for the armour of 
sir Robert was broken like glass, and 
the swtord of Hubert found an easy pas- 
sage to his guilty breast. — ** Hold !" ex- 
claimed he, sinking on the earth, ^^ I 
yield : thou sayest truly, a power greater 
than thine guides thy arm. Spare me ! — 
I am already wounded unto death." 

** I will not spare thee, villain !" an- 
swered sur Hubert, " unless thou confess ; 
therefore, if thyialse lips can utter truth, 
speak— if not, thou shalt die with the lie 
in thy throat." 

So saying, sir Hubert prepared to 

give 
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give him a mortal blow^ but sir Robert 
cried aloud — " Spare me! I conjure you 
spare me ! let me not die without shrift. 
My soul is so deeply laden with sin, that 
hell, with all its horrors, will receive 
me." 

** Say then, didst thou not slay my son, 
the brave Hubert St. Piercy ?" 

Sir Robert groaned. — ** My own 
hand gave him but one wound — ^but too 
sure I caused him to be skdn." 

** For what fair purpose could thy dark 
mind devise so foul a deed? — My ge- 
nerous Hubert never injured thee." 

** The fatal beauty of Maud of Dur- 
ham was the cause. — ^Now, I pray you, 
give me assistance to stay my soul until 
a priest be called — ^I will confess alL" 

" Be it so," answered sir Hubert; " iMkt 
remember, I will have every secret fix>m 
thy false heart. Where arie the villains 
that assisted thee in this black deed P** 

" At my castle in Strathnaime.— Pray 
ye, give me help— I shall bleed to death." 

*^Tbou 
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^ Th(m hart lived like a villaifi, and 
jDOw diert like a coward,'' said sir ISx^ 
bert Then calling Mristanoe, he ordered 
Mm to be ocxiveyed to a coudb^ and a 
skiUul leech to attend, and look at his 
wound. 

The leech assuaged the effusion of 
blood, but dedared, to the best of his 
beUe^ the wounds were mortd. A 
priest was th^i called, and s»r Robert 
made a full avowal of the murder. He 
confessed that he engaged three mm, 
one of whom was the servant lately dead ; 
that two were coostantiy Mdployed, cbi- 
lang the last month, to watdi some op 
pofitnnity to slay Hubert, but that, as he 
was always accompanied, th^ foundi it 
impossible. On the evening preceding 
1^ day cm which he was to wed the 
lady Maud, he had himself joined his 
umOf two of whom were skilful archers, 
and in case no other oj^rtunity off^- 
^ they were from the covart of the 
wood to draw their bows against Hub^ 



• 

ai at the head of ^ prooesi^oii he went 
^ the cael&e. TMs arrangement w»^ 
hawever, rendered frottlesft by his rif&ig 
ottt on tiie morning appointed tor hh 
marriage On dteoovering him ta be 
akme, sir Robert accosted Mm: hetoM 
hhn to retinqoish Mand or die. Hu- 
bert answered haughtily^ that sir IBLo- 
bert must give better prools of his sftffl 
than he had hitherto done fi^r him to 
fear him ; llmt he was willing to meet 
him huid to hand, as a man, and eoaM 
not suppose he meant to attack hhfin U^e 
an assassin ; that had he twenty Iive^ h^ 
would venture them all soona than yi^ 
an atoin of his love to Maud. Afi he 
spoke he ibew his swotd; but one of the 
villains at that moment stabbed Mm ki 
the side; though not mortally, for et^eil 
after that he fought manfully, fill' an*^ 
other of the assassins, with a heavy 
stroke of the broadsword, at one hkm 
sevexed his arm at the wrist. Hef was 
then sooir dispaficimlr and his haif 
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dragged into the forest for concealinent, 
and deposited in the cave, as was also 
his hand. That the dog at the fiiyt gi^at- 
ly annoyed them, and hit sir Bx>bert se- 
verely, but that on pursuing him, be. 
ran with so much swiftness into the 
wood that they could not reach him, and 
th^ feared to follow further, lest they 
should be discovered. 

Sir Robert then declared the names 
of the men who were concerned in the 
murder, and officers of justice were sent 
to wprehend them. 

^hen this news reached Maud, she 
made a public thanksgiving; and the 
body of her lover being found in St. 
Margaret's Cave corresponding in her* 
idea with the event of the taper falling 
fix>m the shrine of that saint, she resolved 
to consider her as her patroness, and, 
when in her power, to testify her grati- 
tude. 

In the mean time sir Robert's 
wounds, whidi bad been deemed mortal, 

to 
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to tb^e surprise o£. all; began to hieal. 
His servants were taken, and, put to th^ 
torture, confessed the fact: sir Hobert, 
on the contrary, as he gained strength, 
would fain h^ve denied the whole trans- 
action ; but the confessions were now 
too strongly authenticated to be denied^ 
and he only escaped death by his wounds 
to lose his life ignominiously on, the. 
scaffold. The knight being tried and 
condemned, was, with the other crimi- 
nals, put to death near the spot whei^: 
they committed the murder. 

Sir Robert was first despoiled of his 
ensigns of honour by the common exe^ 
cutioner ; his military girdle was ungird- 
ed, his sword takeo away, his spurs cut, 
off with an hatchet, his gauntlets pluck- 
ed off, and the escutcheon of his arms 
reversed. He was then^th the others 
scourged, after whigh they were stran- 
gled, their bodies burnt, their ais|^ 
scattered to the wind, and their go^ds 
giy^n to the poor. 

Such 
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Sttck was the death of the murdefen : 
soon after whidi Maud» by the consetit 
of her parents, founded a convent to the 
honour of St Margaret, and also a dm- 
pel, on the spot where Hubert was skhi, 
endowing it richly, and causing perpe- 
tMi masses to be sdd for his eternal re- 
pose. Fcft the soub of the murderers 
no one prayed; and from the fearfiil 
screams and bowlings that were fre- 
quently heard in the forest and ac^ning 
moiintains, the dreadful prognostic was 
drawn, that their sinful spirits were wan- 
dering in woeftil jeopardy for their earth- 
ly crimes. Where their ashes fell, the 
land became barren, and a stone cross 
was erected to maiic the spot where they 
suffered, that travellers mi^it avoid it 

With pious duty the gentle Maud 
attended her parents and sir Hubert, 
whom she regarded as a fatha*, till their 
death, after which she retired to the con- 
vent she had founded. She erected a 
magnificent monument to the menMMry 

of 
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ci her lover, and ordered that after her 
death her own should be placed by hk 
mde; and to preserve to posterity the 
semraiibranoe of the fidelity of the dog, 
eommanded that his effigy should be 
placed at her feet. 



•* Such,"^ continued Alice, " is the re- 
mved legend of Maud of Durham and 
Hubert St. Piercy.— The length of the 
tale has beguiled us, for the moon is 
rising, and we must hasten home." 

^^ I would our dear Austin was re- 
turned !" said Margaret. *' This tragic tale 
has thrown a gloom on my spirits* I 
trust he will arrive safe.** 

^* A poor priest has nothing to tempt 
the cupidity of robbers," answered Alice^ 
^' and the father is universally beloved 
by all who know him." 

** Heaven prosper him f" added David ; 
^^ the loss of my honoured lord did hardly 
effect me more than would now the loss 
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of him. With your permission I wift. 
attend you to the gate» for it is too late 
for you to go alone.'* 
. Margaret and Alice accepted the ofier» 
and leaving the chapel, they speedily 
reached the castle. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



As Margaret with Alke entered tbr 
gate, De Launcy passed them. His 
brows were knit with a frown ; but he 
was too much accustomed to a court not 
to know how to regulate his features ac- 
cording to existing circumstances. *'Wha 
would not be a priest," said he sarcasti- 
cally, " when hair-cloth and a cowl, in 
the eyes of beauty, possess charms be- 
yond gold and velvet, and a dreary, 
damp, and melannboly cell, present more 
allurements than spleneBd apartmente* 
and the comforts of wealth ?" i 

** Gold and velvet, splendSd apart* 
ments and wealth,^ will leave the he^art 
but cold, if they have no a^^ndag^s," 
answered Alice. 

I 2 "^ And 
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^ And those appendages the friar 
doubtless possesses V* replied De Laun* 
cy. 

'*'He does : he is pious, gentle, unin« 
truding, and humble.** 

** Allowing even his other virtues, I 
should be strongly tempted to dispute 
his humility,'* said De Launcy. ** He 
assumes indeed the sanctified tone of the 
priesthood, but When offended, his eyes 
sparkle with pride, and his words, were 
they not checked, would evidently ex- 
press the same." 

** Perhaps so,** answered Margaret; 
** but as dame Alice and I never have 
offended him, we never called forth his 
rebuke.** 

*♦ I unfortunately did,*' said De Laun^ 
ey, ** though unintentionally. Buttoba* 
nish a disagreeable subject, will you ho* 
nour me to-night with* your company at 
supper ?** 

** I thank you, but wish to retire,** an- 

rSwered Margaret So saying, with a 

^ slight 
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slight courtesy, she passed him and re- 
tired to her apartment 

On the following day Austin returned 
from Berwick. His fears on Leopold's 
acicount were decreased ; nor did Marga^ 
ret and Alice fail to share his satisfaC'- 
tion, for though the youth was unknown 
to them, gratitude interested them in 
his safety. 

Little alteration happened in the usual 
order of the castle for a fortnight. Mar- 
garet debarred h^self from seeing Aus- 
tin as frequently as usual, in order to 
escape the persecution of De Launcy, 
find the father daily expected the return 
of Leopold, when he was one evening 
greatly surprised by some informatian 
he received from David ; it was, that the 
lord De Launcy, accompanied only by a 
few followers, had that afternoon arrived 
Ht the castle — that they came from Lon- 
don, and were to be followed by the ba- 
roness in a few days* The cause of thiii 
sudd^ appearance was-— the messenger 

IS that 
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ihsA Richard He Launey had seat in 
pursuit of his father, with infi^mationof 
the Mcret he had discovered, finding the 
lord and ]ady De Laiincy in Londcni^ 
)uid no occasion to go further. 

Guilty minds are soon akrmed : lady 
lOe Launey vowed revenge against the 
innocent victim of her avarice, and her 
husband, who saw his favourite plan thu$ 
half frustrated by a shar^ in the baron 
Fitzwalter's property, resolved to use his 
utmost endeavours to prev^it it As 
the step that Richard De Launey had 
taken was unknown to all but himself 
and those immediately oonc^ftied, the 
unexpected return of his father caused 
much surprise. Austin reserved U> lose 
210 time after the lady's arrival jm ajssert- 
ing Margaret's right. Alice remember* 
ed, with a disgust whidi her {Hety so^H^* 
edi tl)e affronts fiHiuerfy offered to ha? 
young charge ; but for Margaret hersd^ 
now assured of her motib^-s honour, she 
^( jthe j^Qonessof im upright mind un« 

justly 



OU, THE nun's STOKY. 17S 

justly persecuted^ and coi^idered faer op- 
pressors at t>nce as objects <^ pity and 
contempt 

Lord De Launcy on his arrival bad a 
l<mg private interview with his ^on, in 
which the youth probably revealed lus 
passion for Mai^aret ; for his father was 
heard to speak loudly and angrily, aM 
to forbid him to think on some subject 
Ihat had apparently engaged his atten- 
tion. 

On the following morning, break&st 
was no sooner over than lord De Laupcy 
cent for Mai^garet and Alice, assuming 
on the occasion all the pride and conse- 
quence he was accustomed to use to his 
vassals^and court dependents. 

IVlJaigaret entered^ accompanied by the 
• 4ame. Her person and demeanour asto- 
nished hiin» aiul for a moment he almost 
held his son ^xcuseafole ; but resumii^ 
his consequence he said — *^ I unwilling- 
ly take upon me a task that» were lady 
De Laum^ here, I diould be spared^. To 

X4 the 
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the cKsgraoe of the memory of the late 
baron I^tswalter^ he bred you as his le- 
Ifitimate child ; the kindness of his wi- 
dow continued that weakness, and now, 
in requital fw those benefits, you endea* 
vour to plot with a crazy priest and an 
iid woman to sting with base calumnies 
the fiiends that have nurtured you. As 
I yrould, if possible, save you from dis- 
grace and dianie, I hare thought fit to 
condescend to expostulate with you, that 
should you continue in this wilfulness^ 
you may hereafter reflect that I have, by 
this notice, acquittedmyself of my duty 
toward you*" 

Maigaretfs tempar had never before 
heat so much moved^as by this speech i 
the crimson of anger ^owed on her face, 
and conquered her usual diffidence.^^ 
•• My lord,'* answered she,. « I thank 
you that you have^ as you say, saved the 
lady De Launqr the trouble of repn- 
manding m^as from you I bear reproof 
more easity» bdng inno degree of con- 
sanguinity 
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i^ngumity with my &ther. My father, 
my lord, suffered no disgrace by edu- 
cating his daughter within bis own walla; 
the disgrace would have been to banish 
an unoffending child ftotn them: and 
for the lady De Launcy, I thank her for 
every favour I have received through her 
means. For plotting with a priest, if 
you allude to father Austin, he will nef- 
ver stoop to iany dishonourable act ; his 
piety is too well established for the 
l»eath of calumny to wound him ; and 
for his senses, they are as perfect as mine 
or yours, my lord. He was the valued 
and beloved friend of my father : in my 
in^cy he taught me to regard him as 
himsdf ; and now that time has mdde 
him more known to me, my heart and 
eonsdence revere the distinction^ and 
lead me to hoijour and respect hhn 
above all men. For dame Alice, my se- 
cond parent, her deeds better bespeak her 
than my words ; and I should blush in 
ber presence to acknowledge the extent 

1 5 of 
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of her worth, though I shall neyer $himb; 
to confess my obligations to her.'* 

^ At least, young maid^ you are well 
tutored,"* answered JDe Launcy ; ** but 
^bq^rve*— I am master here, and strictly 
{brhid you to hold any communication 
whatever witb that hypocrite Austin. 
And fbr you, woman," continued be, ad< 
dressing AHce, ** regard my words, an4 
]et amn not be f<»rgotten : you are too 
^Igod to seek a fresh asylum, and my 
bouse shall shelter no one to plot against 
its honour.'* 

" Turn us forth together, my l^nrd," 
said Margaret ; ** I will never know a 
home that dame Alice does not share. 
Qreat God !" continued she, in an agcmy 
she could not suppress, ^*' have I lived 
to hear the woman whose maternal kind- 
ness nurtured my mother at her breast, 
—-the woman my honoured father re^ 
specited, as a parent, aud who has beea 
the stay and saf<^uard of t^y youths 
threatened with being driven out Srmx 

those 
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those walls where she deserves nothing 
but reverence ?** 

'^ Be calm, my dear child,'' smd the 
venerable Alice ; *^ the warmth of your 
temper carries you too fer. My lord 
X>e Launcy threatens only those who^ 
plot against his honour, which cannot be 
a weak woman like myself, who by age 
will soon be called to her great account, 
and therefore will neither lie for honour* 
sm {NTofit. As to parting us, that can^ 
siever take place; for though God hath: 
placed you high and me low, yet have^ 
you been to me as a daughter, and we ' 
will never separate. Your noble father^ 
who was pleased to respect me abov« my ^ 
merits, has provided against it, even in 
the contract of his second marriage, and 
no power can remove Qie from you.with* 
out my own consent, exeept by a viohu 
tion of all laws, both human and divine.*' ^ 

The apparent mildness of Margaret, 
ssoA the pious resignati^Mi of Alice, had 
led De Launcy to suppose they would 

1 6 tremble^ 
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tremble at his fix)wn, and give up any 
intention, so ill supported as theirs ne-* 
cessarily must be ; he was therefore asto* 
nished at the firmness of the one and the 
calmness of the other, and resolving to 
take more mature council with his own 
lieart, he bade them consider of what he 
had said, and dismissed them. 

In the mean time, David, who nevar 
failed to procure of bis old comrades in^ 
formation of what was passing at the 
castle, was apprised that a dissension had 
taken place betwen the lord De Launcj 
and the lady Margaret, and that, in eon- 
sequence, he iiad ordered his men not 
to suffer her to pass beyond the outer 
gate. Though they were unacquainted 
with the subject of the dispu^te, it was 
easily surmised by David, who hastened 
to Austin to communicate his intelli- 
gence. 

The friar heard him with attention. — 
" The crisis draws near,'* replied he, " and 
the spirit of Fitzwdhker, form the depth 

of 
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of the tomb, calls upon me to protect his 
child. No selfish motive shall prevent 
me— even at the foot of the throne will 
I cry for justice ; affd if Henry can re- 
fuse the daim of an oppressed orphan, 
ivoe be to England, that shudders under 
such a ruler !" 

" The king cannot refuse to hear a 
daughter of the lord Fitzwalter/' said 
David ; *' and though the baron De 
Launcy be a favourite, yet truth must 
stand above falsehood/' 

** I meant, in case her right was dis- 
puted, to have sent her to Germany till 
the event was known," returned Austin ; 
*' but the lord De Launcy appears pre* 
pared to 'ba£3e that project. My breast 
swells with apprehension for her safety ; 
yet I think they dare not attempt to do 
her personal injury." 

" Heaven forbid they should !" re^^ed 
David ; ** then, indeed, would the mea- 
mure of their iniquities be full." 
. *• I will, in despite of all, go to the cas- 
tle 
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tie to-ttaorrow," said Austin : '' but Mar*- 
garet's claim I think best discussed in 
lady De Launcy's presence. Lec^ld, 
whom I now expect daily, shall hasten 
to Germany for the confi^oti» and the 
event vre must leave to the justice of oum* 



cause.^' 
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CHAPTER X. 



On die foUovdng morning, Austin, as he 
had purposed, went to tlie castle. One 
of the lord De Launcy's men attended 
at the gate, and refused him admittance 
to Mai^garet. In vain were his expostu- 
lations — ^the domestic told him he only 
obeyed his lord's commands^ and his dis- 
missal would ensue should he disregard 
them. Austin then requested to see the 
lord X>e Launey ; but this was likewise 
refused, and with heaviness of heart he 
at length returned to his cell. 
. Two days after, attended by a splen-* 
did train, arrived the lady De Launey. 
Her lord had been hastily recalled from 
the continent, and Isabel, being at some 

distance 
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distance from thenii had been left be- 
hind. 

Allowing her one day for repose, 
Austin repaired to the castle^ and de- 
manded to be admitted to a private au- 
dience, and after some difficulty obtained 
his request. The lady received him 
with affected composure, while her lord^ 
assuming a forced dignity, said — ^* I have 
condescended to see you, friar, in order 
to end those base machinations that lam 
well aware have been forming ever since 
the baron Fitz waiter's death, . For what 
purpose you can wish to pass Margaret 
on the world for aught than she truly is, 
I know not : if she had claims, why did 
not her father avow them ?** 

^ Guided by the strictest honour, it 
was his firm intent to do so,** returned 
Austin, " had not death snatched him 
untimely away. The day preceding his 
decease, in |iis cabinet was his will — ^not 
indeed entirely finished, but in it was ex- 
pressed his intention concerning Marga- 
ret, 



._j 



dlt, THE KUN'S STORY. 185 

ret, her guardians nominated, and also 
those of the lady Isabel. The lady Blanch 
Fitzwalter's confession was annexed to 
the will, with the baron's own seal——* 

'* It is too niuch before me to give 
that name to Blanch Stanley,'' interrupt- 
ed the lady De Launcy : *' but, friar, are 
you aware, that if even that were true, I 
have a mortgage in full over half the 
estate?" 

" You have," answered Austin ; •* and 
I am also aware, that at the time of Fitz- 
walter's death, in his cabinet there was 
to the amount of six thousand marks, 
and also various ridi jewels, which by his 
will he ordered for sale to pay the mort- 
gage you possess* Two-thirds of his 
estate were then left to Margaret, and the 
remainder to Isabel, as he had no doubt 
you would make her portion equal to her 
sister's. This, lady, I will swear in the 
£k» of Heaven and by my hopes of sal- 
vation. Pardon me— you also know my 
assertion true : fortiie lov^, thai, of y bur 

owu 
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t>wn soul, act uprightly ! Blessed with 
health and surrounded with splendour, 
your feelings now may be dormant ; but 
when awakened with pain, and the grave 
ia yawning to receive you, the palliative 
gloss with whidi you now consider your 
deeds will disappear. I ask nothing 
without the dearest proof, though you 
have proof suffident ; you blush, lady : 
I joy to see it Your consdence, I traat, 
Is not dead to the voice of truth." 
. ** Hypocritical villain !" exdaimed De 
Launcy : ^ know you in whose pres^ioe 
you stand, and to whom you speak ?" 

'' I do,** replied Austin, fer a moment 
anger overcoming his usual forbearance ; 
" I speak to the lord De Launcy, so made 
by the favour of Henry the Seventh, and 
his wife, the daughter of Edward Mounfc* 
ford." 

** Insolent ! — and who art thou ?" sidd 
the lady De Launcy : ^ reply to that if 
thou darest !" 

** A poor priest," answered Austin. 

" When 
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." Wheal it truly Goncems you ta know 
more, you shall be informed. In the 
mean time, rest assured that Margaret 
shall have justice ; for I will prodaim 
her wrongs aloud, and carry them ev^i 
to the fi>ot <tf the throne." 

" Thou !*• rejdied De Launcy, con- 
temptuously — ** thou to the presence of 
king H^ajy ! Poor priest ! thy head is 
indeed wrong ; such as thee are not ad^ 
mitted even into his meanest hall." 

** I grieve to hear it,** replied Austin, 
patiently : " if every heart around the 
king was as true to his interest as mine, 
then would be be the most happy of all" 
monarchs." 

" BegcNae!" answered De Launcy ; ** we 
have idrrady wasted too mudi time on 
such a thing as thee. Observe me well; 
e(«ne here no more : and i^uld Marga- 
ret continue in her fi^ly, with disgrace 
will I turn ber from these gates ; there* 
fosre seek not her i*uin." 

" Send her ferth, my Iwd/* returned 

Austin. 
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Austin, ^ Great as you deem your 
rank, she has an earthly friend still 
greater than you; and one in heaven, 
who knowing the justice of her cause. 
Mill never forsake her." 

^ Once more I bid thee b^one, lest I 
call my ladceys to drive thee from my 
presence/' said lord De Launcy. 

'* One word, and I leave you. Mar« 
garet was in health and safety when you 
returned, and such will I claim her from 
your hands." So saying, he left the 
apartment. 

On his return he found David await* 
ing him. The spirits of both were op- 
pressed, and in mournful contemplation 
they passed the time in the diapel till 
towards evening, when the sound of steps 
in the cloisters attracted their attention. 

'* Some one approaches," »ftid Austin ; 
but before he could proceed, a voice re- 
echoed through the arches—*'^ What ho ! 
father Austin ! If you are here, speak ! 
It is your friend Leopold." 

^' Blessed 
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*^ Blessed be that v<Mce T replied Aus^ 
tin, starting forward to meet bim, " WeU 
come are you as plenty after &mine ; my 
heart has languished to see you." 
' " Father," answered the youth, •* my 
»tay, I hope, will prove a token of future 
duty* Indeed I have long been able to 
return, but the friars would not sufibr 
me, and enforced my obedience by re* 
peating your comimands." 

They did well, for in truth you are 
pale and thin ; but I trust youth and a 
natural good constitution will soon re- 
establish your health." 

** I am well, father, quite well. — ^My 
respected friend, David, J rejoice to see 
you in health. But say, how do all at 
the castle ?* 

" Indeed I scarcely know. The lord 
DeLauncy and his wife are returned. 
Margaret is a prisoner, or little better ; 
for I am not permitted to see her. I 
this day asserted her claim before her 
jnother-in-law ; it was not allowed ; and 

nothing 
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nothing now remains but to make tlie 
demand publicly : in the mean time, I 
tremble for her safety. Would to Hea^ 
ven I had sent her to Bremen, on the 
lady Adelaide's invitation !" 

•• She would indeed have been safe/* 
returned Leopold : '' but is there no way 
of rescuing her from the grasp of her op-* 
{^essprs? Observe, father, I am quite 
recovered, and have a heart as willing as 
my body is strong to attempt whatever 
you command.'* 

" There is nothang to attempt, my ge^ 
nerous youth,*' returned Austin ; " it 
would be courting unavailing danger. I 
can easily judge your courage; but what 
can one man against many ? No, Leo-^ 
pold — ^we have nothing but patience^iid 
a reliance on Providence. You shall go to 
Germany and procure the paper ftom the 
abbess, and we must then bring the busi- 
ness to an issue as speedily as possible." 

** With the lady Margaret in danger 
during the interval, father ?"* 

'* I would 
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" I would it were otherwise ! — hut it is 
imavoidable.'* 

" I am unknown, father, by all : can 
no means then be devised to employ me 
in her service ?** 

** None. On her I think they dare 
not exerciee their cruelty, as I have as- 
sured them they will be called to ac- 
count ; but for a stranger discovered act- 
ing bgainst them, no mercy would be 
shewn,'* 

" You are too cautious, father. Life 
is only estimable as it is useful. Of what 
value iis a jewel locked up in a casket^ or 
a light, burning in a dead m^i's tc»nb ? 
In a virtuous cause methinks I could 
brave all d&nger^; for what armour so 
strong as an applauding conscience, and 
the certainty of truth on our side ?*' 

** Leopold," returned Austin, "though 
I love your enthusiasm and esteem 
your character^ yet you must remember^ 
that in this world the sun shines not aU 
ways on the good, nor doth the thunder 

always 
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always strike the wicked. Sin frequent* 
ly triumphs and virtue sinks in sorrow^ 
Why this is so, it is not for us to say : 
but happy do I deem that man whose siii^ 
by suffering is in some measure expiated 
here ; for the prospering of the wicked I 
regard only aa accumulated fire heaped 
upon their head.'* 

" True,'* returned Leopold; " but 
what battle was ever won without an ef- 
fort ? — ^what great act achieved without 
resolution ? It is not for one like the 
youth before you to think of fear. Should 
I fall, father, who would weep foi: me ? — 
no parent's tears would bedew my grave ; 
but, should I rescue an innocent maid, 
her prayers would rise to Heaven and 
sooth my departed spirit." 

^* My dear youth," replied the friar, 
"may the blessed Virgin shield theei 
Dead as I ought to be to earthly con* 
cems, in spite of my utmost endeavour* 
Margaret and thee force me to feel I am 
.^till a slave to the world. Thou sayest 

no 
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no tears would bedew thy grave : look 
at David — ^his eyes, at the bare supposi- 
tion, give thee the lie ; and believe me, 
lieopold, young as hath been our ao 
quaintancey thy loss would fall heavy on 
my heart." 

*^ My friends,*' exclaimed the youth, 
snatching a hand of each, ^^ I have shud« 
dered under paternal unkindness, but my 
spirit never failed— I have suffered fa- 
tigue, hunger, and thirst, but still my 
spirit supported me. Hardships and 
jrough usage strengthened my mind, and 
made me regardless of danger ; but kind- 
ness and affection cling round my heart, 
and awaken feelings that tell me what I 
might have been had I possessed a pa- 
rent's affection." 

" Thou dost possess it;" replied Aus- 
tin, pressing the youth to his bosom, 
" and let that consideration withhold thy 
daring temper from rushing into danger." 

Leopold sunk on his knee — " Friend 
of my Infancy ! sainted spirit of the holy 

TOL. II. K fri%r 
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. fifiv: Jqhn J IftOk Qft thy r*EresentetiT«! 
And thqu,. yet. higher, ipp^jer, thpt rdign, 
est abqve, i^iye.ipy t;hapks ! fprthougi^ 
thou didst. refusQ ip? tlie. . n»tur|i\, ajpfeo 
tion of a parepfc tli|pw,ha^|;. b^tpw^jd oo, 
me the esteem of those who» if they, 
ii?»nt the ties of. Wood, possess, tl^e, yet 
stronger, hpnds of huqapnity, low^ a^d 
frieridship, Ob,, feth^jir continped he,, 
" I have epvied ey^. .hirsts, wh^w, I s».w 
them. care§9 ,th^.. yftuijg : i© the, wiqked< 
ness of my hejirt I hqye said, ' WJiy. are 
even those happier tha©. I?' Jfow dp I 
ejcpeiienqe. the extent of my folly, apd, 
pj?iy ing pardon of Heaven,, willingly pay. 
tp you. the debt.of aflrecti<?ns, thj^t other- 
wise wpujd .lie d9r^nftpt;in my hjja^rU" 

♦* My dear young maa,^ saiiid I)ayi4,; 
" b^orey,pur arriysUJ.tboHghttbe.chil- 
dren of ipy noble m^tey, thepiou^daqae 
. AUce^ the hpnpvired father. Austin, witii. 
my old Bridget, the copipaijipn of aljmy 
joys and. sorfovKS, , wieye, the.only ol^^ts 
that int^st^dLme^ but.my,h;e?ui,I,f^, 

liad 
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had still room for oftfe inore aflfectipn; 
and that place you have fully supplied,** 

" May I never lose my groand then !" 
replied Leopold ; *^ if I d<^, it will be the 
severest sorrot^r I haVe yet felt** 

After some-fertbei^ discourse, of which 
tlie orphan Margatet was the chief topics 
they returried to the cfell, and^ taking a 
frugal meA retired to their rushy couches; 

tlieenin^iAg day Leopolds head wzi 
fruitful in- forining projects to rescue 
Margaret from- her oppressors ; but not 
one met the apptobatioh of Austin, who 
in truth feared that he might only in^^ 
volve himiself in danger, without benefit- 
ting: the oi^han.- David, as usual^ col-" 
lected what int-erfigence he could, but it 
only ineresised their uneasiness •, for Ste- 
phen had informed him^ that the lady 
Mafrgaret had been removed firdm her 
usual apartment into one at a more lone- 
ly part of the castle, and which was seP 
dom inhabited ; that it was conjectured 
the l6rd De Launc^ had behaved to her 

K 2 with 
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with great harshness, for dame Alice afK 
peared oppressed with sorrow, aifd her 
eyes swollen with .tears. 
. As David made the recital, the usual 
quiet and patient spmt of Austin ap« 
peared to forsake him. His eyes spark- 
led with an animation that diffused life 
over his care-worn features; his hrows 
were knit, and striking his forehead, he 
exclaimed — ^** Villain ! for the first time 
I feel the weight of iny habit, and the 
holy vows which bind me. Oh, sin! sin ! 
what chains are so heavy as thine ! Oh, 
would it were possible -that but for once 
face to face and hand to hand we might 
meet! then should thou learn, thou poor 
oppressor of women, what it was tOK»n- 
tend with men. But, wretch that I am, 
I am tied down by guilt, and must not 
only bear sorrow myself, but sustain the 
anguish of seeing those dear to me by 
every human tie, suffer oppression.'' 

Leopold gazed on the friar — " Fathw," 

«aid he, *' if thus you speak, wheiit age 

^ begins 
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()e^s to shade your brow, at least allow 
something for the feeluigs of youth. 
Why will you not delegate me ? You 
think me weak ^id irresolute, or you 
would not call me your son, and yet re- 
vise to let me act a son's part." 

Austin, recalled to recollection by 
Leopold's reply, assumed a composure he 
•did not in reality experience, and, uncer- 
tain how to act, the evening came on 
without his having formed any decided 
plan. He had no proof against De 
Hiauncy respecting Margaret ; and as for 
her claim, that discussion, whenever it 
was brought fbrward, must necessarily 
take a length of time. 

Leopold also appeared buried in con- 
templation. At length he said — " Were 
it even possible the lady Margaret could 
escape from the castle, I see no means 
how she could reach Germany, nor in- 
deed how she could be secreted until the 
£rst search was over; for undoubtedly^ 

K 3 in 
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in case of her ^vasioD, jaaessengiers wov^ 
)je sept every way in {Hiri&uit of her." 

^^ By the Jdndness of the Fi^ckcws 
^ Benviok/' answered Austin, '' I hav? ' 
jQo doubt of bei^ able to raise a suffi- 
cient sum to <;c^vey ber, with AUc4 
•under your escort, to Brmi^n. That the 
mo^ 4^g€nt search would be made Ti 
have no doub^ ; b^t har repioval from 
h^nce 4Bhould Dot be attempted tijl th? 
£nstp.uTsuM;.was oter/' 

*' But how W4dul4 it be iv>s8Sde tpoon- 
p$al her in ^$ vicinity, &ther ?'' siaid 
LeppoLd. 

'^ In the ma^y ya^s I liave bpen m 
exile here,** returned he,, " i have at dif- 
ferent tim^ not only (Sjicplc^red ev«ry re- 
cess th§t branches from this eavem, but 
^so, .op the reverse <>f the mpiintairi3, thi? 
l)ollows ^hat tfiore iiiunectia^}y open to 
the sofi. They are beypqd imagination 
intricate, and one par|;icuh)r}y 90 under 
thijj §&pf^jofikf t)ut high^ tpwP^ the 

summit. 
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summit. There would I conceal her 
and Alice till the search was past, and 
defy any one less acquainted with the 
spot than myself, ever to discover them * 

^ That circmnsifeancejs fortoinate," said 
Leopold, " should they find opportunity 
to escape." 

" Alas ! that is impossible," returned 
Atfiliii--" tfiey cin toev6r pass the tastte 
gates, Whicfe teu^ coilstatt'tly attend^ bjf' 
the lord i3e L^iiticy's tafen/* 

ijittte VAolre dik56urse passed, and 15A- 
vid biddhig %hfete fairei/irdl, they tetii-ed 
to i^^ 
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CHAPTER XI 



Dayid, the ensuing morning, found it 
impossible to obtain any news of Mar- 
garet, and the day passed heavily. The 
friar resumed the discourse of sending 
Leopold to Bremen^ but said he would 
at least wait some days to endeavour to 
pbtain a truer knowledge of Margaret'^ 
situation. They spent the greater part 
of the time in the chapeL 

In the afternoon, Leopold said— 
" With your permission, father, I witt 
walk ; I shall feel no reluctance, as I leave 
you accompanied.** 

Austin replied — ** My dear son, the 
vexations I encounter make me too re- 
gardless of your health, I am loth to 

walk 
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walk far myself, lest I lose any opportu* 
nity of hearing from Margaret, who, if 
possible, I am convinced, would send to 
me ; but go you — the sea-breezes on the 
coast win renovate your strength*" 

Leopold made no re[dy, but shaking 
David by the hand, and pressing that of 
the friar to his lips, he left them. 

'< Methinks,'' said David, ^' that good 
youth is not in his usual spirits." 

"• I fear you judge truly," answered 
Austin. '^ I hope no return of his sick* 
ness will assdOl him; the dull life he leads 
here may affect him." 

After some few more observations 
they joined in prayers, and remained in 
the chapel till the evening was far ad- 
vanced, when wishifig each other a quiet 
repose, they separated. 

As Austin had no doubt of finding 
XjeoiKiId Ktumed, he called aloud at the 
entrance of the cell; receiving no answer^ 
be experienced some akurm ; but as sudU 
4enly banishii^ it, he sat himsdf down 
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in quifet cxpflBtatictt^ and ^raitiid' bis 

Austin had not hem kmg retimsd 
htfore the sky suddei^ became oirer* 
cast, the ^tam disappeared^ and the wind 
bc^a to whistle tiiroug^ ike hollows of 
the racks ; the lightnings which at fixst 
only appeared to play in the firmamenl^ 
became vivid^ and ia fisdoed points 
striking oa the tops ai the lofty mounr 
tainS) descended to t|ie earth, while the 
to««do»s ™»Wi« if th. th„nd« ». 
eohoed:fix>m rock to. wek» and redoaUed 
the horrors of the stevm. At the puK 
traeted stay of Leopold, the frnr, Mgard- 
less of himself, hastened from bis cdl; 
making the woods and nei^bouring 
bills resound with his. name. His caret 
were unavailing-^-JLeopold^anpiierediiot; 
and, weary and drenched, with nuB, he 
xetumed overwbelmed with apprdben<» 
sion. He feared the y^oslb'^jenraaadfimsi 
C^nnany had been discomred, and* that 
be bad. been, wasjtaddiaiid' slaiBAi or i4idi^* 
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fng mo^ miltBy, ^Jiat dVertakfeti in the 
fiiotihtaitnr by the teirtpiest, he had been 
ittriek by lighthin^. Enable to bear 
*itJi* rteflectioil, he l^olv^d to watch 
dilWhg the datkttteSS of the night, and at 
fceak of day tor g^o' ift seaf-ch of the objetJt 
ofhhaknh. 

Reaching his hmp, he struck a light; 
and placing it oil th6 projection of the 
f ock that usually served theih for a ta- 
ble, he wais astoiy^hed to see LeopolcFd 
doak laid thereon. Scarcely Sensible of 
what he did, he snatched it up, but in s6 
doing let fall something which he in- 
staiitly discovered to be the youth's tab- 
lets. So great was his alarm, that fbt^ 
some minutes he was unable to examiti^ 
feem, which when he did, he found 
these words: — 



Y Leopold Sterni^im to his most k^igurjed 
/ Friend ai^ Father 9 Austiiiigr^irig I 

- ^ A truant and a wanderer frc>m hay 

K 6 infancy. 
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wfiuicy, methinks the fiite still bangs 
over me : yet have my wanderings here-r 
tofore been productive of the most happy 
consequences. The first, you may re« 
<!olkct, was the means of my acquiring a 
fiiend. and through him an education 
which otherwise I never could have ob^ 
tained. My next flight brought me ac^ 
quainted with my beloved Ferdinand De 
Hoffman ; and, us if increasing good was 
to be the result of my wanderings, the 
last gave me a director, a friend, and afa^ 
ther, in yoursel£ 

" If I have, in this case, behaved un* 
becoming that obedience and reverence 
due to you, I conjure you to pardon me! 
I am led to act as I have done by a de- 
sire so irresistible^ that I should in vaia 
endeavour to combat it. My life, since 
I became acquainted with you, has gain- 
ed estimation in my own eyes; be as- 
i^uTed, therefore, I am not going inta 
dsikg&: ; and rememberedin your prayers^ 

I have 
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t have no doubt of speedily presenting 

** Your ever dutiful (though iii 
this case renegade) son^ 

" Leopold Sternheim.^ 



. Twice with astonishment did Austin 
peruse the writing, — " Inexplicable 
youth !" exclaimed he, " where and on 
what errand canst thbu now be gone ? 
On such a night too, and without thy 
doak ! Thank Heaven, however," con- 
tinued he^ " that some of my fears are 
removed ] Mayest thou, guided by the 
saints, return in peace and safety !" 

Though some uneasiness still hung on 
Austin, his fears for the life of the youth 
subsided, and after reccnnmending hinv 
self and friends to Heaven^ he retired to 
rest. 

David's astonishment when he learn- 
ed the departure of Jjeopold surpassed 
^ bounds^ and various were the conjec- 
tures 



tiires ftraaed by Austin stnd bitnfielf of 
his intentions. The friar had no doubt 
but Margaret was eoneemed; but both 
David and himseTf knew that all at- 
iempto to see her would be unavailing, 
as the castle was surrounded by a deep 
moat, and afterwards by a wall impossi- 
ble to be scaled from its height. The 
gates were eonstantly guarded, so that no 
stranger could enter unseen, and a bridge 
regularly dhiWn up at night David 

4 

^rmised that the youth, wdl knowing 
the father's desii^ to obtdin the confess 
sion, had resolved to depart for Germtoy 
immediately, and surprise him by his 
speedy return. Vain, however, were all 
their conjectures, and in daily expecta- 
tion they waited a fortnight, when thiey^ 
gave way to the most anxious feare on 
his account Durirlg the time too, they 
had not been able to collect any particu- 
lars respecting Margaret. The castle was 
full of company, and reveHlngs* and eh- 
tertainineflts took place daily. 

They 
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They were now entirely convinced 
that Leopold, if he had attempted to 
enter the castle, must have failed in the 
enterprise ; hat as no report had spread 
of any suckoircumstance, they could not 
suppose it liad taken place, for some of 
the domestics must have known it, in 
which case it would have transpired. 
Danridfs opinion respecting Leopold^is 
Jonriiey to Btrenoien was then espoused 
fay- the hiax, and iii impatienee diey al* 
meet ecmnted the homs, wishing, and 
wailiiig has letum. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 



The uneasiness of Margaret's friends 
respecting her situation had not been 
groundless. David had truly leamt that 
she had been removed from her own 
apartments to a part of the castle seldom 
inhabited— an ^rangemoit which took 
place the day after Austin's interview 
with the lord and lady De Launcy. 
The latter, with all the illiberality of low 
. birth and natural meanness, had up- 
braided both Margaret and the dame, 
and as she could not otherwise gratify 
her malevolent spirit, ordered them to 
the before-named apartment 

** Those rooms I think well appropri- 
ated for your use," said she ; ^ they have 

not 
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not been used before these fifteen years» 
laid then by your friend Austin. Th^ 
liaron chose them as best suited to bring 
him to reason : they will, I trust, have 
the same effect on y6u." 

** If they were deiemed by my father 
proper for his dearest friend^ they must 
undoubtedly be so for me," answered 
Margaret. " They are indeed gloomy, 
but not so dark but the piexdng eye of 
Heaven can discern me." 

" When I find you ready to aciknow- 
ledge publicly your errco's towards your 
best friends, I may perhaps change them^ 
but till then I shall maintain my resdu* 
tion.** 

" Were they changed for a durtgeon^ 
I will never calumniate my father^ fao« 
nour iK>r my mother^s chastity," answer^ 
ed Margaret 

" A dungeon may then be your por- 
tion," returned lady De Liauncy. 

^ It may ; but even then my dpjweis- 
isors will suffer more than L From the 

dungeon's 



tm mt.mtm6MatA^AtB; 



to lieaven, anA find ifdnbd t)^t<e IhM 
Judge wAw teems both ^f>6iit faidtut eiM 



M 



<' Cease this iMcdehcte, led ybtx fcftce 
t6 Isry tliis ifig^i^«tottii^Ki^ cowage ; 
fer I wift KMft be itiimlted %i mjr «W« 
iKyoR if a dauijghter ^ BtMiidk Steins 

"^ I aminapable c(fitisii!tif«i^«iiy iite,^ 
answered Margbi^ ^ A Aatii^M)^ dp 
the lady Rtswidtc^ "vrUl never Mo^p so 
low as to contend, xinless Iti ^r t>wii €f 
bar p^rettt^B viDrdteatioti." 

"^ Fie on thee^ bairtatd," ^dbimied 
she, •• to glory in thy shame !" 
. ** Shame on tlios^ whd.atftritote it to 
Bif parents r replied Margaret; tdtk 
hnl. '' The lord Fitiiwalter, in W«d^ 
ding my mother, received a6 Mttch h^ 
novar as he bestowed; It is tf i^ *iihe 
brought him nb gold; but 4ifae thought 
faim vurtne, beauty, mid a nam« unfor* 
nidicd» that had d^seended to b^ &1IBI 

parents 






J 



j^^iKkts ^ose hoboiur had never bwfi 
fiuUied by feprotichr 

This reply of Maarg/BOteV^ WM at onoe 
fkppropriiAed hy lady De Launey, ifrfao, 
MSHBLBfier^BA bi^ood ike mfe of reason^ 
jmd--'*' Yon ahaH ^bswcst this ktsofenee. 
Jieave the imnn, Alice \ Yoo -diall hare 
X90 eompacuon to sanetion ymxr dar- 

iUioe, Instead of obeying, drew closer 
t# Mai^giret, and daissped her garment 

*• Did you not heartne, woman P said 
lady De Launey : ^' if you xef use dbedi- 
f8ipe;» I wiUtujcn you wiith diiai^race finm 
^hecartle.- 

**W]th disgrace you csomot) l^dy," 
^mftwned Alice^ ^ &r in all jest com- 
mands I will obey yoa ; but foidng me 
fiom Margaret is not a just command. 
Is that case, with my withered hands 
raited to Heaveii, I wotdd wander from 
town to town^ and from house to house, 
?dlatmg the oppression I had suffered, 
and crying for revenge both from Ood 

imd 
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and man. You are rich and I am poor ; 
but in this land justice is to be obtained 
for the beggar as well as for the king : 
and how will it sound, that the wife of 
lord De Launcy and the widow of the no- 
Ue baron Fita waiter turned from her cas- 
tle an old and grey-haired servant, because 
conscience and rectitude attached her to 
her deceased master's child ? Think then 
again before you repeat your commands : 
these orders, which would distress me, 
would disgrace yourself/' 

The usual mildness of Alice made 
fuch a reply unexpected, and lady De 
liauncy, concealing her ctispleasure un- 
^er the mask of dissimulation, replied— 
^ I have no intention of ever discarding 
you, unless forced to take that step. 
Nay« Margaret, if she would not irritate 
me by falsehood and asseverations that 
inevitably must &U to the ground, I 
would take care to provide for ; but to 
be braved with insoknoe surpasses my 
patience.'* 

Neither 
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Neither Margaret nor Alice made any 
reply. 

** I will order you what is necessary,** 
added she ; " but you will meet my se- 
verest displeasure, should you attempt to 
leave these apartments without my con- 
currence.'* 

Lady De Launcy had no sooner left 
them, than Margaret, throwing her arms 
around the veneraUe Alice, wept bitter- 
ly; The dame for some time joined her 
tears with those of the orphan ; but at 
length resuming her composure, she said 
— ^** Cheer up, my beloved child, or rather 
weep for your enemies than for yourself. 
Heaven be merciful to their sinfUl souls ! 
I shudder to consider the weight of guilt 
that, hangs over them. These apart- 
ments are indeed gloomy, but they 
were the place where our good friend 
Austin first regained any degree of com* 
posure. On that coudi I have seen him 
sit for hours, his eyes fixed on some in- 
animate object ; in that great chair your 

father 



father useditabenated by hijOy endea- 
vouring to calm his mind, while his own 
noble heart: was torn with a thousand 
amtending^ passions. Itemember, Mar^ 
gaiety yoiL are tbe, baion Fitzwalter*6 
daughter, and let that reniBmbtanee en- 
able you to bear with fortitude the tii^ 
ffing: wile tbat sueh a mind as ttiat of the 
lady; De Launey can inflict/' 

By such d»Qourse Alice by di^grised 
ycon Masigavet from, the acuteness of her 
sorrow, to ppvp attenticm* on tlie sur« 
rounding objeets.*—'^' To besuMf;" conti* 
nued the dame, " your other apartmefrts 
wese.more agreeably situated, being in 
the heartof the castle; but there we«hould 
hourly have met some of lord De Lami^ 
ey's family, who might have insultedus ; 
while, on the contrary, here we are re- 
tired, and need expeet but few vidtors^'' 

** True, my dear dame, I thank you- 
for that observation; it ha»at oncereoon- 
oiled me to the change ; and could we 
but make iather Austin acquainted with 

our 



(^t {HtiMlioiii ]»3^ mind HGOuld be* com* 
-pan^yoly easy.'' 

'* His ipd^atig^ble fidencbhsp^. I ha^e 
IIGidpubt, wiU dkcoYfirity. and take evev]fi 
pofsNl^iti Iu9. power to countf ract yoM 

'Pon Boxno. day^ Margaret, and Alifi^ 
8%w.AQ on^ but tbe lord De Launey's fa^ 
youH^ l^^k^y^ who r^gukiily. brought 
t^ir^ fi^^ TAe* BoaoBd of ^ saaviment 
ttiatieffho^.tJiroughithe cast3le> let them 
know it was full of company, but theii^ 
cbaQiber was top; distaal foe thesqti to be 

^JtW^e^Jbjjr it.' 

: Itapp^atSib;^ theifiuteaiuentxzoiidord) 
(^th)9 lpi)}:9i|^ lady De LauHcy , tfaattheyi 
begf^r tQ dc^bt. being: ablen to intiiiiidate 
^Ma3)garet intoe a relinquishment of her 
Md^ ^ fof > about , a . fortnight after < her 
Gonfifi^Q^nit^ one day, as with Alioe slie 
WA«: ior ^mest. eonyersation, lord De 
l<£WOoy; effte^: the diamben. .He wasi 
If^.HaMgbtSf'tbtui'USual, andtakingKaea^^ 

he 
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he informed her. Hint more mfaidftil of hw 
happiness than she could expect, heeame 
to propose establishing her honounbly 
in marriage ; that the party he alluded 
to was a young man of great promise^ 
and who had acted as his secretary in all 
his embassies ; that lady De Liauncy 
proposed giving her a portion, and, pro- 
vided she relinquished her chimerical 
ideas, he would take on himself the for* 
time of the ^ison he wished her to 
espouse. 

Margaret made no reply till he con- 
duded, then answered — ** I thank you, 
my lord. I feel no inclination to marry ; 
but were it otherwise, I should shun a 
match of convenience. As to a portion, 
if I cannot daim one from the fitther 
from whom I sprung, I undoubtedly - 
have no right to expect any from stran* 
gers. In that case I will labour to sup^ 
port life : in honest industry there is no 
shame, but there is mudi in wed^ng 

' for 
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for ocmvenience, and in a rank which, 
£ould my father look down from heaven^ 
he would not approve.'* 

^ Obstinate girl ! my kindness meets 
only insult; confinement has not yet 
subdued your spirit — ^but beware how 
you urge me too far !" 

** I but answered to your questions, 
my lord," said she. 

♦ *• Perhaps you flatter yourself that my 
son, Richard De Launcy, ensnared by 
your beauty, may propose to espouse 
you?" 

^ Stop ! my lord," interrupted Marga^ 
ret: ^' if you do not already know it; 
learn it now. Your son has received my 
decided opinion, and from which nothing 
shdl swerve me. Nay more, to ease 
your mind at once^ was death on one 
side and Richard De Launcy on the 
other, so may my prayers find fiivour in 
the sight of Heaven if I would not pre- 
fer the former to the latter !" 

^' He at least is much bounden toyoii,* 
VOL. II. Ia replied 
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replied k6> saroeystk^ally ; '^M^ paEXsioii 
must indeed be strong, if such a cofi^ 
temptuous opinion does not change it.'' 

'* Far be eontempt from me ! I simply- 
mean to convince you tbat y^ur feate oti 
that account are ilKfounded* It is mofe 
than probable I may never marry ; but 
should I, it must be the nmi whom my 
heart distinguishes from all others-^it 
must be a man whom, could my parents 
look down, they should say, ' Thou hast 
ehosen wisely, Margaret, as &r as human 
knowledge can foresee.", 

** And on whose judgment in that 0ase 
would you rely ?" sasd De Launcy. 

•* Not on my own, my lord; I would 
consult my elAers, my * ftiends— those 
whom I am convinced would judge Bet* 
ter than mysdf*^' 

** Those Mends, I fear, have already 
misguided you. Think again on my 
offer before you rejeot it finally : fortune, 
once lost, is not eftiily to be iiegamed«" 

Margaret would have replied, but 

leavingr 
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leaving the apartment hastily, he gave 
her no opportunity. 

** This secretary," said Alice, " is 
doubtless one of his creatures, whom he 
can use at his pleasure. I vow," added 
she, ^^ that on hefuring the bare proposal, 
the angry blood rushed in my cheeks. 
All men are indeed alike dust, but there^ 
are d&stinciions in society that it befits us 
to keep, sanA what mig^t do well for the 
daughter of a start-up baroi^ of y^terday 
would disgrace a house so anckiit and 
noble as that of Fitzwalter." 



Two pages of the manuscript were here 
so much erased that they cotdd not be 
deciphered; but it appears they do not 
break materially on the thread of the 
^narrative. 



L 2 CftAP- 



''-;^ 
^ 



JL 



'SaO ST. MABOAAET'S CAYB ; 



4 



CHAPTER 3ail. 



The night was dark, save when Bashes 
of lightning illumined the sky ; the rain 
fell in ^rrents, and the hail beat with 
fearful violence on the head of the de« 
fenceless traveller. Within the cottages 
of the domain all was hushed as death ; 
no light peeped from the casements — ^no 
sound of mirth enlivened them. Du- 
ring the life of both the late boron Fitz- 
waiter and his father, their presence,- 
Tike the return of spring, spread univer- 
sal gladness ; but for the lord and lady 
De Launcy, no joy greeted them — ^no 
tongue hailed or blessed them; cold 
and cheerless, the cottagers had retired 
to rest — ^for their lord^s return spread no 

plenty^ 
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plenty, save alone to those who needed 
it not, and there it glutted to abund- 
ance, for the rich fatted in the hall, while 
the poor starved at the gate. 

On this tremendous night, the whole 
castle was lighted ; the visitors were many 
and of high degree^ and all that- art 
could devise was called forth to entertain 
them. 

In the outer hall waited the old ser- 
vants of the house, and th^ lord De 
Launcy's domestics, regaling themselves 
on the refuse of the dainties, and en- 
deavouring to beguile the horrors of the 
storm in the comforts that surrounded 
them. 

" Holy Mary ! 'tis a fearful night," said 
Stephen ; " I trust the evil spirits of the 
mountains have not gotten loose. Fa^ 
ther Austin has kept them in pure sub- 
jection these many years. He is heavily 
displeased about the lady Margaret : ip 
truth, she is a sweet flower. If the 
&ther has the secret of keeping the spi- 

l3 rits 
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tOm stilly why may he wAhwe the aecKl 
of letting th^m looa^ ? Some ye3rs ago 
not a niMi ta the village /would iMva 
gone at ni^t past tbe did chapd far a 
|)ai%m'« ranflam, and now none Bcruple, 
/BO they hwe^ companion, and many 
will even venture ^loEie.'' 

^ But bow riioukl you euppofie thssol^ 
friar gained such power over the spirits?*' 
aaid Jaqnes^ De Launcy'A fitvoorite lac- 
key. 

^ Why, many^ by pn^er and ftating," 

'* If that's tibe way of gainiag the 
mastery over them,"' aamvoed Jaquea^ 
^ I afaail never attain it. But p»y> 
Stephen, did you ever see any of these 
ghosts P'^ 

^* Kc^ hot I have faeasd such horriUe 
noises of a windy ni^t, as I passed the 
xnountainsy nttsndixig the late fasron, as 
vrouid luive made your heart quake. H^ 
was 0ourageous encHigh to pass on widi^ 
put heeding them« and meed to sopff at 
Qiwk&r^i but no one sfaikll persuade me 

but 
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\mt that evil spirits axe iet loose in such 
tempests.'^ 

** In feith," returned Jaqiie9» * I'll 
take cas^ not to meet them thea, uul^is 
they come to nose^ me i»t the fkeside.-^- 
The howlintg of the jstorm if dre»}ful 
here, and eren in the great haU th^ 
mirth cannot drown it. I would we had 
been aide to hire minsti^, but none 
mrere to be engaged nearer than JBer wick^ 
end the day was too fiur adTanced £or U3 
to send thither. But eome» drink about 
I AbSL be gbd wh^i w« return to 
court t a serving man is out <^ his de- 
ment in these solitary dwellings^ At 
<oourt, now, when I attend my lord, if 
you was but to see how the que^ ^nd 
42ie ladies will look at me - ■ " * 

^ Look at you T repeated . ^t^heu. 
^ That's, I suppo6i% f^r ike ewt lA.y^ur 
4Bye?'' 

" No, you old fool i if s fw my mf^imen 
Not a ladkey at eotirt knowis his ,busi:* 
ness^ or transaeto it more grwffuQy th«n 

L 4 I do. 
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I do. Then tor the east in my eye, lyt 
you call it, 'tis not the fashion at oowsfc 
to look ttcai|^t §arwuA; a man there 
looks to tke rigbt and to ihe left, and 
when he aee^a good patb he tdces if* 

At that moment, during an interval 
of the tempest,, the soft strains of a pipe 
were heard, and so exqunh^y melo^ 
dious, that they attracted nniinasal af(^. 
tention. — ** By my soul," coatmued: 
Jaques^ ^' if that is one of £Hte|4ien's^ 
ghosts, it is at least a yery pleasant one. 
-*-Hark! agion — how delightful must 
such music be, if unintenropted fay the 
storair 

^' Heaven preserve us a}l !" said Ste* 
phen : *ti$ not good to be scoffer»»-but 
this music, I wem, comes &om im moiv 
tal cause : I know every soul in the ham- 
let^ and iKit one there can play on any 
instrument-^wehave had no music since 
the baron's time.'' 

'^ Steph^ says true," said another q£ 
the domestics ; ^^ my l(»d would fiun 

have 






^ OR, THE mHS*B STdET. SM 

have hired music, bat coold procure 



none.'' 



The piper during &£se observations 
OGSrtdntied to play, and the storm sub^ 
siding, the dear and harmonious mdod|r 
wounded through the hall 

For some time they had listen^ with 
mingled Aread and pleasure^ when lord 
!De Launch's page came, by his master's 
iaommand, to drder the musidan, who* 
civir he mi^t be, into die hall. 

"* Merey ferbidr fepUed, Stephen; '< I 
would ky any wager no human being is 
to be seen. Who do you think would 
stand in all thir storm piping at the 
gate ? Formerly, indeed, when we kept 
<^n house, such a thing might have 
been, but now it is imposribW 

Stq>hen's obseKvatioit had evidently 
an effect^ for none of the serving-mea 
offered to Mir, until a second message 
from their lord forced them to obedieneet 
Jaques then, assuming an appearance of 
courage, declared them all. pc^troons.— ^ 

L 5 " Come 
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^ Come along," fimd iie: ^I«ii aeeufi- 
^med to the court, where we laii^ at 
8uch foUiee. No one talks of ghosts 
BOW, unless it be old nunies to scare^ 
^flflren to sleep." ' . 

Though Jaquea spoke tfaus, ha was 
afarongly infected witii his odmiades? faars^ 
and opening the gate caatioiisly, and m 
m body, they diseovered at tbe outward 
portid the musidaii. If his inusie had 
charmed tiieni, at di^ moqastit it l&st 
an its effect, and the most hidfimi^ of 
8tephen\i visions appeared r^^ted to 
their fancy ; for by the light of the t<»ches 
the piper cqspeared a -tall Ethiopian of 
the darkest hue^. Valiant Jaques wa^ 
the first to give way, and uttering a 
fearful cry, be measured his kngth on 
the earth. Universal coirfusian ensued 
*— the domesticsfleddiffa'ent waySj while, 
the scared page ran back to his master 
to relate the strange phenomenon.-^ 

** Cowardly 

* BUcks were at this period almost unkDOwo in £n^ 
land. 
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^^ Cowardly ImavesP ^Ki^in^Iord Be 




Latinej, ** kftd the iwy; I willjjeci 
object of your fears myself.'' 

So saying, with sofoe of his guests he 
passed the hall, and cume to tHe portaL 

The piper still pUyed, as if unoon* 
seious of having caused any alarm ; and 
when called to by k»rd X)e Ij^mfsy, tes^ 
ti&ed no mark pf ob^t^nee Mpproach* 
ing him with their torches, he howerer 
ceased his music» and lord De Launcy 
ordarii^ him to follow him» he obeyed. 

" Fools T' said he to his men, " are you 
not ashamed to be frightened at a poor 
Ethiopian? — Come hither, fellow, tell 
me from whence came you?" 

" From where the hot sun makes the 
leaves brown and the fruit sweet." 

^ What is your country called ?'* 

" Home." 

" What was youy &tber ?'* 

** A man.*' 

•* Where dwells he ?" 

« At horned' 

l6 , «Tis 
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^ '< Tis an idiot;' said De Launq^.^-* 
^ Who taught jrou to play on the pipe?'*^ 

"Myself." 

"Who feeds you P** 

" Those who give me bread." 

•• What can you do ?** 

* What I am hid.** 

" Flay then a tune on your flagdet" 
- He played, changing his note alter* 
Datdy from grave to gay, till all'regarded; 
him with an admiratian that oonqueied 
the disgust occasioned by his eomplexioii . 
and his want of understanding. 

" Where are you now going?'' aaid. 
I<Hrd De Launqr. 

" I don't knov--^I should like to stsy 
here." 

" Suppose I were to engi^ 3^^ as a 
lackey," said De Launcy, " how would 
ygvL behave?" 

** Ldke my iJdlows." 

•* Would you be honest ?" 

•*. What would you g^ve me ?" 

** What money do you require?" 

••Idon^t 
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. ** I don't love money." 

*^ Wlwit do you love ?^ 

** Beef and wine." 

" Suppose I give them to you," said 
De Launcy, ** what will you do to de- 
serve them.** 

^' Eat and drink5 and when I am full, 
go to sleep Uke the other lackeys." 

Lord De Launcy laughed^ as did his 
gueBts.^^^' Nature hath denied all to this 
creature but ear»" said he. ^ Wouldst 
thou like to be my fool ?" 

" No — ^I will be my lady's fool, and 
my lord*9 bHive>'' 

De Launey hughed again. — ^ Well," 
sfflid he, ''be honest^^I engage thee; 
but behave well to thy fellows." 

•• Will they behave well to me ?" 

**-! hopeso." ^ 

« If they do not, I will beat theim." 

'' Thou must not do thot-— ^ou must 
complain to me." 

'' I will beat them first, and compiaih 
to thee oftevinrards." 

'' Thou 
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** Thou art a ^rofet wdLbuUt fellow. 
•-Couldst thou fight fiir the king 7" 

'' Yes, if I loved him.'* 

« Dofit thou not lore him then?" 

' ^' I don't know; he never adbid rae;^ 

'' That does not signify ;. tibott aiiiM^ 
love him unasked and unseen.** 

*' Doe3 he love me unasked and un 
ieen?'* 

^ He knows thee not, therefore aoh 
not do so.** 

^' I know him not, i^jamaSom eannol do 

** By my life, thou art a keen knave 
amidst thy folly. But ^t thee m ; eat, 
drink, and dry thy garments, then thou 
shalt play to my guests ki the haUL'* 
Lord De Launey then called to his men» 
and ordered them to entertain the stran- 
ger; and their fears having suhaded^ 
they readily obeyed. 

De Launcy made his guests mesiy 
with an account of the wandering musi- 
cian, who, after havlDg taken some food^ 

' was 
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9mi$ introdoced into the ball He played 
for a cofisidcfrable time, to the Mtonisfar 
ignent and admiration of the ecmipany ; 
when lord De Lau&c^, wiUing 4» ehteiv 
itata them with bis Iblly, ssdd*^'' I had 
Ibf gotten to ftsk thee, wiial; art thou 
<»lied?^ 

" Cuthberf* 

^ Who gave thee tlutt name ?* 

•^ I gave it myseli" 

** If I mistake not, the meaning of 
Hixtik appettatioti is skill aqd emming: set 
aside thy mueie. Thou possessest little 
ASa, I fear.'' 
^ ^ I csHi earv^e a custaid, master/' 

<VWdl answered i^^i^nd eat it when 
thou haist done ?-^But canst thou tell me 
whidi is die ^reat i^y ^ the table?" 

** Yes, if you can tell me which has 
the least^ pride.'' 

^^ On my life, I know not which thou 
art, most knave c^ ^I^^But say, can 
thy sagac^y discov^^ that ?' 

** No, master, I eon only see the oii^ 

side; 
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side; but as you are rich, peribsps jtm 
can look further." .r 

«< If thou wilt be&Hbful, I willbe thjr 
mistress,*' said lady De Launoy. 

** I thank you, lady, but you are too 
fine for my mistress ; my mistress must 
have fewer trappings, and I care not if 
she were somewhat younger." 

Lady De Launcy was by no means 
pleased with this reply, but jcHned in 
the laugh that it oceanoned. Cuthbert 
played during the rest of the evening, 
when his lord ordered him to be shewn 
to a chamber, which his comrades took 
care to choose as distant fiom their own 
as possible ; for though their first fears 
had subsided, they felt a strong dislike 
to having an Ethiopian for their neigh* 
hour. 

While mirth and festivity reigned in 
the hall, the true owner of the domain 
pined in her lonely apartment : yet did 
her mind feel a conscious support, that 
neither the high-seasoned dainties of th« 

table^ 
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tMe^ nor the rich wmes of foreign cli- 
mates, could bestow, even for one faour» 
en the hearts of her oppressors. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



An acquaintance of two or three days 
began to reconcile the domestics of the 
castle to the complexion of their new 
companion, whose music was so highly 
approved that he constantly played in 
the hall during the time that lord and 
lady De Launcy dined and supped. His 
answers to his master's questions, not- 
withstanding his folly, had a mixture of 
pertinency that afforded him amusement; 
and as he was uncommonly well-formed 
and personable, he resolved to retain him 
among his followers. Cuthbert's humour 
was not, however, so pleasing to his com- 
rades : among them he spoke less^ and 

if 
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if datey attempted to play upon his fcXfy, 
•he gave them to understand be was 
quick of affifont, and active to resent it. 
When unemployed by bis lord, he would 
t^e his pipe, and calling forth its most 
melodious strains, walk round the castle 
tiU after the day was closed, and the bell 
rung the supper-hour, when he would 
hasten to bis appointed duty. His ob- 
servance was not lost on De Launcy.-i— 
•* That fetfciw,*' said he, ** is a si^ange 
mixture of shrewdness and folly— rhe is 
obedient to my commands, and doth i^ 
iqppear to forget them, yet on the most 
common topic I cannot obtain a rational 
jreply.'' 

In the domestics' hall one day, Jaques 
having just come from taking Marga- 
ret's usual mesd, tStephen said — " Now I 
pray teU me, master Jaques, bow doth i^" 
yny young miatress ? She is accustomed 
to exercise ; I fear such close house-keep- 
ing win injure her health.** 

" On the honour of a courtier, she is 

weir,** 
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weU,"* answered Jaques, ^ and as beau- 

tifiil as an angel "^ 

The reminder of his speech was broken 
oft' by a summons from his master ; and 
Stephen and Cuthbert being left ,alone, 
the latter, who was sitting apparently 
inattentive to what passed, said — ** Hath 
Jaques got an angel ? I wish X had an 
angel — ^nay, even a noble ; but no one 
gives me money.*' 

f ** Jaques doth not mean an angel of 

gold,** answered^ Stephen-^** he means 
our young mistress.*' 

•• Is she an angel ?" said Cuthbert—- 
hath she wings ?" 

f *' I would she had !" replied Stephen, 

" for th«i she might fly away. Alack! 
poor young lady ! she leads a dull life. 
I wish, Cuthbert, you would now and 
then play a tune under her window ; she 
is very fond of music, and touches the 
lute sweetly." 

*• Will she pay me ?" said Cuthbert 
'* Pay thee !** repeated Stephen ; ** she 

has 
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has no money, or she is as generous as a 
prince." 

** Then I will trust her, Stephen ; but 
remember that I am paid. Doth she 
live here ?" 

"Yes. When thou walkest round 
the castle, observe on the north side that 
fronts the mountains, there is a court, in 
the further angle of which there are four 
windows — ^play there.** 

Cuthbert asked no more questions, 
but in the afternoon took his pipe, and 
in his usual manner walked round the 
castle several times, until at length, as 
if suddenly recollecting Stephen's rew 
quest, he turned into a lonely court 
that he had not before explored, and 
discovered the four windows that had 
been described to him. Here making a 
halt, he played an air in ;so soft and 
pensive a strain, that it could not fail of 
attracting attention. 

Margaret and Alice, within tiieir 
spartinent, instantly heard the sound.—- 

•*What 
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What hmvenly mmm T' md Mar^ENeefr: 
surely, dame, 'tis some blessed spirit 
aeftt to eomfwt us m our nuekncholjr 
abode.** 

So speaking* by the assistanoe of a 
chair, she raised hersetf to ^e window ; 
but suddenly reooiling— -^^ Holy Viigia Y^ 
exclaimed Ae^ ^* it ia a man whose com- 
plexion is entirely black. But bow weak 
I am !" added she, after a short pause ; 
^ it is doubtless one of those people of 
whom fiither Austin has told me." 

Alice in her turn locked at the stran-* 
jper.— " Though I never saw any of that 
complexion before** said she, '' It mnst 
be so. I should judge he is some min- 
strel that lord De Launcy has engaged ; 
and, to speak truth, by the specimen we 
have heard, he hath been lucky in his. 
choice." 

" He hath indeed," answered Mai^gap- 
ret; ^' he hath good features, dame, and 
appears gracefully shaped.'" 

Whatever might be the faults in 

Cuthbert's- 
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Cuthbert's understancling^ he was quick* 
itighted enough to discover that he had 
attracted attention, and changing his 
fiote £tom grave to gsy, he plajed so 
lively an air, as might for a time have 
even banished the sense of pain. 

The dame and Margai^et regarded hint 
with astonishment-^^ 'Tis pkin," said 
the latter, ^ he plays only for our amuse^- 
fiient, for there are no other inhabitants 
on this side the dwelMng." 

After piaying £or a short time, Cuih«» 
b^t retired. 

Few minds in the castle were more 
ill at ease than Richard DeLauncy's, He 
sincerely lamented having informed his 
father of the discovery he had made, for 
the knowledge that it was wished to 
espouse Margaret distracted him. He 
was, however, sufficiently aware that she 
was not of a character to be influenced 
bi so material a point except by her own 
heart, and the councils of those she de^- 
nominated her best friends : he judged 

also,. 
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also^ that fear and confinetnent might in 
some measure have altered her former 
opinion respecting his proposals, and re- 
solved to try once more to persuade her 
to listen to him. 

For this purpose, watching an oppw- 
tunity when all were buried in dissipa- 
tion, he stole to her apartments, which, 
though distant from the more inhabited 
part of the castle, were not secured by 
outward fastenings. He announced him** 
self by a gentle stroke on the door^ which 
was opened by Alic^ and requesting ad- 
mittance, was introduced into the cham- 
ber. — *^ Forgive me,** said he, " if I in- 
trude; but notwithstanding your con- 
tempt, I cannot avoid once more entreat- 
ing to be heard." 

" If on the topic on which I before 
returned an answer, I would wish to be 
excused,*' replied Margaret. "I have 
no private business with the son of lord 
De Launcy." 

*' 1 vainly flattered myself," interrupt- 
ed 
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ed be, "that your former cpnd^ct t9- 
wafds npie had conquered rqjr pa^on::^- 
but the ddusion is vanished/ and I once 
more tt^rcjw n^jnself on your ^r^^rcy;-;*- 
Far from interested views, s^iij^uld your 
birthright be ' acknowledge^, in any 
manner you please, and by what bond 
soever your fH^nds n;iay wis^, tl^e whole 
domain $hall be secured to yojarse^f. 
YovT hand is all I wi^h — ^giye me li^iit 
the hope of .possessing that.bj^ing,.an,d 
in spite of the vigilance of ten tbousai^^ 
spies, the gat^s of the cattle shall b^ ope# 
to you. My life, my fo;^une, aije at ypur 
command—I will forsake all tp, gain yoy,r 
favour.*' 

" Liberty is undoubtedly d^ar^** re- 
turned Ma^afet; " but I will n?ver in- 
cur a debt which my heart feels it wpuy. 
be impossible to pay——" 

** Ta the son of the lord De Launcy ?" 
interrupted ha 

^ " I doubtless consider lord De Launcy 
as one of my oppresi^ors ; and though I 

vojurii. M cannot 
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caimot view him as the prind^al, yet he 

4 

is forward enough m persecuting ine^ io 
make me shun all nearer intercourse ^nth 
his family. But, exclusive of tHsiavttWIfl^ 
were Richard DeEauncy kihgt^f Briiai^> 
he would never be the choice of Marga- 
rttdFitzWalter.* 

l)e Lauhcy's pnde awakened by this 
answer, he ' replied^— **l'n6ed notifrfbrin 
you that a plan is in agitaiiic^ to ^fbree 
yoU to wed. I think yoii superior to 
mbst women in resblution ; but What will 
a 'w^ak maid's prsiyers or tears iavail 
against force, and the dictates of tho^ 
whom law and justice will consider as 
her best friends ?" 

'**I wish to avoid insult/* answered 
Margaret, "but I am neither to be 
firightened nor soothed into acting con- 
trary to my fixed-resolution." 

•*^MUst I then leave you without 'the 
smallest hope ?" said he. " Have I not 
dS^l^ to relinquish all for you — to 'fly 
With you whfere you please ?" 
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•* I thank you," returned Margaret 
" Lord De Laiiney accuses me of wish- 
ing to ensnare you; shall I, therefore, 
entreat you to visit me no more, lest, 
to remove that suspicion, t be fbi'ced ta 
discover ta him that your presence here 
is without my concurrence." 
. With this only answer was Hich'af ii 'De 
Launcy obliged to retire, his heart at 
once struggling with the contending; 
passions of love, anger^ pride, and re- 
venge. , . 
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